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This month's beautiful cover photograph, 'Bee on a Sunflower' was kindly sent in by 
Richard Lilleker, and a reminder of just how hot and sunny it's been, and probably still will 
be when the magazine is distributed. Thanks also to Suzanne Wilson, whose Campsis is 
flourishing in her front garden, and will appear in Basinga as soon as possible.
The Basinga Committee would still like to recruit an Advertising Manager to replace the 
current volunteer who has left the area. The role includes, but is not limited to: recruitment 
and maintenance of our advertisers and their adverts; driving the renewal process in the 
last quarter of the year; liaising with the editor, treasurer and our printer to ensure timely 
delivery of the monthly magazine. Our advertisers, as you can read below, are the life-
blood of this magazine, and need to be 'looked after' carefully. If you are interested in 
joining the team in this role then please e-mail the editor at: editor@basinga.org.uk

SEPTEMBER COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS

The very last date for copy to the Editor for the October edition is 6.00pm on Thursday, 
10th September, although we do welcome copy in advance of this date. Please 
use the forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles 
and letters to us. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word 
maximum: articles may be edited and are published at the Editor's discretion.
Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements 
for publishing photographs. Contact names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for 
our volunteer 'managers' are listed on page 34.
All advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga 
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors 
made by the advertisers; nor does it endorse the products or services advertised. The 
views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals 
and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

We now have a web form that you can use to send any photograph for the website archive 
and possible use in the magazine: go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found 
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a 
photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly: editor@basinga.org.uk

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

OUR ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers are well-established and most of them have been with us for a long time, 
are reliable and would welcome your custom. In order to maintain the production and free 
distribution of this magazine, we need to maintain our base of advertisers. If you know of 
any business wishing to promote themselves in this area, please suggest they get in touch 
and advertise with us. It also helps us if you can mention seeing their advert in Basinga.
Our website www.basinga.org.uk (Currently being upgraded) has a list of our advertisers, 
either alphabetically or by page: from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS', then 
select 'CONTRACT ADS' to list our advertisers alphabetically.  
For Free Ads visit Basinga Extra and fill out the form under 'Advertising with us". 
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VILLAGE SHOW - SUNDAY, 6TH SEPTEMBER

If you’re reading this on or before Wednesday, 
2nd September, there’s still time to enter the 
Show and, for most classes, late entries can be 

made up to 10.00pm on Friday 4th. Full details are on the website www.oblvs.org.uk and 
on Facebook by searching for OldBasingLychpitShow.
The Show opens to the public at 2.30pm on Sunday, 6th and there’ll be a refreshment 
stall selling teas, coffees, squash and homemade cakes. We’ll also be running a tombola, 
a raffle and a produce stall selling donated cakes, jams, fruit, vegetables etc. Prize-giving 
starts at 4.00pm followed by the raffle draw and don’t forget our end of show sale in the 
entrance lobby where we you can purchase donated show items, many of them prize 
winners!
Look on the website and Facebook later in September and in the October Basinga for a 
report on the Show and some photos from Show day.
Good luck with your entries and we look forward to welcoming entrants and visitors on the 
day. See you soon!

The Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival Annual General 
Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 1st September at the 
Lychpit Community Hall starting at 7.00pm.
The donation cheques will be presented at the AGM and the 
recipients must attend the meeting on the night. All are also 
welcome to attend the evening to give comments and ideas, as 
well as the chance to join the friendly committee.
If you would like to become a committee member but are unable 

to join us on that evening, please email: oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com You can also use 
the same email address to send in comments and ideas.
The planning for the 2027 Carnival is already under way and it will take place on Saturday, 
19th June.  The theme will be decided and announced in the coming months, as will the 
dates and timing of the events which 'surround' the Carnival itself..
As has been the tradition for over half a century there will be a procession along Crown 
Lane and the Street, leading in to the Recreation Ground.
We are also keen to reintroduce the Scarecrow ‘trail’ for the month of June, which was very 
popular a few years ago.
It is also hoped that the football, skittles and darts events will be run once again, so 
watch out for details in future Basinga articles, the Parish Newsletter, Carnival website or 
Facebook.
An exciting brand new attraction is already booked for 2027 this is the Hampshire and Isle 
of Wight Air Ambulance Flight Simulator.
We are sure it will be a great addition to the event and more about this will be given in the 
coming months.

Graham Merry
Carnival Committee member

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT CARNIVAL

http://www.oblvs.org.uk
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Working Together for Our Community
As we move through another busy year for Old Basing & Lychpit Parish Council, we would 
like to introduce our newest councillors. This year it has been a pleasure to welcome 
several new councillors to the Parish Council.
Councillor Les Orvis
Les Orvis joined the Parish Council in June 2026 and has lived in Lychpit since 1984. He 
previously served as the Parish Council's Finance Officer for 12 years and brings extensive 
financial experience gained through roles with several major organisations. Les is keen 
to represent local residents, support the work of the Council and help maintain valued 
community assets, including the parish's network of footpaths.
Councillor James Rowlands
James Rowlands joined the Parish Council in July 2026, having lived in Old Basing for the 
past ten years. He has professional experience working with local and national government 
on areas including planning, housing and finance, through roles with the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors and Nationwide Building Society. James is keen to strengthen 
communication between the Council and residents, support local facilities and help 
maintain the character of the parish.
Councillor Louise Eddy
Louise Eddy has just joined the Parish Council in August 2026 and has been a resident 
of Old Basing for the past six years. She brings more than 20 years of experience in 
marketing and communications, including running her own business supporting local 
organisations and businesses. Louise has been involved with a number of community-
focused initiatives and is particularly interested in strengthening community engagement 
and raising awareness of the work of the Parish Council. She is keen to help improve 
communication with residents and support projects that benefit the wider parish.
We are pleased to welcome our new councillors. Their skills, enthusiasm and local 
knowledge will strengthen the Council and help us continue serving the residents of Old 
Basing and Lychpit.
How You Can Get Involved
Parish Councils work best when residents participate.
We encourage residents to:

