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SEPTEMBER NOTES AND NEWS
On what would have been the postponed 50th Old Basing & Lychpit Carnival, the
community came together last month in the Old Basing & Lychpit Scarecrow Festival
with an original and highly amusing array of scarecrows in their front gardens, one of which
was snapped by Alan Morris and appears on the front cover.
Next year we are all hoping for a return of the 50th Carnival, at the third attempt!

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA
We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for copy
to the Editor for the October edition is 6.00pm on Friday, 10th September.
Please use the forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates,
articles and letters to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions).
All advertising enquiries – classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300 word maximum
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA
If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’
that we can use. We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the
website archive and possible use in the magazine, go to www.basinga.org.uk and the
form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' menu.
Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a photo is too 'large', they can be emailed
directly to the Editor.
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

OLD BASING & LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW
The Village Show will go ahead on Sunday, 5th September, at 2.30pm, in the Old Basing
Village Hall. We will be asking all attendees to wear a face mask whilst in the Hall to
protect the more vulnerable.
The one thing that the pandemic has highlighted is the strong sense of community that we
enjoy in Old Basing and Lychpit, so we look forward to people coming together to support
the Village Show.
If you are thinking about entering the Show please check the website: www.oblvs.org.uk
The Village Hall will look a little different for this year’s Show; with all the classes being in
the main hall. Sadly there will be no refreshments available, but there will be a raffle along
with a Plant and Vegetable Stall, all donations gratefully received. Roll on 2022.
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OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL AGM
The Old Basing Village Hall AGM would have normally been held in May but because
of lockdown had to be postponed. Hopefully this will now be held on Thursday, 9th
September, at 8pm in the Frank Goddard Room at the Old Basing Village Hall.
Our committee member numbers are dwindling and so, again, we appeal for volunteers
to attend our AGM in the hope they would be interested in joining our Management
Committee. We meet approximately six times per year to discuss the maintenance and
management of this wonderful asset to the village of Old Basing.
Why not come along and meet the committee and maybe join our team. We look forward
to seeing you on the night.
Sue Ingleby (Treasurer)

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE
Over the last weekend in August (Sunday and Monday 29th and 30th) we’ll be holding
a Late-Summer Market at Basing House. This will run from 11am until 4pm on both days.
If you come you’ll be able to enjoy Morris dancers and a live sax band while browsing craft
and gifts stalls in the Tudor Great Barn and courtyard. There will also be face painting and
traditional fete competitions. On Bank Holiday Monday, Mills Cottage Farm will be joining
us with their summer animals.
The grounds and ruins will be open for you to explore and our Bothy Tea Room will be
serving up tempting treats.
The Late-Summer Market is the perfect event to meet up with friends and family in a
stunning outdoor setting. Parking is in our car park, off Bartons Lane, close to Bartons
Mill, a five-minute walk along the riverbank from the barn, and admission is £2.50.
On Sunday, 19th September, we’ll be holding an evening of Opera like no other, in
our stunning Tudor Barn. We are delighted to welcome the London Festival Opera to
Basing House to celebrate the very best of the nation’s most beloved opera classics.
With performances from stars from the Royal Opera House and Glyndebourne, this is an
evening of music not to be missed.
The performance will start at 7pm, with the gates opening at 6pm for picnics in the
meadow. Tickets cost £25 per adult and £22 per child or concession.
Again, parking will be in the main visitor car park down Bartons Lane. We advise bringing
a torch, as the walk back along the river can be a little dark in the evening.
Bookings for this production are now open at
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/events?venue=6
Andrew Howard (tel. 01256 327014)
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
BONFIRES
As we move into the autumn keen gardeners will be cutting back shrubs and clearing their
gardens. Please use the kerbside garden waste collection bins or bags if you have one,
take your waste to the tip or, better still, compost as much as you can. It is not illegal to
have a bonfire but do this later in the day and let your neighbours know in advance to avoid
causing a nuisance.
CLIMATE CHANGE
COMMUNITY ACTION WITHIN THE PARISH TO HELP SAFEGUARD THE FUTURE
Following the lead set by Hampshire County Council, Basingstoke and some local parishes,
the Parish Council has adopted a paper entitled “A Climate Emergency” which can be
found on the Parish Council’s website www.oldbasing.gov.uk
There is an overwhelming consensus that extreme weather events such as droughts,
heatwaves, extensive fires, possible food shortages, storms and floods yet ironically
shortages of water, will result from the continued use of fossil fuels. We want to help ensure
that our grandchildren’s children can enjoy as pleasant an environment and standard of
living as we do and, so, we intend to form a community action group to address what
actions we can undertake locally to mitigate the worst effects of climate change. We intend
that the group will be made up from and run by residents, supported by the Council, and
will investigate areas such as generating solar electricity, alternative domestic heating,
transport, greening and domestic insulation.
If you feel that you can help, particularly if you have knowledge concerning these topics,
and you would like to safeguard the future and assist the community here, then please
email the Clerk, Sandra Tuck clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk setting out:• Your field of knowledge
• Any direct experience of addressing climate change issues
• Details of experience in managing/facilitating group meetings
Other local community initiatives within Hampshire and beyond which you may wish to
research include Sustainable Overton (renewable electricity generation), Energy Alton
(domestic energy efficiency) and Greener Brockenhurst (greening and recycling).
The Parish Council intends to work with and support the Community Group, but it will set
its own objectives. With the wealth of expertise and enterprise within the Parish, we can
help face the future with optimism.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meeting dates are Tuesday, 7th September and 5th October, at 7.30 pm.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck
Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing,
		
