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MAY NOTES AND NEWS
The cover photograph this month is of an extraordinary collection of rainbow pictures
displayed in the windows of homes in Old Basing and Lychpit, captured and montaged
quite wonderfully by Francesca Maritan.
The rainbow pictures started in Italy, with the slogan “andra tutto benne” (“everything will
be alright”) spreading quickly across the country. It has since been adopted in the United
States, Canada, Spain, and now the UK with people looking to inspire with their beautiful
coloured pictures. It is presumed that pictures have primarily been drawn by children,
urging people to keep positive, with rainbows showing that the sun follows heavy rainfall. I
am sure that our local collection of rainbow paintings are offering a message of hope to the
parish's strolling, running or cycling inhabitants during this period of lockdown.
I have even seen one house in The Street displaying coloured lights in their window. Could
this be a new sign of positivity started in Old Basing and about to sweep the nation/world?

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA
We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for copy
to the Editor for the June edition is 6.00pm on Sunday, 10th May. Please use the forms
on the Basinga website: www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters to us
(see box on page 15 for further instructions). All advertising enquiries – classified, free
adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via the Basinga website. Don’t forget that we
only accept articles with about a 300 word maximum.

PHOTOS FOR THE BASINGA
If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’
that we can use when appropriate. We now have a web form that you can use to send
a photograph for the website archive and possible use in the magazine. Go to www.
basinga.org.uk and the form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' drop-down
menu. Should you wish to submit multiple or a series of photos they can be emailed but
please read the instructions on the photo form for details. This feature should NOT be used
for Free Ads or Article photos, which can be attached to their own forms.

LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA
We are making changes to the presentation of the Basinga and would welcome club and
society logos, with the option to use them within articles. Please send via the Editor.