• Attend Parish Council meetings
• Share views on local issues
• Volunteer at community events
• Join local working groups where opportunities arise

Details of meetings, agendas and news updates can be found at www.oldbasing.gov.uk 
or by contacting the Parish Clerk.
As always, the Parish Council remains committed to working on behalf of all residents and 
helping Old Basing and Lychpit remain a vibrant, welcoming and sustainable community. 
We look forward to working with our new councillors and continuing to deliver on the 
priorities identified in our Business Plan throughout the year ahead.

continued on page 8
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Meetings for September
If you are planning to attend a meeting, please check the Parish Council website or local 
noticeboards for confirmed dates, or contact the Parish Clerk for further details. The next 
Full Parish Council meeting will take place on Tuesday, 8th September at 7.30pm. 
There will be a Facilities Management Committee meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 15th 
September. If you would like to attend but may have difficulty accessing the meeting room 
via the stairs, please let us know in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made.
Keep in Touch
If you have any question, concerns or ideas that you’d like to share with the Parish Council, 
please feel free to get in touch. You can contact us by email, phone, or by visiting the 
Parish Office. We are always happy to hear from you!
You can also keep up to date with the latest news by visiting our website, following our 
Facebook page, or by checking the noticeboards around the Parish (Belle Vue Parade, Old 
Basing Recreation Ground and Lychpit Community Centre).
Parish Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address:        The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone:     01256 462847    
Office Hours:  Monday to Thursday; 10.00am to noon
Email:             clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 		  Wedsite: www.oldbasing.gov.uk

Join the Glass Maidens to make a Fused Glass Christmas Tree 
Decoration at St Mary’s Parish Room on 17th October, 11.00am to 
3.30pm (There are four sessions: 11.00am; noon; 1.30pm; 2.30pm)
For tickets and to book your timeslot, please contact Debbie Filer by 
email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or call 07541 698235
Each ticket costs £16.50 and includes a Christmas decoration to 
assemble (to be fused and returned to you within 2 weeks), a choice of 
drink and a piece of cake. There will be other decorations available to 
assemble on the day for an additional charge.

THE GLASS MAIDENS

Two years since he was last with us, on Wednesday, 9th September we 
will welcome Alastair Wood, one of our most popular speakers, to show 
Even More Old, New, Borrowed and Blue. A fresh batch of his own and 
archive photographs from across the country will all have a story to tell.  
On Wednesday, 23rd September, Colin Boocock will be Hanging 
Around in Germany. Colin will take us on a well-illustrated journey through 

the history and engineering of the Wuppertal Schwebebahnen - the hanging monorail - in 
West Germany. He will also illustrate another, less well-known, example and will look at 
ships on the River Elbe and railway interest around Dresden.
Our meetings are held at 7.45pm at The Wote Street Club, which has a licenced bar, in 
New Road, Basingstoke. More details are on our website at www.bdrs70d.com or call 
the Secretary on 07837 32079

BASINGSTOKE AND DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

http://www.bdrs70d.com/


9

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)
This month’s working parties will be on Saturday, 5th September at 
10.00am and Thursday, 24th September at 2.00pm – meet by the 
PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation Area.  We 
will continue the summer season maintenance to encourage the wild 
flowers and associated wildlife.  We are always delighted to welcome 
new participants.

This community project is not just for churchgoers, we welcome all who would like to help. 
The tools are provided.  Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves.  Our Saturday 
morning sessions last about three hours (with a coffee break and chance to relax) and our 
Thursday afternoons about two hours. Our volunteers make a real difference.  

As we move towards autumn after the hot summer, we 
hope for cooler nights and misty mornings.  The days 
can still be pleasantly warm and summery, gentler than 
the heat-waves of high summer. Hopefully we have had 
some rain!  There are still flowers in the glade, including 
the showy Toadflax loved by late summer insects for 
its sugary nectar. Other flowers provide sustenance for 
butterflies.  Why not come and see what you can find?   
Or perhaps just enjoy an opportunity for a moment of 
peace or prayer on the WI seat with its lovely view of 
the church. The Conservation Area is a community 
space for all to enjoy.  