RG24 7DA. Telephone 01256 462847
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
7

8

9

OLD BASING WI
Finally, after months of Zooming, the Old
Basing WI were able to meet again in
person in the St Mary's Church Parish
Room for our August meeting and what
a treat it was! Twenty four Members (all
COVID secure) enjoyed a very entertaining talk by Joyce Meader on the more recent
history of knitting. Joyce had brought many items to show us from the 50s through to the
80s and, although we couldn’t pass them around, they were put on display for those who
wanted a closer look at the end. Knitted twin sets and tank tops brought back memories
for many and who would have thought you could knit a pair of underpants or even a thong!
It was great to see so many people laughing and enjoying themselves.
Our President outlined some of the plans that we have for the rest of the year and
canvassed opinion on whether the Members would be interested in participating. Details
will be communicated via the monthly newsletter when dates have been firmed up.
Our next meeting takes place on Tuesday, 7th September, when we will be welcoming
Olive Butler to talk to us about her experiences as a children’s entertainer. The competition
that evening will be “A Precious Toy Keepsake”.
Details of the WI in Hampshire and other WI activities are at www.hampshirewi.org.uk
If you would like to join our long-running and thriving group, please contact our President,
Sue Stewart, by email at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND – NEW PLAYERS NEEDED
Basingstoke Concert Band is a traditional wind band and is always on the lookout for
new players. Weekly Wednesday evening rehearsals take place at Sherfield-onLoddon Village Hall between 7.30 and 9.30pm.
Our repertoire covers many different styles of music including light classical pieces, music
from films and shows, military music and well-known dance band pieces.
Current vacancies are: French Horn, Baritone Saxophone, Bassoon, Trumpet, Bass
Trombone, Tuba, String Bass and Percussion.
For more information go via the ‘Contact’ Page on our website www.bcband.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND – CONCERT
Basingstoke Concert Band is returning to stage their very own 'Last Night at the Proms
Concert' on Saturday, 18th September, at 7pm, at Sherfield Park Community Centre
(RG27 0FP).
A musical celebration that is like no other culminating in the traditional British patriotic
pieces 'Rule Britannia', 'Jerusalem' and 'Auld Lang Syne'. With flags in abundance, come
and join in the Proms celebrations. Bar available.
Tickets priced £10 (under 16s free) are available from either Group members; Sherfield
Park Community Centre (on the night only); telephone 07478 050330 (Janet); or online
at www.ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/8650
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A musical celebration that is like no
other culminating in the traditional
British
patriotic
pieces
Rule
Britannia, Jerusalem and Auld Lang
Syne. With flags in abundance,
come and join in the PROMS
celebrations. Bar available.
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CHINEHAM AND OLD BASING NWR (NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER
Our group continues to enjoy the relaxation of restrictions, particularly this month with one
of our most popular meetings, a wine tasting, back by popular demand and now a regular
fixture in our schedule. Once again it was a fun afternoon, sampling and learning about 12
different wines which was as enjoyable as always. So much better actually being together
and not virtually on Zoom.
Would you open an umbrella indoors, or walk under a ladder? Do you throw spilled salt
over your shoulder or cross your fingers for good luck? Well we hope to find out at our
September meeting when our topic for discussion is superstitions. Where do they come
from and which ones do we have ourselves?
Our monthly lunch club continues with a visit to the Four Horse Shoes where choices
included some lovely Thai food went down very well.
The book choice for the reading group was Small Pleasures, by Chare Chambers, and
this was a first for our readers as everyone really enjoyed the book. Hopefully this month’s
choice, The Midnight Library by Matt Haig, will be equally popular.
As well as our own group, NWR’s National Group continues to provide a mixture of talks
and activities, so if you would like to take advantage of all that our organisation offers
come along. Our monthly meetings are held at 2pm on first Monday and the Reading
Group at 8pm on the fourth Thursday, every month. You are welcome to sit in on any
meetings with no obligation to join or even speak if you would prefer to observe. You can
be sure of a warm welcome. For more information about this nationwide organisation
look at the website nwr.org.uk or for our local group www.basinga.org.uk/wp/nationalwomens-register/ or contact our Local Organiser Karen Dann – tel. 01256 328488 or
email: karen.dann@gmail.com
Diane Hope

BASINGSTOKE U3A
From art and crafts, science and bridge, gardening to history, many of
the Basingstoke U3A groups have managed to meet over the summer
and have fun together safely. We’ve even begun new activities – walking
football, rounders and walking netball – all continuing successfully, as
has a new philosophy group. As well as this, our U3A gives all members the chance to
come together each month. We took advantage of some August weather to meet face to
face instead, and enjoyed two picnics. Everyone is looking forward to meeting regularly
indoors again, as soon as we can. Updates are regularly posted on our website, just go to
www.basingstokeu3a.org
No longer in full-time work? Looking for Fun? Still wanting to learn new interests or regain
old? Come to our Meet & Greet Day on Wednesday, 8th September, 2 to 4pm, in
Queen Mary’s Hall, Queen Mary’s College, Cliddesden Road RG21 3HF. We always
welcome new members, so this day is planned when you can come and find out about all
the activities we run, meet people with the same interests as you, and start to make new
friends. You can join as many groups as you’d like for just one annual fee.
Not online? It doesn’t matter, we keep in touch with all our members regularly (you can
email: basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com or tel. 07787 520281).
13

14

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS
Piano Lessons

BEN NOLAN PERSONAL TRAINER
Private client only gym
LOSE WEIGHT, GET FIT, GET TONED,
ACHIEVE YOUR GOALS
Online training, nutritional guidance.
Fully qualified/insured
CONTACT
bennolanpt@outlook.com or bnpt.co.uk

All ages and abilities
Beginners welcome

Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA
For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution.
Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk

ADVERTISERS NEWS
Welcome to Home Maintenance Services on page 33.