SITUATIONS VACANT - HELP NEEDED
Our Webmaster will shortly be stepping down from Basinga Extra, leaving a vacancy for
a capable IT person to manage the Basinga Website and photograph archive.We need
someone with general IT skills and in particular, experience with Wordpress, which is the
application we use to support our website: Basinga Extra. If you think that this might be
you, please get in touch with editor@basinga.org.uk
Basinga Team
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BASINGA ON FACEBOOK
We are now on Face Book, this was our first post:
As you probably know, the Basinga is the parish magazine of Old Basing and Lychpit, run
by volunteers and delivered to more than 3,000 households in our local area.
The present crisis has prompted us to take to social media to continue to engage with the
people of the village and to provide you with a quick and easy means of accessing Basinga
Extra where past and present copy of the magazine can be accessed and much more!
The page is in the process of development and links to different parts of the Basinga Extra
website will appear soon.
Unfortunately we will be unable to publish the printed magazine until further notice due to
the number of our many delivers being in isolation. We appreciate that not much will be
going on with the clubs or events, therefore we would welcome any article, picture, letter,
poem, recipe or any interesting anecdote which might help to alleviate the isolation many
of us are now feeling.
Contributions via the website forms or in an email to editor@basinga.org.uk please. We
look forward to reading how you are coping with this unprecedented crisis.
You can visit our Facebook page by clicking this link:
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / B a s i n g a - T h e - p a r i s h - m a g a z i n e - o f - O l d - B a s i n g - a n d Lychpit-106521874339893/
Or by searching of Facebook for: Basinga – The parish magazine of Old Basing and
Lychpit
Or clicking on a post with the “Basinga” Logo in a yellow circle.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Being of a vulnerable age and placing myself in isolation, my new routine now includes
taking a look outside the house to see what, if anything, is happening along the road.
The first time just a few cars passing by, but no walkers until a couple, whom I vaguely
recognised, stopped, pointed to my car on the driveway and exchanged a few words. They
then noticed me at an upstairs window waved and enquired if I was doing okay. It transpired
they had noticed my car had not been off the driveway on the days I would have regularly
been driving and were contemplating if they should check all was okay, remembering I was
an older resident. Thank you, much appreciated.
I have also been contacted by my Street Champions, which was a pleasant surprise; it’s
reassuring to know help is just down the road if needed.
No doubt some may consider these kind of actions an intrusion into their privacy but for
many it could be a life saver, or at least a chance to know they can get help if needed, so a
passing wave, a few words, a telephone call or even a knock on the door (stand well back),
if you notice anything amiss could may make a big difference to those of us in isolation.
Luckily at the moment I’m managing okay but should I get stuck for anything, I know I have
back up. These small gestures certainly brighten up my day.
Name and address given
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) CRISIS
During the current lock down Parish Council office staff are working from home with
occasional visits to the office individually to check post and deal with any matters that
cannot be dealt with remotely.
Regular Covid-19 updates are being published on the Parish Council website with
links published on the Old Basing & Lychpit People Facebook page. These include
updates from the Borough and Hampshire County Council with regard to bus services, bin
collections, highways works etc.
Meetings (when it is necessary to hold one) will be held remotely and residents are invited
to submit queries by email to the Clerk. If you wish to contact the office on urgent matters,
please call the emergency mobile number 07507 514498.
Although the recreation facilities (courts, pitches, play and gym equipment) are closed,
the recreation ground is still open for those wishing to take a daily walk or other form of
exercise whilst maintaining social distancing guidelines. The allotments and cemetery are
also open on the same basis.
Our grounds staff continue to carry out their duties in maintaining the grounds whilst also
observing Government guidelines to ensure the facilities will be ready for use again as
soon as restrictions are lifted.
NEW COUNCILLOR
We are pleased to report that, in response to our request for residents to consider becoming
a Councillor, Old Basing resident Kate Tuck put her name forward for co-option, and this
was unanimously supported at the 7th April Parish Council Meeting conducted by email.
Kate has been actively involved in the community for many years, in particular with SOLVE
(Save our Loddon Valley Environment) to oppose over-development within the local area.
More latterly, Kate has co-ordinated the Street Champions Group to support elderly and
vulnerable residents during the current situation.
We are sure Kate will make a huge contribution as a Councillor but still have two further
vacancies and would welcome submissions from any resident who may be interested.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meeting dates are Tuesdays 5th May and 2th June, at 7.30pm, unless
otherwise advised.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck
Assistant Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telelephone: 01256 462847
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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COVID-19: SUPPORT AVAILABLE FOR VULNERABLE RESIDENTS
A careline has been set up to help vulnerable residents across the borough register for
support such as access to food and medicine during the COVID-19 outbreak. Basingstoke
and Deane Borough Council is working with Hampshire County Council and the Hampshire
and Isle of Wight Local Resilience Forum on how to provide assistance to residents in need
of support with the help of local community organisations. This includes residents with
an increased risk of illnesses who are self-isolating at home, such as over 70s, pregnant
women and anyone usually instructed to get a flu jab, and have no nearby family and
friends to support them.
In addition, other groups who may be struggling, such as Universal Credit claimants waiting
for payments, and may be unable to purchase supplies will be supported.
Residents in need of support should contact the council by calling 01256 844844 or emailing
communityhub@basingstoke.gov.uk
Alongside this, the NHS is writing to people identified at risk of severe illness as a result
of underlying medical conditions which make them more likely to be admitted to hospital.
Residents who receive this letter should follow the instructions in order to request support.
Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Communities, Culture and Partnerships Cllr Simon
Bound said:
“We know this is a worrying time for our residents who may be struggling to get access to
essential supplies such as food and medicine. To help our most vulnerable residents, we
would encourage them, or anyone worried about a relative, to contact us so we can ensure
they are supported with the latest advice and access to essential supplies as quickly as
possible, working with Basingstoke Voluntary Action and local community groups. I would
like to thank all residents who have volunteered so far as well as community groups who
have come forward to help and would encourage anyone else who would like to volunteer
to register with BVA by visiting www.bvaction.org.uk/coronavirus-volunteering or calling
01256 423852.”
If you require more information about the council’s response to COVID-19 you can visit:
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/coronavirus