On Tuesday, 29th September our Open Meeting will mark the start of the winter 
Conservation programme.  Please join us at 8.00pm in St Mary’s Parish Room. Geoff 
Sharp  will be taking us around Hampshire with his wildlife photographs “From the Downs 
to the Solent”.  We look forward to a lovely evening. 
For further information please email Tim Carr, Chairman:  tim@tmcarr.net

Margaret Carr   www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH
September Church Lunch takes place on Wednesday, 2nd from 12.30 
to 2.30pm.
We will be giving a short service to the residents of Basingfield Court on 
Thursday, 3rd at 11.00am.
Coffee and Craft morning on Tuesday, 15th from 10.00am to noon. Bring 

along some craft to do or show while enjoying a cup of coffee and a chat.
The Youth Hub will be starting again on Tuesdays in the Parish Room from 3.00pm.
The Welcome Tearoom, run jointly with St Mary’s, is in the Parish room on Fridays 4th 
and 18th September 2.00 to 4.00pm.
September Sunday services at 10.30am are as follows:- 
6th will be arranged by the stewards.	 13th led by Mrs Helen Watson
20th led by Mrs Paddy Jose		  27th Revd. Case leads us in Holy Communion

Please join us any time, you will find a warm welcome
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THE MILL FIELD LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
Our annual Duck Race was held on Bank Holiday Monday, 31st 
August.  Please see Facebook for the outcome.  An article about this 
event will be included in the next edition of the Basinga. Our monthly 
work parties are due to start on Sunday, 13th September  
Followed by: Saturday, 10th October; Saturday, 7th November; 

Sunday, 13th December; Saturday, 9th January; Saturday, 13th February; Sunday, 
14th March; Saturday, 10th April.

Can you spare a couple of hours a month to help improve 
the local environment? As another summer draws to a close, 
why not come along to support your local conservation 
group at the Mill Field? All are welcome. Equipment is 
supplied as well as refreshments.  However, we recommend 
bringing along your own sturdy gardening gloves. We meet 
at 10.00am by the playground by Bartons Mill and work for 
around two hours.  The work parties are to manage the 
site and paths, which is mostly clearing scrub to maintain 
the wildlife habitat and maintaining pathways. It is really 
satisfying work as well as being a good work out too. Why 
not give it a go? We would love to meet you.
If you would like to be added to our circulation list please 
drop us an email using the address below.  Otherwise 
please follow us on Facebook.  There are plenty of fabulous 
photos to see as well as up to date news on current events.
What to look out for this month: 
Signalling the end of summer, you will notice the movement 
of House Martins, Swallows and Swifts as they fly back 
south followed by Hobbys, you may get the chance to see 
a Redstart or Whinchat onsite or maybe something a little 

rarer. If the weather is kind, amongst the grass 
you should spot butterflies such as the Marbled 
White (lower in numbers this year due to the 
weather), Silver-Washed Fritillary and Purple 
Emperor.
In the past few weeks the Butterfly, Moth, 
Dormice and Reptile surveys have taken place 
in an ongoing effort to monitor the site. 
Would you believe that on one session 22 
different species of Butterflies were spotted!
Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com	
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

Photographs: Caterpillars (above) and Butterfly 
(right)  credit Jim Andrews
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PROBUS – THE LOSS OF THE AMERICAN COLONIES
The Mayor of Basingstoke, Cllr Jackie Tustain, was the guest of honour 
at the latest Probus Club meeting when she heard a talk by Dr Stephen 
Goss about the loss of the American colonies.
Two hundred and fifty years ago, on 4th July 1776, the thirteen British 
colonies along the eastern seaboard of North America declared their 
independence. Drafted principally by 

Thomas Jefferson, the Declaration of Independence 
(right) asserted universal rights, most famously that “all 
men are created equal,” and laid the foundations for the 
world’s first democratic republic.
The American war of independence emerged from 
tensions that had grown irreparable between Britain 
and its colonies. Disputes over taxation, representation 
and imperial authority fuelled resentment and a rising 
political identity.

Protests escalated 
into a determined 
struggle for self-
g o v e r n m e n t . 
Foreign intervention 
added complexity: Dutch tea smuggling deprived 
Britain of tax revenue, prompting the closure of Boston 
harbour. The Boston Tea Party, (left) in December 
1773, became an act of defiance.

Britain viewed colonial resistance as a rejection of legitimate authority, while the 
colonists framed the conflict as liberty versus tyranny. The war widened into a seven-
year international struggle. France, Spain and the Netherlands supported the colonists: 
Prussia and many native American nations sided with Britain, partly due to Britain’s policy 
of restricting westward expansion beyond the Mississippi.

Opinion was divided on both sides of the Atlantic. Many 
Americans hesitated over rebellion, and many Britons 
questioned the cost of waging a distant war that soon 
stretched into the Caribbean, Mediterranean and even 
India.
George Washington, commanding the Continental 
Army, avoided large scale assaults, relying on 
skirmishes to wear down British forces. Battles such as 
Bunker Hill, Lexington, Concord, Germantown and the 
decisive victory at York Town – achieved with French 

military and naval support – secured independence.
The 1783 Treaty of Paris, signed by Benjamin Franklin, John Adams and others, formally 
recognised the United States and established boundaries with British North America 
(Canada). Britain adopted a generous settlement, seeking profitable trade without the 
burden of government.
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WHAT'S ON ADVERTS
PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCHES

Ploughman's Lunches take place in the Parish Room of St. Mary's Church on the third 
Thursday of the month, except August when we have a break. Booking is required by 
phoning: 07946 596778. Doors open at 12.25pm and there is no end time. 
The next lunch will be held on Thursday, 17th September, October's gathering will be on 
Thursday 15th.