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org.uk
using the web forms:
Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions”
drop down and for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us”
drop down. Paid advertising enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown
menu.
Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine
and website and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for
processing them. All submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in
December) previous to the magazine issue month.
If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will
advise.
Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR
requirements for publishing photographs.
Contacts for general enquiries and assistance:
Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org.uk
Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk
All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and
the Basinga Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement,
omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services
advertised. The views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the
organisations, individuals and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the
Basinga Management Committee.
15
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FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be
entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later contact
the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the website with photographs if available.

GARDEN BLOWER					£45
07475688551
2800w Garden blower and vacuum – Qualcast. Large, powerful. Only used once as too heavy
for single female owner
GARDEN SHREDDER					£65
Garden shredder FPIS2500. Little used

07475688551

CURTAIN POLE					£10
01256353229
Dark wooden curtain pole, 6ft 8ins (1.73m)long, including finials. Also brackets, fixtures and
fitting, plus 16 curtain rings. Excellent condition. No longer required.
GARDEN VAC						FREE
Flymo Garden Vac. In good condition. No longer required

01256353229

GARDEN TILES					FREE
07990602551
Garden tiles. Approximately 42 to 50 (30 x 30cm) non-slip tiles – 7 reduced non-slip tiles and
20 honeycombe tiles. Minor damage to a small number. All fits together. Heavy duty sheet.
Needs tidying up a bit. Suit base for greenhouse, patio etc

CONCESSION ADVERT
Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning: I am pleased to say that we are now able to resume our
coffee mornings. So why not come and enjoy a chat and a cup of coffee/tea and biscuit with
Mrs Sheila Stone at 8 Norton Ride, Lychpit, on Friday, 3rd September, and with Mrs Ann Price
at 10 Olivers Walk, Lychpit, on Friday, 1st October. Both from 10.30am to noon. If you would
like any further information please phone 01256 350238.

BASINGA EXTRA
We would normally list 'extra' items for the month that we were unable to include in the
printed version of the Basinga. This month we had nothing that needed to go on the website.
Basinga Extra at www.basinga.org.uk has years worth of past issues; a photograph
archive; items for sale, with pictures; events; nature notes; and much more.
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NEWS FROM THE HOSPITAL
The really encouraging news from the hospital this time is that there are very few COVID
patients, with nobody in critical care unlike the situation 12 months ago. A great testament
to the fantastic vaccine roll out and to the efforts made by each and everyone of us.
However, we all need to remember that COVID hasn’t gone away and that cases are rising
in the community. As such, when visiting we all need to maintain social distancing, wear
our masks, and use the hand gel on entry. This is not only to protect ourselves, but we
should also be mindful that the hospital has many people there who have reduced immunity
to infection, for example anyone undergoing chemotherapy. These simple measures can
really make all the difference.
In addition to the above positive news, it is encouraging the hospital in July met all of
the national targets for seeing cancer patients, elective work is very much hitting target
resulting in the number of people who have been waiting a long time for treatment has
gone down, patient length of stay has also dropped, so that whilst the number of people
visiting A & E has risen 40%, we no longer have the critical bed shortages of a year ago.
Recently the talk of concentrating some of the services into one or other of the two main
hospitals of Winchester and Basingstoke, has caused considerable local concern. It is
important to remember that no options have been decided upon at this stage and that there
will be a full public consultation. There are arguments in favour of some centralisation. For
instance, to maintain highly specialist expertise, a minimum level of patient throughput is
required to avoid skill fade. There is also the very real risk that not consolidating may mean
the trusts loses these services. At the same time the NHS is significantly changing – with
more care than ever being provided in the community or in peoples own homes.
Headline news about our new hospital has been quiet of late but work has been going on
behind the scenes. Given the scale of the plans to simultaneously build 40 new hospitals
it has been recognised at national level there could be some synergies of design and
build, and also a degree of coordination would be needed of the limited number of national
contractors capable of undertaking each of these large projects.
In the meantime, the Hampshire Together team continues to focus on strengthening the
business case – vital as the Treasury who will ultimately sign off the spend is going to be
hard pressed for cash in the coming years. In addition, the team are gazing intently into
their crystal ball trying to predict what over the next 40 to 50 years, the capacity needed,
what technologies will evolve and how to accommodate them, the space and work force
required, transport requirements, and even how to achieve net zero carbon emissions.
So despite the hospital team spending record amounts on maintenance, the backlog is
growing, so the expected build start date of sometime 2025/6 cannot come soon enough.
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NEWS FROM THE PROSTATE CANCER SUPPORT GROUP
More and more men are being diagnosed with prostate cancer, quite often in an advanced
stage, due to the reluctance of most men to visit a doctor to get checked out when they
experience early symptoms. With the statistics indicating that prostate cancer is now the
number one cancer in the UK, there is even more need for active support groups to help
men and their partners cope with what is usually a very stressful time for both.
At the recent North Hampshire Support Group meeting it was most encouraging to hear
some of the developments in new treatments, when we were very privileged to have Dr
Hayley Luxton, as our speaker, as she heads up the research for Prostate Cancer UK. The
charity started to support research just 25 years ago in London and now its supported R
& D programme runs to over 50 current projects round the UK. For example, they have
identified that sons of patients are two and a half times more likely to also develop the
disease, and this risk can be passed on down to grandsons through both the male and
female line.
The charity R & D aims are to improve diagnosis especially in early tumour identification;
improve treatment combined with fewer side effects and less long-term harm; and the use
of smart data, covering areas such as curative rates for different treatments, with the longterm aim of using this as guidance for future patients in treatment selection. It goes about
this by aiming to fund ideas in their early stages, which with promising results can then be
passed to the much bigger funders for large-scale trials.
One of the charity’s big successes has been the change in the diagnostic pathway, which
now in almost all cases includes an early MRI scan, ensuring that any subsequent biopsy
is accurately focused. A number of new R & D avenues are already showing interesting
results, and members were surprised to hear that there are a number of different types of
prostate cancer, with one man being identified with three different types.
Considerable work is currently underway in refining testing for this disease, with the aim
of improving accuracy as well as making sample collection of appropriate fluids easier,
such as urine samples. What is also now known is that the tumours create different sugars
which can be detected in these urine samples, and that the more complex the sugar the
more aggressive the cancer is likely to be. Another area where R & D is being expanded
has arisen, as new unique bacteria have been found in men with prostate cancer.
Whilst Hailey’s talk was relatively short, this was followed by a very lively Q & A session,
with big areas such as immunotherapy being a major point for discussion. In answer, on
this topic, Hailey highlighted that only two major cancers are hormone driven, breast and
prostate, and whilst there are many more immune cells in the breast so far this approach
had not yet yielded results for prostate cancer. However more work is ongoing to try to
encourage more immune cells in the prostate, with perhaps vaccines being delivered using
skin patches. In answer to questions on the use of smart data, Hailey highlighted how the
overlaying of multiple MRI scans combined with AI was starting to show promising results
both in terms of accurate diagnosis and in speed of analysis.
With time up, most of us felt we could have spent many more hours listening to Hailey
and learning so much more about this very serious disease and how this excellent charity
is making a huge difference to so many men and their partners. For more details of the
NHPCSG support group email: info@nhpcsg.org.uk or phone or text 07377 430242. The
website is www.nhpcsg.org.uk
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BLESSINGS
It has been lovely this summer to see the return of baptism and wedding services at St Mary’s
and to pray God’s blessing upon children and couples. I have also recently had the privilege
of being invited to do a house blessing, which is always a joy. Every service we hold includes
a blessing too, and we will be including a special blessing of the school bags (and work bags)
at our service on Sunday, 5th September, to pray God’s blessing on those starting and returning to school, as well as upon all adults in their daily life.
Blessings have featured in the lives of Christians since the beginning of the church, and play
an important part in other faiths too. In a blessing we are celebrating the goodness of God
that is present in the world, and praying that we may know God’s abundant love filling us
with all that we need, whether that be strength, peace, courage, joy, or something else. So
this month I would like to share with you three of my favourite blessings, and I pray that
you may know God’s love and goodness with you, offering you all that you need in all that
you face.
May the road rise to meet you, May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face, The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again, May God hold you in the palm of his hand.
(Traditional Irish Blessing)
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
(Numbers 6:24-26, NRSV Bible)
Deep peace of the running wave to you. Deep peace of the flowing air to you.
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. Deep peace of the shining stars to you.
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.
Deep peace of Christ, of Christ the light of the world to you.
Deep peace of Christ to you.
(Traditional Gaelic Blessing)
With love,