COMMUNITY TRANSPORT SERVICE NO. 55
Due to lack of patronage Basingstoke Community Transport (BTC) have taken the
decision to suspend the Route 55 from Thursday, 9th April, as a timetabled service.
Until further notice Route 55 will operate as a ‘Call and Go’ style service, whereby
passengers wishing to travel will now have to call BCT on 01256 320501 one day in
advance as a minimum to book their journey (but can book up to one week in advance
if more convenient). By operating in this way we can ensure that a service to residents
is available should they absolutely need it whilst maintaining the government’s advice to
restrict all but essential travel which must be as infrequent as is possible.
Finally, BCT would like to assure their customers that this very popular service will
be resumed as soon as government travel limitations are relaxed. Thank you for your
understanding and support!
Cllr Alan Jones
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LOCAL SHOPPING INFORMATION
Support our local shops, there is no reason, with the community’s help, that anyone
should be short of food in Old Basing and Lychpit.
If we have missed anyone out or the details have changed please let us know at
advertising@basinga.org.uk
OLIVER'S
Oliver's (fish and chips) is now offering a home delivery service to Old Basing and Lychpit
areas of their full takeaway menu. Open: Wednesday to Saturday, noon to 8pm. Deliveries
every hour, the last at 7pm (last order by 6:45pm). Card payment will taken over the phone
but cash payments are still accepted and arrangements will be made upon ordering.
Call 01256 321018 to order. Free delivery for residents of Old Basing and Lychpit. For
takeaways see instruction at “Queue Here” window on arrival. For the menu visit: www.
olivers4fish.co.uk/
OLD BASING CONVENIENCE STORE
Old Basing Convenience Store for the period of the emergency will provide a home
delivery service of essential goods to vulnerable residents who are in isolation in the Old
Basing area. Minimum spend of £10 is required, deliveries, at no additional charge, taking
place Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Telephone orders to Raj on 01256 464020 who
will advise payment and arrangements for delivery. Contact can also be made via their
Facebook page.
BOLTON ARMS
Bolton Arms can deliver from their suppliers; a wide range of products, from raw ingredients
to toiletries and drinks (even alcohol!), plus their own menu of home-cooked foods. Open
Monday to Saturday, 5.00 to 8.00pm; Sunday, noon to 3.00pm. Please contact them with
your requirements on chef@thebolton.com or tel. 01256 819457 or 819555 (both have
answer phones). Deliveries to vulnerable residents normally within 24 hours.
THE CROWN
The Crown public house is providing a farm shop and cooked food takeaway service.
Fresh produce can be ordered and collected Tuesday to Saturday, 10.00am to 2.00pm.
Takeaways available Tuesday to Saturday, 6.00 to 10.00pm. Closed Monday and Sunday.
For both services call 01256 321424. The list of produce and menu can be found on their
Facebook page or just let them know what you want.
CROMWELL INDIAN CUISINE
Cromwell (Lychpit): Open for orders 5.30 to 9.00pm (except Mondays when closed).
Delivery available. Telephone: 01256 476828.
BASING CHINESE TAKEAWAY - Closed until further notice. Tel: 01256 841818.
THE CO-OP (Linden Avenue) is open 9.00am to 8.00pm, 7 days a week, plus from 8.00
to 9.00am for elderly residents only. Tel: 01256 362845.
TESCO EXPRESS
Tesco Express (Lychpit). Open 7.00am to 10.00pm. Tel: 0345 0269191.
DAY LEWIS PHARMACY
Pharmacy is open Monday to Friday 9.00am to 6.00pm (closed 1 to 2 pm). Tel. 01256
477267.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS
Piano Lessons

PROFESSIONAL FOOT CARE IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

All ages and abilities
Beginners welcome

Fay Curtis MCFHP MAFHP, fully qualified
Foot Health Practitioner offers a range of foot
services including:

Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

Toenail cutting, Nail condition treatments, Corn
removal, Callus reduction, Dry and cracked
heel remedies, Verruca treatment and Diabetic
foot care.

Jane Stockdale

HOME COOKING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
SPECIALISING IN CAKES & CANAPES

To book an appointment call

Tel. 01252 723161 / Mob. 07775 696918

Fay on 07780 664410

BASINGA:

We have vacant contract advertising space available for 2020, if you are interested contact the
Advertising Manager on:
advertising@basinga.org.uk

ADVERTISERS NEWS
We welcome a new local advertiser, Kip McGrath, see advert page 2.
Beechdown are offering free online fitness classes, see advert back page.
Submissions to the magazine and website can be made via www.basinga.org.uk using the
web forms:
Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop
down and for Free and Concession Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid
advertising enquiries can also be made in the same way.
Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and
website and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing
them. All submission must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous
to the magazine issue month.
If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.
Our privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the new GDPR
requirements for publishing photographs.
Contacts for general enquiries and assistance:
advertising@basinga.org.uk or editor@basinga.org.uk or webtech@basinga.org.uk
All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors
made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and
opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors
concerned and not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.
15
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FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be
entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later contact
the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the web site with photographs if available.