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND
Celebrating 50 Years of Music 1976-2026 on Sunday, 20th September at 3.00pm at The 
Haymarket Theatre, Wote Street, Basingstoke.
Tickets available from: 01256 844244 or www.anvilarts.org.uk
Enjoy a fantastic, feel-good selection of music as we mark this incredible milestone 
together. Don’t miss the celebration – come and be part of it!!!!

FREE-ADS – BUY AND SELL
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be 
entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later, 
contact the Advertising Manager (see page 34 for contact details). Ads also appear on the 
website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available).

BARBEQUE				    £150			   07881805198
New  Outback Spectrum Barbeque never used, including new gas bottle.

The 2026 Old Basing Carnival Skittles event, now in its 23rd year, continues to be well 
supported and enjoyed by everyone.
Twelve teams entered this year, and these were drawn into four smaller divisions over the 
two eliminator evenings with the best two teams going through to finals night.  There, they 
all played each other in a ‘league’ format to determine the champions: that turned out to 
be The Richards ONE foursome, ably captained by Paddockfields residents Brian and Jan 
Richards.     
Teams representing the W.I., Men’s Breakfast, Bexmoor Way, Byfleet Avenue, Cavalier 
Road, and the RBL also took part in some very competitive but light-hearted matches.
The Carnival Committee kindly donated a few bottles of Prosecco to the winning players, 
and these were presented by Carnival Chairman Fran Hallett.
Most importantly, the event raised £288.66 profit for the Carnival coffers made up from 
entry fees and raffle proceeds.  Thanks go to the RBL for allowing us to host this event 
again, to co-organiser Chris Rushbrook and the persuasive raffle ticket selling skills of Julie 
Shepherd and Penny Bourne.

Rick Bourne – Old Basing RBL

OLD BASING CARNIVAL SKITTLES



17

WHAT'S ON POSTERS
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH
Would you like an enjoyable evening for all ages? If so, why not join us for a Barn Dance 
on Saturday, 3rd October at Old Basing Village Hall – an evening of music, dancing 
and fun.

We will have a fantastic band, Saxon Drain, 
who will be providing the live music and 
calling the dances. They are very good at 
getting everyone involved, so please don’t 
worry if you have never been barn dancing 
before – you’ll soon get the hang of it! There 
will also be hot dogs and drinks available 
during the evening.
Tickets will be limited to allow room for 
dancing. These may be available on the 
door, but we strongly recommend buying in 

advance through the FOSMC website (fosmc.org) to avoid disappointment. Doors open 
at 6.45pm and the evening will finish by 10.30pm.
All the money raised will go towards the maintenance of our iconic St Mary’s Church 
building. We are very grateful for the continued support we receive from the community, 
whether through attending our events, subscribing to FOSMC membership, entering the 
monthly lottery or one-off donations. Details of all these are available on our website.
Your support has recently helped with the repair of the Bolton Chapel floor, including 
replacing old beams with new oak beams which we hope will last for the next 100 years. 
However, this is a very old church and maintaining the building is a continuing task. With no 
external Church of England or central government funding for this, your continued support 
is particularly important.
There is more to look forward to later in the year, too. On 14th November, we will be 
holding another of our popular Murder Mystery evenings. More details will appear in the 
next Basinga, on our Facebook page and on our posters.

Fridays 4th and 18th September, 2.00pm to 4.00pm St Mary’s 
Parish Room
No Set Prices, donations invited.
Thank you to all our guests who visited us in August, it was lovely to 
see you!  We shall continue to offer seating in the relative cool of the 
church going into September as well as in the Parish Room and the 
outside areas.

As we head into the autumn months, we welcome any suggestions as to different cakes 
you may like to see within our selection.  Please let one of our volunteers know your 
favourites. “Big Ted” particularly enjoyed sampling a recent new addition to our list – lemon 
curd with lemon mascarpone frosting!
Children’s Corner: A reminder that parents are welcome to make use of this cool area with 
their young children at the Tea Room or any time that the church is open.

THE WELCOME TEA ROOM
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday		 8.00am 	BCP Communion 
		  9.30am 	Sung Eucharist
Monday 	 8.45am	Morning Prayer
Tuesday	 8.45am	Morning Prayer
Wednesday 	 10.00am Holy Communion
Thursday	 8.45am	Morning Prayer
Friday 		  8.45am	Morning Prayer

Sunday, 27th September, 9.30am – Harvest Service
If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s 
Facebook page. You can keep up to date with services and events at St Mary’s Church via 
our Facebook page or visit our website: www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

DAMAGE TO THE CHURCH BUILDING
We are sad to report that the church received some damage to a stained-glass window 
recently breaking some of the glass. It would appear that the damage was caused by a 
football (or similar) hitting the church. This is heartbreaking. Whilst the cost of this should 
be covered by insurance, we will have to pay £500 for the excess, an additional expense 
which makes the running of St. Mary’s even more difficult.
St. Mary’s receives no direct funding from the Church of England and relies entirely on 
donations. Events such as the Christmas Tree Festival (below) provide much needed 
funds to the general running costs which exceed £11,000 per month. This £500 was not 
budgeted for and adds to the pressures on ensure the building remains at the heart of the 
community.
The area around the church is a graveyard where many of our predecessors as residents 
of Old Basing and Lychpit lie. The place for ball games is down at The Rec.

BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK
A reminder that there is a crate outside the church where items can be donated to the 
Foodbank. St Mary’s is also a dropping off point for donations to Helping Dogs & Cats UK.
COMING UP LATER THIS YEAR…..
Sunday, 4th October – Pet Service
A celebration of creatures great and small – all are welcome!  Join us at 2.30pm for our 
much-loved  Pet Blessing Service. Whether your companion has feathers, fur, scales, 
or whiskers, they are invited to receive a blessing in this joyful celebration of all God’s 
creatures.
Saturday, 5th & Sunday, 6th December – Christmas Tree Festival & Christmas Fayre 
Enjoy a weekend of festive stalls, treats, and community cheer.  Join us for festive fun and 
treats for all the family! 11.00am to 4.00pm
To book a Christmas Tree space contact Debbie at admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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To advertise here contact 

advertising@basinga.org.uk
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We’re back!... After our summer break, we re-open the café on 
Friday, 18th September, at 2.00pm in the Pavilion room at 
the Recreation Ground, and can’t wait to see you all. Hopefully, 
you all had a great summer and we may still have nice, sensible 
weather to look forward to.
Before we look forward, we would like to say a huge thank you to 
the wonderful children of Old Basing Nursery, who baked a batch of 
delicious cookies for our customers and brought them along in July. 

Our opening dates for the upcoming months are:
18th and 25th September; 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd October.
The much loved community bus will be running on 18th September and 16th October.

As some of you may have seen, the café has 
teamed up with local director of kindness, 
Roly Poly, and we are very proud to have 
launched Roly’s Community Kindness 
Rewards. There are some amazing 
people within our community who quietly 
make a difference everyday. We want to 
acknowledge these residents.  It could be 
a neighbour who is always happy to help, 
a volunteer who gives up their time, or just 
someone who has brightened your day.  
Please let us know by nominating someone 
via our Facebook page or directly to one of 

the café volunteers. We will do our very best to reward these nominations with a delicious 
Rolo cupcake.
The café has also formed a partnership with Limelight, the local young persons’ theatre 
group we made a donation to previously. We will be purchasing a number of tickets to 
their upcoming production of Fame, and these will be offered free of charge, to our regular 
community bus users as a thank you for supporting us.
We continue to raise funds for the very worthy Sophie’s Legacy charity which was set 
up in memory of Sophie Fairall, a 9 year old girl who was diagnosed with a rare form 
of childhood cancer in September 2020. During her treatment, she endured numerous 
rounds of intense chemotherapy and radiotherapy but sadly, did not make it into remission 
and passed away in September 2021.
The charity was set up by Sophie’s mum Charlotte, to help support families in hospital 
by providing such services as hot food for parents and packs containing essential items, 
much needed emotional support and even help with transport costs amongst other things. 
Our donation will go to the play specialist team at Basingstoke hospital, to buy iPads and 
televisions to help children cope with tough treatments and bring a little normality to their 
lives.
As always, we look forward to welcoming you to the café to enjoy delicious cakes and 
friendly company.

Deborah Thorne

VILLAGE VIBES CAFE
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NATURE NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER
As it’s still late July as I start my notes for September, I’m going to assume that it has rained 
since and relieved the drought that’s stricken the South of England for the past 40 plus 
days!   Mind you, I’m old enough to recall 1976 and that three-month hot dry spell ended 
on 11th September so a repeat of that scorcher could mean we are still parched.
It has been hard on us but even more so wildlife as everything has been affected from 
plants to birds and it doesn’t bear thinking about the countless numbers of small mammals 
and reptiles that must have perished, not only here in the UK but also in the fires on the 
continent.
Perhaps butterflies are the exception to the rule when it comes 
to coping with heat.  There has been an excellent and continued 
showing of many species of butterfly with Gatekeepers, Large 
White, Peacocks and Painted Ladies noted here. A Jersey 
Tiger moth settled for a moment yesterday, but I was too slow 
to catch its vivid colours as it took off - reader Lyn Ford wasn’t 
though. One was fluttering around in her conservatory for a day 
or so before she managed to catch and release it outside but 
not before she got a picture (right) of its crazy wing patterns.

And whilst the main subject this month is lepidoptera, the ever-
reliable Jim Andrews snapped this Brown Hairstreak (left), not 
the most striking of butterflies but a very nice photograph I’m 
sure you’ll agree.  
However, top picture this month 
goes to Lorna Guthrie for this 
super shot (right) of a White-tailed 
Bumblebee covered in pollen from 
diligently going about its business. 
News broke this month of a rare 
bird to the UK, in this case it being 
a Long-Tailed Shrike (left). Several 
of the shrike family used to be 
found in the UK but are now sadly 
very rare. So, when this bird was 
spotted on the Oxford-Gloucester border, only the third ever 
seen visit here, it created massive excitement in the birding 
fraternity. It’s a smashing looking bird that would normally 
inhabit Asian countries, especially around the Himalayas so 
what brings it here nobody can say, but what a cracker. 