Reverend Heather
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ST MARY'S CHURCH
The Church continues to be open daily from 10am to
4pm and Sundays 11am to 4pm. Please continue to wear
a face mask in the church.
REGULAR SERVICES
Sunday

8am 		
BCP Communion
9.30am
Holy Communion
Wednesday
10am 		
Holy Communion
Thursday
9.15am
Morning Prayer
Friday
9.15am
Morning Prayer
You can also find services on our Facebook page or YouTube channel, ‘St Mary’s Old
Basing and Lychpit’. If you have any prayer requests you can contact Reverend Heather:
text or call 07745 731729.
BLESSING OF THE BAGS
Sunday 5th September, 9.30am
September brings new beginnings for many families, with children starting nursery, school
or moving up a class. At the start of the new school year we will be once again praying for
God’s blessing on the places we go and the people we meet. So children and adults are
invited to bring your school bag, handbag or briefcase with you to church on Sunday,
5th Septemer, and towards the end of the 9.30 am service we’ll be blessing all the bags.
We look forward to welcoming you.
HARVEST SERVICE
Sunday, 3rd October, 9.30am
At this service we shall once again be inviting you to bring food donations for the Basingstoke
Foodbank. We look forward to welcoming particularly the uniformed organisations of the
parish to this service.
HALL FOR HIRE
The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There is
availability for both regular bookings and one-off bookings. All enquiries to Debbie (email:
admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or phone 07541 698235).
WEDDINGS
Congratulations to all the couples married at St Mary’s this summer! We have availability
for weddings for 2022 and 2023, and will be hosting our next marriage preparation day in
October.
If you would like to enquire about being married at St Mary’s please contact Debbie (email:
admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or phone 07541 698235).
BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK – THANK YOU
A huge thank you to everyone who continues to support the Foodbank at this time. Local
collection points include The Vicarage (located on the corner of Church Lane and
Milkingpen Lane); the Co-op on Linden Avenue; and Tesco at Chineham.
For a full list of items that are in short supply visit www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk
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ST MARY'S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
St Mary’s Christmas Tree Festival will be held on Saturday, 11th and Sunday, 12th
December. Please hold the date and start to plan for this year’s festival which we hope to
make bigger than ever!
The theme for the trees, which will be both inside and outside, is ‘Christmas Creatures’.
Decorate a tree based on animals and birds associated with Christmas traditions or
stories. If you would like to sponsor a tree, please visit www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or
contact Jeanette Edwards at jdedwards38@hotmail.co.uk or Debbie Filer at admin@
stmarysoldbasing.org.uk for a form. Trees cost a minimum of £7.50 to sponsor.
Over the weekend of 11th and 12th December, 11am to 4pm, festive music will play whilst
there is the opportunity to visit the many stalls, enjoy the children’s activities including
the popular conservation area, view the trees and have the opportunity to vote for your
favourite. Voting will end at 3pm on Sunday, 12th December, with a small prize awarded
to the winning tree.
There will be more information to follow over the coming weeks on our Facebook page
and www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
Thank you for helping to make this another successful and enjoyable event!
The Christmas Tree Festival Team