SINGLE DIVAN BASE
£ FREE
01256816636
Size 1880x900x340 (no storage in base). Excellent condition. Buyer collects.

ELECTRICAL/PLUMBING ITEMS
£1 EACH
01256352310
Various electrical/plumbing items (on display at front of 22 Bexmoor Way) for honesty
box donations.
ORNAMENTAL PLANT POTS
£5 EACH
01256352310
Various ornamental plant pots (on display at front of 22 Bexmoor Way) for honesty box
donations.
WATER BUTT
£5
01256352310
4 PLAY MATS
£ FREE
01256352310

CONCESSION ADVERTS – WHAT’S ON
LADIES FIRST FRIDAY COFFEE MORNING: I am sorry to let you know that due to the
coronavirus we shall be unable to meet until the restrictions are lifted.
Sheila Stone. Tel 01256 350238

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL
What strange and challenging months March and April were. Who knows what things will
look like by the time you read this, but hopefully fewer lives and livelihoods will be being
affected by the awful virus. Watching and listening to the news at these uncertain times
can be all-consuming and very upsetting. It is however, very humbling to hear about all
the wonderful work being done to help keep us safe and healthy. Whilst not forgetting the
dangers and challenges being faced across the country – and the world – we at Linguatastic
have been trying to keep some sort of normality. We think that children still deserve to be
educated, be stimulated and have some kind of social interaction with those their age and
so we feel extremely privileged to be in a position to be able to offer these things through
our language lessons online. They are not quite the same as face-to-face lessons, but they
do help give the children some structure to their days and help keep them in a learning
frame of mind. Our adults too, have been able to access their lessons online and for their
one or two hours a week, “escape” from work, home-schooling and/or the news.
Indeed, if we are still in lockdown when this article is published and you would be interested
in temporarily joining our online lessons, get in touch by email: info@linguatastic.com
While we, like so many, are suffering from the knock-on effects of this virus, we feel that
it is important to share the burden and should like to do something to help out and so are
looking to donate a proportion of class fees to the NHS and Médecins Sans Frontières
(MSF) to help support the incredible work their members of staff are doing, both locally and
around the world.
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CHINEHAM CENTRE SHOPS
Due to circumstances stores may change their opening times at short notice. This
information was made available by the Centre Management at:
www.chinehamshopping.co.uk
If you discover any changes let us know via advertising@basinga.org.uk
TESCO
Open Monday to Saturday 8.00am to 10.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm.
From 9.00 to 10.00am Monday, Wednesday and Friday prioritised access for the elderly
and most vulnerable.
From 9.00 to 10.00am Tuesday and Thursday, prioritised for NHS staff along with a
browsing hour before checkouts open on Sundays.
Only 80 customers allowed in store at one time. Tel. 0345 6779039.
ICELAND
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 6.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Seven days a week the first hour of trading is for over 70s and vulnerable persons and last
hour for NHS staff.
Only 20 customers allowed in store at one time. Tel. 01256 321723.
SUPERDRUG
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Only 10 customers allowed in store at one time. Tel. 01256 465200.
MARKS & SPENCER CHINEHAM SIMPLY FOOD
Open Monday to Saturday, 8.00am to 9.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm.
First hour Monday and Thursday for over 70s and vulnerable persons.
First hour Tuesday and Friday for NHS staff.
Only 40 customers allowed in store at one time. Tel. 01256 326429.
POUNDLAND
Open Monday to Saturday 8.00am to 4.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Only 20 customers allowed in store at one time. Tel. 01256 365192.
BOOTS
Open Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 7.00pm; Saturday 9.00am to 5.00pm; Sunday 10.00am
to 4.00pm.
Each day the store will be closed from 1.00 to 2.00pm and Pharmacy 1.00 to 2.00pm.
Only 10 customers allowed in at one time (5 in pharmacy; 5 in store). Tel. 01256 417414.
PETS CORNER
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00am to 6.00pm; Sunday 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Carry-to-car and home delivery available within a 10-mile radius.
Only 2 customers allowed in store at one time. Tel. 01256 361963.
DOMINOS
Open daily 10.00am to midnight (telephone orders for delivery only). Tel. 01256 810030.
CHINEHAM CENTRE OPTICIANS
May be open for short periods.
Please contact via Facebook page or email: chinehamcentreopticians@hotmail.co.uk
Only one person in store at one time. Tel. 01256 327564.
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CARNIVAL NEWS
For those who may not have seen social media or heard from friends and family…..given
the unprecedented situation that we are all facing, it is with great sadness that we are have
decided to postpone the 50th Carnival until Saturday, 19th June 2021.
We appreciate that this will be disappointing for many however given the extraordinary
situation we felt this was the right course of action. If you have any queries please do not
hesitate to contact oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com – we hope that you keep well and
support each other through this difficult time.
Old Basing Carnival Committee