I received some very positive news from Wildlife Recovery Trust, the charity which leads 
the American Mink eradication project.  They have secured substantial grants from Natural 
England to step up the programme of making the UK mink free in years to come and 
this money is enabling WRT to employ 12 Project officers, including one here in North 
Hampshire, and to secure hundreds of traps which will now be available to teams such as 
ours at no cost.
Cllr Kate Tuck and I are in conversation with the Borough Council's Nature Rangers to 
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ensure that Basing Fen is the next area covered by the team as exciting evidence has 
recently come to light that water voles may in fact have returned there, after decades of 
absence. If and when I know more, I will report it.

Rick Bourne
Don’t forget to send all your nature related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com 
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk  
For all your bird food requirements, order from me at ‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email 
address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an order or get a form.

We were blessed with five minutes of rain at 4.00pm on 30th July; since then – 
nothing. Drought-tolerant plants are a good way to keep colour and structure 
through hot, dry summers while reducing watering. The key is to choose the 
right plant for the right position and establish plants well during their first year.
Good drought-tolerant plants.
Lavender – likes full sun and free-draining soil, it is excellent for dry conditions.
Rosemary – again, likes full sun. Evergreen, aromatic and very tough
Thyme – can cope with full sun and thrives in poor/free-draining soil. Ideal for 

edges and containers
Sage – another plant that can cope with direct sunlight, has lovely silver foliage and has 
the added bonus of having edible leaves.
Verbena bonariensis – likes the sun and has long-lasting flowers which attract pollinators.
Salvia – yet another sun-loving plant which produces excellent summer flowers.
Sedum	 – sun tolerant and stores water in its fleshy leaves.
Achillea – thrives in dry soil once established and copes with exposure to the hot sun.
Echinops – very drought tolerant and architectural.
Stipa tenuissima – aka Mexican feathergrass. Ornamental grass with fine foliage.
Euphorbia – sun or part shade has a good structure and is relatively drought tolerant.
Hellebores – prefers part shade and a good choice for drier shady areas.
Geranium – copes well with the sun or partly shaded borders; tough, reliable ground cover.
How to look after them: Water deeply while establishing. Drought-tolerant does not mean 
drought-proof. Newly planted specimens need regular watering while their roots develop. 
Rather than giving a little water every day, give them a thorough soaking, then allow the 
soil to dry somewhat before watering again. Mulch the soil by applying roughly 5–7 cm 
of organic mulch around established plants, keeping it away from stems. During severe 
drought, mulch can make a significant difference. Improve drainage where necessary. 
Many Mediterranean-style plants dislike sitting in wet soil over winter. If your soil is 
heavy clay, consider incorporating organic matter and, for plants that particularly 
need drainage, creating a slightly raised or gravelly planting area. Don’t overfeed; 
drought-tolerant plants often perform better in relatively lean soil. Too much nitrogen 
can produce soft, leafy growth that needs more water. Water at the right time; During 
hot weather, water early in the morning or in the evening rather than during the hottest 
part of the day. While under a hosepipe restriction, prioritise newly planted plants.
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OLD BASING WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
Our August meeting was a little bit different. Carol Hughes, from 
“Use it or lose it” had the ladies joining some seated exercises. 
Lots of smiling faces as ladies did as little or as much as they 
wanted, everyone worked to their own level, and there was quite 
a lot of laughter. Interest was expressed in Carol’s regular classes 
and she may have some new recruits. We have been keeping up 

with our commitment to help the wider community. We made a donation to the homeless 
centre, following on from their appeal for some supplies, and we are continuing to help the 
ladies with toiletries on a regular basis. We supported the PInk Palace, with a donation of 
£50 and we are continuing to make heart cushions for ladies who have had breast surgery.  
We had a visit to the lavender fields, and a visit to Stratfield Saye and the Odiham canal 
booked for later in the month. 
We meet, every first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm, at the parish room, St Mary’s Church. 
Our next  meeting is on the 1st September.  All are welcome to our meetings, and we are 
always delighted to welcome visitors. Guests are offered two free meetings, so if you are 
interested and want  to come and see If you would like to join our long running and thriving 
group.  Please contact our President by email at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk 

The Basing House opening season ends on Sunday, 27th 
September. Until then we are open, 11.00am to 4.00pm, 
Wednesday to Sunday.  The admission fee covers a 
calendar year and many events (marked “included”) are 
covered by this fee.