FRIENDS OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY'S OLD BASING
The Friends (Registered Charity Number 1051202) exist to raise funds to help in the
maintenance of the fabric of the Parish Church. The Church is a Grade 1-listed building
and a centre for the village community.
On Thursday, 23rd September, at 7.30pm, the Friends will be holding their Annual
General Meeting and hosting a talk by Alan Turton on the 'Sieges of Basing House' in
the Civil War.
All are welcome to attend. Alan’s talks are always well attended and the meeting will be in
the Church. Entry is free but donations at the door would be welcome.
Ian Kershaw (tel. 01256 355500)

PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCHES RETURN
We are delighted to say Ploughman's Lunch is coming back! Unless there are any further
COVID restrictions our first lunch will be held on Thursday, 16th September, at 12.30pm
in the St Mary's Church Parish Room (doors open 12.25pm), and every subsequent
third Thursday of each calendar month.
As we are sure you will understand, in order to reopen we will have to adhere to current
COVID best practice guidelines, so things may be a little different but the warm welcome
and opportunity to meet with friends remain the same. In the short term we are asking
people to book with Denise on 07946 596778, as our numbers will be limited. Booking
closes on Tuesday, 14th September, at noon.
Our aprons are dusted off, masks and sanitiser at the ready and we are really looking
forward to welcoming you back, it’s been far too long!
Denise Lane
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Shop
Funds raised in our shops support the
hospital and its activities.
•We are please to receive good quality
donations.
•Come and visit us in Old Basing.
•Volunteer enquiries to work in the shop
are welcomed.

We are open 10.00am to 4.00pm
Tuesday to Saturday.
At 42 Belle Vue Road
Our other shops are in:

Hartley Wintney – Millbank House, High Street
Odiham – 71 High Street
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)
We emptied our compost bins last month.This ideal “mulch” material,
is available for collection from behind the bins in the Conservation
Area. In return we would appreciate a small donation to help our
funds.
This month the working parties will be on Saturday, 4th September,
at 10am and Thursday, 23rd September, at 2pm – meet by the
PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation Area.
On Saturdays we are now able to provide refreshments on the lawn outside the church.
We will finish the summer-season maintenance so next month we can move onto our
conservation work and woodland management. There will be plenty to do as we recently
cancelled two working parties, the first due to extreme heat and the second due to rain. We
are always delighted to welcome new participants.
We are a friendly group. This is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please
come along if you would like to be involved. The tools are provided. Just turn up in gardening
clothes and bring gloves. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a
coffee break and chance to relax) and our Thursday afternoons about two hours.
As we move towards autumn the late flowers in the glade provide sustenance for the late
summer insects, including bees and butterflies. Why not come and see what you can find?
Or perhaps just enjoy an opportunity for a moment of peace on the WI seat with its lovely
view of the church. The Conservation Area is a community space for all to enjoy.
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.
Margaret Carr – www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

THE MILL FIELD LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
We intend to start our winter work party schedule in October
subject to any COVID-19 restrictions and in line with council
guidance, dates will be posted on our Facebook page.
WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS MONTH
Signalling the end of summer, you will notice the movement
of House Martins, Swallows and Swifts as they fly back south
followed by Hobbys, you may get the chance to see a Redstart or Whinchat onsite or
maybe something a little rarer. If the weather is kind, amongst the grass you should spot
butterflies such as the Marbled White, Silver-Washed Fritillary and Purple Emperor.
Anne Francis – tel. 07974 944439
email: millfieldoldbasing@yahoo.co.uk

Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group
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LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL
On the 30th of this month, it is International Translation
Day. As we go about our everyday life, most of us
probably don’t think about translation as particularly
important, however, every single one of us would be
affected were literary and scientific work (even just simple instruction manuals) not
constantly being translated. Indeed, thinking about the “bigger picture”, translation and the
language professionals undertaking this work, are incredibly important in terms of
connecting nations and fostering peace, understanding and development.
Nowadays, some might think that real-life translators and interpreters are superfluous as
modern technology and software such as Google Translate can do it all for us. Whilst
the technology has come very far and can certainly help when you have absolutely no
knowledge of the target language or are needing a little support, language specialists
like those at Linguatastic all have some stories of when students have tried to translate
words and their sentences haven’t quite come out as desired! A fantastic YouTube channel
which demonstrates in a very amusing way how computers can’t always take into account
the nuances and subtleties of language and therefore don’t always produce appropriate
interpretations of texts is “Twisted Translations”. Do check it out if you have a moment!
In any case, as we enter September and are desperately hoping that this month is going
to mark the start of a near-to-normal new academic year, we at Linguatastic would like to
celebrate languages and the impressive work of the professionals who translate one into
another! Merci, gracias, danke, grazie and all the other ways of saying thank you!