OLD BASING & LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW
The 2020 Village Show Schedule is now available online. In these uncertain times, the
committee is closely monitoring the COVID-19 situation and will make further updates if
they become necessary. We intend to publish a number of hard-copy schedules later in
the summer. In the meantime, thank you for your interest and support. Please continue to
monitor the website www.oblvs.org.uk for any updates and above all Stay Safe.
If you are unable to connect to our website and would like to see certain sections of the
Schedule to enable you to plan your entries, please contact the Committee Chairman,
Judith Dixon-Patterson, by telephone 01256 350245 or, the Show Secretary, Steve
Layland, on 01256 354383, and they will send you what you require.

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE
A month ago I sat here and wrote a fairly upbeat article about what was going to happen at
Basing House this spring – living history, a festival of spring, a hen and chicken weekend
and two outdoor theatre performances later in the year. Of course, none of it has happened.
The House is closed and at the moment we have no idea when it will reopen.
I think I can safely say that any event I have mentioned in the Basinga is cancelled or
postponed – even the open-air theatre performances later in the year. There are other
events planned (and I stress “planned”) for later in the season, and they are described
on the Basing House web pages: www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house where
you will also find any news of reopening. The wider site will also carry any news of any
reopening of Milestones or our other venues.
All the Hampshire Cultural Trust’s venues may currently be closed, but the home page of
our website: www.hampshireculture.org.uk includes a gateway into “Culture on Call”,
their cultural website and other pages which give you online access to some parts of the
Trust’s collection.
A walk past the barn shows that things were happening in preparation for the new season
– the scaffolding is there for repairs to the barn roof, and many of the paths show that they
are in the midst of being weeded and generally tidied up. And the Bothy, intended to return
as our on-site tearoom, has been deep cleaned and redecorated. But now all is on hold.
Meanwhile the snowdrops, daffodils, primroses and cowslips have made their seasonal
appearances, and surely our deer and other wildlife are enjoying their long period as our
only visitors.
Andrew Howard (tel. 01256 327014)
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LIVING THROUGH LOCKDOWN
Dear Friends,
As we are living through lockdown and surviving through self isolating we will be conscious
of many areas of life which are missing, not least the opportunity of being with other people.
It is a time of great danger in which we are aware of our shared vulnerability and our need
of one another.
In a time that appears to be marked by what we can’t do, it may be helpful to reflect on what
we can.
We were not able to worship together during Holy Week and at Easter, but one person in
the village used creative imagination in expressing the Church’s faith by providing vivid reminders of their significance in the windows of the Methodist Church as you will see in the
photos (see below and on the Basinga website for the full set of photos).
I am part of the Methodist Ministerial team caring for a number of places in the Basingstoke
and Reading Circuit. It already feels a great privilege to be a minister at Old Basing and to
be writing this article.
I actually live some distance away in Caversham, north of the Thames in Reading.
Where I am living a lady is making protective masks for NHS workers and people in the
community, taking the initiative to save lives.
On our daily walk we see pictures of rainbows created by young people in their windows to
offer symbols of hope to us all.
Thursday evenings see neighbours along our road clapping and playing musical instruments
in support of key workers to voice our appreciation.
It would be easy to feel useless simply because we are staying at home when other people may
be putting their lives on the line each day, but the message we have consistently heard is that
staying at home save lives, so we are actually helping even if we appear to be doing very little.
We can also be inspired by the examples of others who are expressing faith in imaginative
ways; taking initiatives to help save lives; offering symbols of hope, and voicing our appreciation of those upon whom we all rely.
There will be many things for us to learn through lockdown that can affect the quality of life
for ourselves and others around us.
With love,

Reverend David Jenkins
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ST MARY'S CHURCH
ST MARY’S CHURCH – ONLINE SERVICES
We are live-streaming some services via our Facebook page
(St Mary’s Old Basing and Lychpit), with all welcome to join
these services whilst the church building is closed.
Morning Prayer
Sunday Worship