The last Rhymetime of the season, aimed at preschool children, is Wednesday, 2nd 
September for an hour from 11.00am (included). 
We have two kinds of guided tour - every Wednesday at 1.30pm, with a volunteer guide 
for a relaxed one to one-and-a-half hour tour (included).  A much more specialist tour will 
be led by Basing House expert Alan Turton on Sunday, 6th September, and there is a 
charge for this, detailed on our website (below). 
This year’s final craft courses are the Flora and Fauna painting workshop on Friday, 
11th September and Printed Reflections - Screen Printed Journals on Wednesday, 23rd 
September.  These are not included in the annual ticket. 
The weekend 12th-13th September sees a highlight of our calendar - the English Civil 
War Society re-enactment weekend (included).  There is a living history display that shows 
how people lived in the mid 1600s, along with military drills and a re-enacted skirmish, 
which re-creates the sort of conflict that would have been seen during the Civil War.  The 
day does include some bangs and crashes and some of these will be heard by people in 
the village who might wish to think of possible effects on children and pets during the event. 
The Christmas Fayre is over the weekend 28th – 29th November from 11.00am to 
4.00pm and tickets will be on sale on the website shortly.
Further, more detailed,  information about these events can be found on our website: 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/events?location=6 

Andrew Howard – 01256 327014

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

mailto:oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk
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To advertise here contact 

advertising@basinga.org.uk
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Report Fraud: Courier Fraud continues to 
evolve across the UK. Criminals are using 
increasingly sophisticated and persistent 
tactics in Courier Fraud with total losses 

exceeding £21m in 2025. They tend to target older people aged 70 and above. 
This group makes up the majority of victims, with those aged between 76 and 96 alone 
accounting for around 62% of all reports.
How to protect yourself from courier fraud:

•	 Transferring money: Your bank or the police will never ask you to transfer money to a 
safe account.

•	 Couriers: Your bank or the police will never send a courier to your home to collect bank 
cards, cash, or other valuables such as jewellery.

•	 Check if it’s genuine: Contact the organisation directly using contact details you know 
are correct, such as those on official websites, the back of your card or by calling 159 
for your bank.

•	 Caller ID: Don’t trust the Caller ID display on your phone - it’s not proof of ID.

•	 Report suspicious calls: You can report suspected scam calls by sending a text to 7726 
with the word ‘Call’ followed by the caller’s number.

If you think you have been a victim of fraud contact Report Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via 
their website: www.reportfraud.police.uk/reporting-a-fraud

COURIER FRAUD

Make the most of life and join nearly 5000 others who have 
discovered the relatively unknown National Women’s Register.  
NWR provides a wide range of talks and activities in small 
local groups typically less than 20 members.  Each is unique, 
arranging activities and meetings to suit their members.  
Chineham and Old Basing NWR meets at 2.00pm on the first 
Monday of the month in each other’s houses. We enjoy getting 
together to research and talk about different topics.  There is 

usually a monthly lunch at various local venues on different days of the week, as well as a 
Book Group which meets  on the fourth Thursday of the month. 
This month’s lunch was accompanied by a walk.  Just five of us had a short stroll, due to 
the heat, followed by a well-deserved lunch.
Our meeting this month will be our Summer Party to be held in the beautiful garden of one 
of our members.  Each of us will contribute a plate of food to the buffet, and this year we 
will be joined by some ladies from our sister group in Basingstoke.
New members are very welcome
More information can be found on the website www.nwr.org.uk or if you feel you would like 
to join our friendly group please contact Diane at: diane.hope@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 
her on: 07771898733

Karen Dann

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER
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Did you know that Hampshire County Council Libraries offer a free monthly service to 
anyone who finds it difficult to access a library due to ill-health, disability or caring 
responsibilities? The Home Library Service provides an opportunity for individuals to enjoy 
the pleasure of reading, even if they find it difficult to leave their homes.
The service can deliver a variety of library materials including books in standard and 
large print, audio books in various formats, and specialist items such as those from our 
Reminiscence Collection.
Specially recruited volunteers are matched to customers in their own communities and visit 
their homes each month. This service can be a lifeline which enables access to reading, 
despite physical or other limitations, plus regular contact with a friendly volunteer. 
Applying for the service is easy. If you or someone you know would benefit from this service, 
you can enquire at your local library (Chineham Library: 01256 465643) (Basingstoke 
Discovery Centre: 01256 478670) or enquire online via the Hampshire Library website 
(www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library) by selecting ‘Access for All’, then 
‘Home Library Service’ and completing a short form. Applicants then receive a phone call 
to discuss their needs and preferences. 
The service is adapted for each individual and ensures everyone has access to the library 
materials they enjoy.

Andrea Wilson 
Home Library Service Co-ordinator

HAMPSHIRE LIBRARIES – HOME SERVICE

It’s shocking to consider, but global armed conflict has 
reached its highest level since World War II, driven by 
high-intensity interstate clashes, complex civil wars, and 

shifting geopolitical power balances.
Of course, as “mere citizens” of a nation, we tend to think that it’s not us, but governments 
who control the bigger picture. However, grassroots networks also have an incredible 
amount of power and that’s where we all come into the picture.  
At Linguatastic, we believe that learning the languages of our neighbours helps to foster 
personal friendships and mutual understanding between individuals of different nations.  It 
breaks down barriers, creating social empathy between different cultures.  
And indeed, Basingstoke’s annual Inter-Faith Peace Walk has similar aims.  The walk 
is open to everyone.  Just meet at 2.00pm on Sunday, 13th September at Winklebury 
Centre car park, RG23 8BU.  Participants will then have a guided walk to Basingstoke 
Town’s Football Club where there will be some time for contemplation for peace and 
solidarity by people of all faiths in rejection of violence around the world and Basingstoke.
Walkers are asked to dress appropriately for the weather and to wear comfortable walking 
shoes.  The event will end at 4.30pm.  For more information about the afternoon, please 
email Barbara: ifbasingstoke@gmail.com
And for more information on learning a new language (or keeping up with another you 
already have), please e-mail info@linguatastic.com We have something on offer for all 
age groups (preschoolers, primary and secondary school children and adults).