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?
Households in the borough will have been contacted throughout August and also will be in
September by Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council’s Electoral Registration Officer as
part of the annual electoral registration canvass. Each year the council is required by law to
contact households to confirm the names of residents are correct on the electoral register
or update them. Residents who have consented to receiving information about electoral
registration by email, will receive an email from www.electoral.services@basingstoke.
gov.uk with the subject line ‘Do Not Delete – You need to respond. Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council are updating the electoral register.’
The council has been working closely with the Electoral Commission and the Cabinet
Office on this new approach which is compliant with data protection rules and reduces
the amount of paper sent out. Residents who would prefer not to be emailed can easily
unsubscribe from the service and will be sent a paper form instead. People who do not
receive an email will receive a paper form at a later date.
The borough council’s Electoral Registration Officer Rebecca Emmett said: “The council is
required by law to to obtain and confirm the names of residents to check who is eligible to
register to vote and ensure our Electoral Register is up to date. To make sure you are able
to have your say at the May 2022 elections you should respond to the email or complete
and return the paper form as quickly as possible.”
The revised register of electors will be published in December 2021. For more information
call 01256 844844 or visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/canvass
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CHINEHAM LIBRARY NEWS
Good news – our building works are now completed and we are looking forward to
welcoming you back into Chineham Library to enjoy everything we have to offer. Thank
you for your continued support during the disruption to our service.
Normally at Chineham Library, we have craft sessions where the little ones can get
creative and produce fantastic models and amazing works of art. Unfortunately we still
aren’t able to start these sessions in the library, however, we have organised some takeaway craft kits to have a go with at home. The crafts are promoted on our Facebook page,
so check out the Chineham Library Facebook page and then come into the library and
collect an envelope containing the instructions and some resources.
We are now starting to do Rhymetime and Storytime sessions in the again. Numbers
are unfortunately limited, but customers can book a place using the link on our Facebook
page.
It’s not too late to sign up to our Summer Reading Challenge. It doesn’t finish until the
Saturday,18th September. You just sign up online at the Hampshire library webpage
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/kids-zone and read six books over the
summer. Once you have signed up and read a few books, pop into Chineham Library and
collect your stickers and collector card. When you have finished the challenge you will
receive a gold medal and a certificate.
Would you like to learn a new skill? What about learning 'Patchwork for Beginners' or
'Clothing Repairs & Alterations'? These are just two of the courses on offer at Hampshire
libraries. Check out the online courses available at the Hampshire Learning in Libraries
Facebook page or check out the webpage: www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369
CHINEHAM LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Monday closed		
Tuesday 9.30am–5pm

Wednesday 9.30am–1.30pm

Thursday closed

Saturday 9.30am– 5pm

Friday 9.30am–5pm

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP
The Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship's first outing
this year will be the Mystery Trip on Thursday, 14th October, which
includes elevenses, lunch and afternoon tea at a cost of £50 (nonmembers £52) with the coach leaving Oakley at 9.15am; Leisure
Centre 9.30am; and Town Centre at 9.35am. This will be followed on
Thursday, 18th November, with a trip to Haskins Garden Centre for Christmas shopping
and then the Christmas lunch at BCOT on Thursday, 9th December.
The next meeting is on Wednesday, 1st September, when the speaker is Suzy Buttress
(The Casual Birder) on Wild Birds; followed on Wednesday, 6th October, by Malcolm
Nelson speaking about 40 Years of Catching Smugglers.
The group meets on the first Wednesday of each month at Brookvale Village Hall
from 10am to noon and all retired Civil Servants, their relatives and friends are welcome.
Further details about the group and information about our trips can be obtained by
contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com
David Cowling
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BASINGSTOKE DEANE ROTARY
We need your help to make a child happy. Please can you fill a shoebox with goodies? It's
great fun to get involved in putting together a shoebox. We have been told by recipients of
shoeboxes, who have now grown up, of the excitement with which they were opened and
what treasured memories they have of that special gift.
Why not get your workplace, church, club, school, Scout, Cubs, Brownie and Guide groups,
your children, grandchildren or just you involved, start now so with your help Christmas
time can be special for these children who don’t have a lot, and spread a little joy.
Despite last year's restrictions we were able to send 350 boxes. Can you help send twice
as many this year as we have in the past?
IDEAS BELOW OF WHAT CAN YOU PUT IN YOUR BOX, THINGS FOR:
Playing (ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, dominoes, harmonicas/recorders, cars,
small toys, cuddly toy)
Washing (soap, toothbrush)
Writing (pens, pencils, sharpener, notebook, colouring book, puzzle book)
Wearing (hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair accessories, jewellery)
Items need to be new or in good/as new condition. Please, no liquids, sharp items, guns
or war toys.
Boxes for either Boys or Girls, ages, 1 to 3, 4 to 7, 8 to 11, 12 to 15
Just use elastic bands to secure your box so it can be checked by customs.
Forms to attach to your box and further info and small print on our website and social
media.
Remember that recipients will be opening the box in eager anticipation of finding it full of
toys and useful items, possibly the first gifts they have received.
Owing to the increase cost for transporting and shipping, we are asking that each shoebox
has attached to it a donation £1.50 to cover this cost.
Despite the restrictions of COVID Wessex Rotary (Hampshire and part of Dorset) safely
deliver a total 14,442 Christmas Shoeboxes to Romania, Albania, Montenegro, Moldova
and Serbia. Some difficulties along the way meant some Shoeboxes did not get to their
destination until early February, but all the Shoeboxes got to be opened by happy children.
We will continue to support The Purple Community Fund, a UK registered charity, in the
Philippines, supported by Rotary, work with children living on rubbish dumps of Manila and
we are pleased to see these children get shoeboxes .
To make sure they don’t go astray Rotarians supervise the whole process including
volunteers going to the countries to make sure the boxes get to the children. Philippines
boxes go to a charity set up by a Rotarian that we know, so they will not go astray.
DROP OFF YOUR BOX AT THE VENUES BELOW (BY MONDAY, 18TH OCTOBER)
Eden Mazda Basingstoke (London Road, Old Basing, Basingstoke, RG24 7JD)
Oakley Carpets (Station Yard, Andover Road, Basingstoke RG23 7HA)
Parnell, Jordy & Harvey, Estate Agent (5 Winchester Street, Overton, RG25 3HR)
More drop off sites may be published. Check our website and social media to print off form
and for updates.
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OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
POPPY APPEAL
I am pleased to announce that Old Basing and District,
including Hook, has now collected over £17,000 for the Poppy
Appeal, this is despite the Government restrictions we endured
and is testament to your generosity, thank you.
This year’s Poppy Appeal and November’s Remembrance is fast approaching, and we
need additional volunteers for Old Basing, Chineham and Hook, if you can spare a few
hours between Saturday, 30th October and Saturday, 13th November, please contact me
on either of the email addresses below.
Also, if you wish to commemorate Remembrance with a Poppy wreath there are over
3,000 different emblems available so you can pay respects. There are several smaller,
wooden tributes available if you prefer.
Lastly, if your place of work would like a Poppy Tin and Poppy Box please let me know.
Contact me at hampshire.chairman@rbl.community or tim.russell1888@gmail.com
All money raised goes to the Poppy Appeal.
Tim Russell (Poppy Appeal Organiser,
Old Basing & District Royal British Legion and Hook)
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday, 9th September, 7.30pm: Committee Meeting (Royal British Legion Hall)
Thursday, 23rd September, 7.30pm: General Meeting (Royal British Legion Hall). June
Brant is giving a talk on her time as Mayoress of Basingstoke. Competition – "An interesting
drinking mug". New members are welcome.
Sue Wilson