9.15am on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
9.30am – service sheet available on the St Mary’s website:
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
If you have a prayer request then please give Revd Heather a call on 07745 731729 or
email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
If you’d like to be added to our distribution list for Revd Heather’s weekly message
please email our Administrator, Debbie Filer: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
SUPPORT DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK
St Mary’s is a local hub working with Basingstoke Voluntary Action and Basingstoke
Council for those needing support at this time, whether that be in terms of practical help
such as shopping and the collection of prescriptions or if you are feeling isolated and
would welcome a friendly phone call. Please contact Revd Heather directly by phone on
07745 731729 or by email: basinghub@gmail.com
BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK – DONATION REQUEST
The Foodbank is facing a high level of demand and would appreciate any support that
you can give in terms of donations. St Mary’s continues to be a collection point for the
Foodbank. Please leave items in the crate on the Vicarage porch (the Vicarage is located
on the corner of Church Lane and Milkingpen Lane). There is also a collection box in Tesco
at Chineham. For a list of items that are in particular short supply can you please visit:
www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk
Keep us, good Lord,
under the shadow of your mercy
in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;
that we may rejoice in your comfort
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen

Reverend Heather
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)
Spring has arrived, the grass is growing, the birds are singing …..
However, all Working Parties are CANCELLED due to Coronavirus. They will not resume
until church services are once again permitted. We look forward to once again welcoming
our volunteers once life returns to normal. Meanwhile we hope you and your families
remain healthy. Thank you for your support.
We have also postponed our April AGM and Margaret and Tim Carr’s illustrated talk on
“Spring in Arctic Sweden” until October (at the earliest).
While in lockdown we can still enjoy watching the birds, the flowers in our gardens and
from our windows as the days lengthen and warm up. Birds will continue to nest and
butterflies emerge. Take care and keep well.
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.
Margaret Carr – www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

PAM LOVE (21/05/1972 – 11/03/2020)
Martin and John would like to thank everyone for the messages of support that they have
received following Pam’s death, after a five-year battle with cancer, at St Michael’s Hospice
on 11th March, 2020. While her funeral was held at Ham Down Woodland Burial site on
27th March, due to the current COVID-19 restrictions, the planned Celebration of her
Life will be postponed until 21st May, 2021. Any donations to St Michael’s Hospice can be
made via www.tmfunerals.co.uk