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL
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Basingstoke Ladies Probus Club moves on through the next ‘Probus’ 
year….
The Basingstoke Ladies Probus Club exists to bring together a group 
of people who aim to be friends and support each other in whatever 
way they are able.  In so doing, the Club provides stimulation, interest 
and friendship to retired and semi-retired professional and business 

ladies through a programme of monthly meetings, offering the chance to meet new people 
with varied interests and experiences during their working lives, hear about subjects not 
otherwise encountered and, most importantly, enjoy each other’s company. 
And with the creation of a Theatre group, those with that interest have enjoyed several 
local productions. 
All this while also savouring the delights of an excellent lunch provided by BCoT’s 
much‑praised restaurant.  
As with every year, this growing club of interesting retired and semi-retired ladies took 
a break from their monthly meetings through July and August, largely because their 
wonderful venue, the BCoT Restaurant, of course closed – everyone needs a break, even 
their fabulous kitchen and catering staff and students!
But on their laurels Probus have not rested!
Apart from an enjoyable visit in July to observe – and even indulge in – the mental 
gymnastics required for Square Dancing, the programme of future speakers for the year 
2026-27 was finalised and is now confirmed as follows:

20th November ’26 Fiends and Felons – My Life with Crime
29th January ’27 The Saxophone, and My Life as an Army Musician
26th February ’27 Travels on a Narrowboat
19th March ’27 Dogs for Autism
30th April ’27 The Eye and Vision in Art
21st May ’27 We Had One of Those!
18th June ’27 Mystery Guests!
July/August Summer outing(s) 
24th Sepember. ’27 Black Redcoats–The Corps of Colonial Marines 1814-16
22nd October ’27 Our AGM – open to all members

Interested?  Curious?  Like to know more? See retirement as the beginning of another 
chapter, not the end of an interesting life?
Do contact Admin. Secretary, Jane Leese by e-mail at: reverendjane@hotmail.co.uk or 
by phone: 07754 296994 – you can be sure of a friendly chat with no obligation to go 
further – or perhaps a desire to discover more.                                                            

Annie Vicars

BASINGSTOKE PROBUS LADIES CLUB
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 18/19
DIARY DATES FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

BASINGA EXTRA

September
Tue 1 7.00pm Carnival AGM at Lychpit Community Hall. See page 24.

7.30pm Old Basing WI meet in the Parish Room, St. Mary's.
Wed 2 10.00am Deadline for entries for Village Show. See page 5.
Thu 3 7.30pm RBL Branch social meeting with speaker Joe Karmazyn,  

at Jack Morris Hall.  Members and guests welcome. 
Fri 4 2.00pm – 4.00pm The Welcome Tea Room at St. Mary's Church.
Sat 5 10.00am – 1.00pm PIOCC Working Party - meet at noticeboard.
Sun 6 2.30pm Old Basing and Lychpit Village Show public viewing.
Mon 7 9.30pm Good Old Basing Golf Day at Sherfield Oaks.
Tue 8 7.30pm Full Parish Council meeting at the Recreation Ground.
Wed 9 7.45pm BDRS meeting: Even More Old, New, Borrowed and Blue
Thu 10 6.00pm Deadline for October Basinga copy to editor - see page 3.
Sat 12 all  day Basingstoke and Deane Rotary / Wessex Rotary Christmas 

Shoebox Scheme at Festival Place. See Extra for details.
Sun 13 10.00am – noon Mill Field Working Party. Meet by playground.
Fri 18 2.00pm – 4.00pm The Welcome Tea Room at St. Mary's Church.

2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Vibes Cafe in the Pavillion Room at the Rec.
Sun 20 3.00pm Basingstoke Concert Band - see page 16 fopr details.
Wed 23 7.45pm BDRS meeting: Hanging Around in Germany. See page 8.
Thu 24 2.00pm – 4.00pm PIOCC Working Party - meet at noticeboard.
Fri 25 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Vibes Cafe in the Pavilion Room at the Rec.
Sun 27 11.00am – 4.00pm Basing House closes (apart from activities in the Great 

Barn – see page 24 fgor details)
Tue 29 8.00pm PIOCC Open Meeting in St. Mary's Parish Room.
October
Sat 3 6.45pm FOSMC Barn Dance. See page 18 for details.
Tue 6 7.30pm Parish Council meeting at the Rec. See page 7 for details.

At basinga.org.uk read the articles that we couldn't find room for this month.

Rotary Round-up: Shoebox Appeal	 Worting House Walled Garden
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   BASINGA 

EDITOR: Lyn Caswell, 1 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07909 962141
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 07723 022707
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: advertising@basinga.org.uk
ADVERTISING ASSISTANT: Alan Renwick, 3 Almond Close, Old Basing 01256 326155
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 07790 279954 
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07816 659189

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Kate Hope 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
ASSISTANT CURATE: Rev’d Helen Holley                             07541 698235
                                      email: curate@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer   email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8.45am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd Claire Simpson 
email: revclaire72@btinternet.com

01256 323103
 

SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr. John Lee 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

l

l

l
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