THE GOOD OLD BASING GOLF DAY 2021
Time is running out for you to enter the annual Good Old Basing Charity Golf Day that
will be held on Thursday, 16th September, at Sherfield Oaks Golf Club.
Contact me by phone or email for a form if you would like to play in what is our seventeenth
annual event. This year the day will start around 12.30pm for coffee and bacon roll, 18
holes of golf on the Wellington course and a two-course dinner, plus contribution to prizes
– all for just £50! Partners are cordially invited to come along for the evening meal and
presentation at a cost of £15. Cost to members of Sherfield Oaks will be £25.
We look forward to seeing everyone again who have helped to raise many thousands of
pounds for worthy causes, not forgetting that it is YOU the winner, who gets to choose THAT
charity. And if you’ve not entered before, that’s even better as you will be very welcome.
All entries and payments must be in LATEST Thursday, 9th September.
Rick Bourne – tel. 07900 648675; email: rickbourne@yahoo.com
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SEPTEMBER IN YOUR GARDEN
There will still be plenty of sunny times in the month ahead, the nights start getting longer
and the days will be cooler and gustier.
As the trees begin changing colour ready to shed their finery, now is the time to net your
pond to protect it from the falling leaves. It is also a good time to give a good look at any
structures such as pergolas and greenhouses that could be damaged with the coming
autumn storms. An extra screw or repair glass panels now will help with structural integrity
later when the winds begin to pick up.
Lawns need less mowing now the nights are drawing in and the grass grows slower but
you can help toughen them up for winter by scarifying and aerating them before applying
a high-potassium autumn feed followed by a top dressing of sand and loam. If you need
to repair or replace a lawn, both seed and turf can be used now, and any brown patches
caused by summer droughts should start greening up again soon.
There will be plenty to do in the flowerbeds, mostly in preparation for winter and in
beginning to think about next year’s display. Perennials that are still flowering will benefit
from deadheading but those that are beginning to fade away can be cut back and tidied
but not before collecting any seed heads that have formed. Now is the time to divide
and replant congested and older plants, which will reinvigorate them and give you better
flowers next year.
If you plan on adding new plants, they will do well now while the soil is still warm. Sweet
peas can be sown in cold frames and greenhouses for next year and hardy annuals such
as marigolds and poppies can be sown where you want them to flower next summer.
Spring-flowering bulbs will soon be available to buy in garden centres and supermarkets
and can be planted anytime from the end of this month through to late November. Springflowering biennials like foxgloves and wallflowers that were sown earlier in the year can be
planted outside now.
As the temperatures start cooling, tender perennials will need bringing inside to a
conservatory or greenhouse to protect them before the first frosts can do any damage, you
can also take cuttings of osteospermum and pelargonium – put them in a gritty compost
mix and grow them on a light windowsill until next year.
This month you can start planting amaryllis in containers and it is also your last chance to
get hyacinths in and ready for a Christmas display.
Any houseplants that you brought outside for the summer should now also be moved back
inside and watering should now be reduced as their growth will be slowing down as light
levels fall. Be sure to check them over thoroughly for pests before you take them inside
though, as red spider mite, mealybug and scale insects can all be a problem.
If you want to move any shrubs, do it now while the soil is still warm and the moisture levels
high as they should suffer very little. Prunings of Mock Orange and climbing roses should
happen this month as well as evergreen hedges to make sure they are looking at their best
for winter. Clear dead leaves from the base of plants to stop them encouraging diseases
but do make sure to add them to the compost heap as they will break down into beautiful
compost for future years.
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NATURE NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER
I don’t want to be very British EVERY month and moan about the weather but as observing
wildlife in the country or in the garden is far more enjoyable on a warm sunny day then I
AM going to complain again about this summer! Having said that, there are always things
that really do appreciate damp humid conditions (as well as the plants in my garden) and
one is the frog, or should I say the hundreds of tiny frogs that were all over the greens and
tee areas at Sherfield Oaks recently. The golf course has numerous ponds to challenge
the golfer but also naturally enhance the ambiance of the place as they attract numerous
wildfowl, visiting mammals, frogs, newts and aquatic insects. Clearly, copious amounts
of spawn must have hatched, the tadpoles had morphed as they do and the penny-sized
frogs were exploring their surroundings, I dare say many making a tasty snack to any
number of larger beasts!
On the same subject, they say you learn something every day and yesterday I did. Whilst
thinking about this month's notes and in particular tadpoles and frogs, I found out (from
my better half's web search) that if there are too many tadpoles in one place, to prevent
underdevelopment, nature can restrain the change into a frog of any number and delay
it until the next season, hence one could find froglets in spring when spawn is only just
begun to be laid. In the case of bullfrogs apparently this can be two or three years which
would seem incredibly frustrating for the amphibian. Comparable perhaps to being on the
NHS waiting list for a new hip? Not me I might add.
Thanks to Jim Andrews (again) and to Anthony
Hutton of Lingfield Close for a couple of great
photos this month. Jim told me that after a short
absence the Kingfisher that frequents the Loddon
near the Millstone is back and showing well. He
snapped this sapphire beauty (see photo, left)
a number of times but I really liked this shot of
the bird preening himself, presumably as it sat
on the branch digesting a fish (or frog?!) snack.
Anthony is a
welcome new
correspondent
but who admits to enjoying photography during walks
around the village. He captured this bunny (see photo,
right) in the field next to Tithe Barn just as it reached
up to sever the flower stem for a tasty meal. The sort of
picture that might grace the pages of a future 'Countryfile'
calendar perhaps.
As most of my regular readers know, I took over the birdfood business of Anne and David Powell's wonderful
hardware store when they retired it some 20 years ago
and during that time have met some lovely people and,
hopefully, dispensed some useful advice to enhance the
enjoyable pastime of bird-feeding. One frequent topic
however is that of squirrels and how to, usually, deter
them from being a nuisance around the feeders.
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Yesterday, 7th August, during my delivery round I had three completely different point of
views from customers and it struck me as so ironic I just had to mention it. So the first, a
standard complaint, was ‘How can I stop the squirrels scaring off the birds and wrecking
my feeders?’ The next one was ‘I’ve rigged a kind of assault course as a deterrent for a
young squirrel so that if ‘he’ wants some food he’s going to jolly well work for it’! The final
one was ‘I’ve bought some peanuts for my neighbour who has a lovely squirrel feeder’!
Made me laugh.
Don’t forget to send all your nature related photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com or
naturenotes@basinga.org.uk or ring 01256 321108 for news. For all your bird food
requirements, order it from me at ‘Bird Drop-ins’, use the former email address or ring/
text me on 07900 648675 to place an order or get a form. 		
Rick Bourne

DIARY DATES FOR SEPTEMBER
For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 23
SEPTEMBER
Fri 3		 10.30am–noon
Sat 4		 10.00am
Sun 5		
Tue 7		
Wed 8		
Thu 9		

2.30pm
7.30pm
2.00–4.00pm
7.30pm

		 8.00pm
Fri 10		 6.00pm
Thu 16		 12.30pm
		 12.30pm
Sat 18		 7.00pm
Sun 19		 7.00pm
Thu 23		 2.00pm
		 7.30pm
		 7.30pm
Sun 29–Mon 30
OCTOBER
Fri 1		 10.30am–noon
Tue 5		 7.30pm

Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning (8 Norton Ride, Lychpit)
Churchyard Conservation Group (PIOCC) Working Party
(meet PIOCC Noticeboard)
Old Basing & Lychpit Village Show (Old Basing Village Hall)
Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
U3A Meet and Greet Day (Queen Mary’s Hall, QMC)
Royal British Legion Women’s Section Committee Meeting
(Royal British Legion Hall)
Old Basing Village Hall AGM (Frank Goddard Room, Old
Basing Village Hall)
LAST DATE FOR COPY TO EDITOR (see page 3)
Ploughman’s Lunch (Parish Room, St Mary’s Church)
Good Old Basing Golf Day (Sherfield Oaks Golf Club,
Sherfield-on-Loddon)
Basingstoke Concert Band (Sherfield Park Community
Centre, Sherfield-on-Loddon)
London Festival Opera (Tudor Great Barn, Basing House)
Churchyard Conservation Group (PIOCC) Working Party
(meet PIOCC Noticeboard)
Royal British Legion Women’s Section General Meeting
(RoyalBritish Legion Hall)
Friends of the Parish Church of St Mary’s Old Basing AGM
and talk by Alan Turton “Sieges of Basing House” (St Mary’s
Church)
11.00am–4.00pm
Late-Summer Market (Tudor Great
Barn, Basing House)
Ladies First Friday Coffee Morning (10 Olivers Walk, Lychpit)
Parish Council Meeting (The Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd
Old Basing.
Hairdressing for the whole
family.
01256 357333
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CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Rev'd Heather Leppard, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing
Email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
ADMINISTRATOR:
Debbie Filer

01256 363612
07745 731729
07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing

SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church;
5.30pm Evening Service
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Thursday and Friday,
9.15am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins

0118 3271592

SUNDAY SERVICE: 10.30am Morning Service

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr Dominic Adeiza
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

07973 195566

01256 465214
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