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We’d like to pass on our personal “Thank You's" and "Well Dones” to all the businesses in
Old Basing who have stayed open to support us with our shopping and meals during the
last few weeks. The Co-op, the Premier, Oliver’s, Day Lewis Pharmacy, Newlands Farm
Shop, and the pubs too. We use the local shops, chemist and other businesses, and really
appreciate what the staff are doing. The fact that the businesses are here has mean't
that we haven’t had to face the long queues and health risks at the supermarkets. It has
reminded us how important our local businesses are, and unless we use them we might
lose them!
Maggie and Gerry Palmer (Old Basing Residents)
Readers occasionally drop us a line in praise of someone in the village deserving
recognition; this time it’s the Old Basing Convenience Store with Raj and his wife going
the extra mile to providing a free delivery service to elderly self-isolating persons in the
Old Basing area. Also a shout out to Oliver’s, The Crown and The Bolton Arms with their
new services, which adds to the variety of outlets available in the parish. Who needs to
order from a supermarket (even if you could get a delivery slot) with the choices on offer in
the parish? See the listings on page 13 and our website which is being updated with any
changes notified.
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ODIHAM AND OLD BASING HEALTH CENTRE
The Odiham and Old Basing Health Centre advises that all contact with the practice
must be made by telephone. If you call for an appointment they will advise, and depending
on your requirements, offer, in the first instance, a telephone consultation and any follow
up as may be required. Telephone 01256 702371 (Odiham). 01256 868370 (Old Basing)
This is the information and advice from their website at www.odihamhealthcentre.co.uk
CORONAVIRUS
The practice is committed to the health of our population registered with us. With the
increasing spread of coronavirus the practice has taken the decision to change the range
of GP appointments offered. All face to face appointment will now be telephone or video
consultations in the first instance. If you need to be seen the clinician will liaise with you
directly to organise this. We would stress this is in response to the evolving situation
and based on guidance from Public Health England and with support from our local
commissioners. Please consider carefully if your problem is urgent and cannot wait, we
are entering an unprecedented period of demand on the whole NHS.
With your support we hope to deliver the safest possible services during this turbulent
period. We remain committed to the health and well being of our population and thank you
for your support.
Further information can be found at:
www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-information-for-the-public
If you have a new continuous cough or fever (37.8 degrees centigrade or higher) regardless
of travel history or contact with confirmed cases you should self-isolate for seven days
(this includes children) from the onset of symptoms following current advice. If you have
symptoms and you cannot manage at home you should use NHS 111 online for advice.
DO NOT go to the GP. Go to www.111.nhs.uk/service/covid-19 (please only call NHS
111 if you cannot get on line)
After seven days of self-isolation, if you feel better and no longer have a temperature
you can return to your normal routine. If you have not had signs of improvement after 7
days and have not already sought medical advice, you should use NHS 111 online before
leaving your home or letting in visitors
For general advice such as how it spreads and how to avoid infection, or actions you need
to take regarding self-isolation go to: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB
Old Basing Tennis Club is currently closed following Government
advice. Please keep safe during this time and the club will reopen when
restrictions are lifted. This summer is the 90th year of the founding of
the Tennis Club, a fabulous facility for local people to use and enjoy and
we had various celebrations planned. We look forward to holding these
events and telling you about them later in the summer. To find out more,
find us on Facebook at Old Basing Tennis Club or www.clubspark.
lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND VOLUNTEERING
If you know of any other sources of help or volunteering please let us know on:
advertising@basinga.org.uk
BASINGSTOKE & DEANE COUNCIL
Basingstoke & Deane Council are working with Basingstoke Voluntary Action to coordinate support for vulnerable residents during the COVID-19 outbreak. This partnership
will enhance the significant community work already taking place across the borough,
providing a source of further information and guidance and allowing suitable volunteers to
be matched with community groups.
If you are thinking about starting a group in your area or have already done so, please
visit the website: www.bvaction.org.uk/coronavirus-volunteering or call 01256 423852 to
register your group. If you have any concerns for a vulnerable person and have not been
able to get help, call the Council on 01256 844844 for advice.
A careline has been set up to help vulnerable residents register for support such as access
to food and medicine when they have no nearby family and friends. Call on 01256 844844
(Monday to Friday from 8.30am to 5pm) or email communityhub@basingstoke.gov.uk
(seven days a week). The borough council will then work with community organisations to
deliver essential supplies as soon as possible. This also covers those at those at risk of
illnesses who are self-isolating at home, including over 70s, pregnant women and anyone
usually instructed to get a flu jab, and again have no nearby family and friends. This
includes other groups who may be struggling such as Universal Credit claimants waiting
for payments and may be unable to purchase supplies.
HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL has a dedicated number for vulnerable residents to
access support at this time with shopping, prescriptions and befriending. Call 0333 3704000.
STREET CHAMPIONS
Street Champions in Old Basing and Lychpit aim to have groups covering all streets in
the Parish so residents in their street can be kept informed and can give support to each
other if needed. If your street has been covered you will have received a note through your
door with contact details, if not and you think you would like to help then please go the
Old Basing & Lychpit People Facebook page or contact Kate Tuck on 07747 000534 or
katetuck21@gmail.com
Many of the groups will use social media to communicate within their group, but if you
are not a fan you can still contact your particular Street Champions by phone and if you
wish, identify yourself as someone who may require help, be it a friendly phone call or the
collection of shopping, etc.
ST MARY’S CHURCH
If you are lonely or isolated at this time and in need of any support, please do not hesitate
to contact Reverend Heather on 01256 363636 or 07745 731729 or Debbie Filer on 07475
732397.
There is a team of DBS-checked volunteers from St Mary’s Church who willing to provide
support, the team is registered with both Basingstoke Voluntary Action and the British Red
Cross Organisations, working together to keep everyone safe.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT AND VOLUNTEERING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

TWO APPEALS FOR HELP VIA ST MARY’S CHURCH:
NHS-VOLUNTEER ARMY
The Diocese of Winchester are encouraging individuals to sign up to the NHS-volunteer
army. If you would be willing to sign up with them directly it would be of benefit to us all.
They are seeking 250,000 volunteers to help the 1.5 million people who are in 12-week
isolation. You can sign up via:
www.england.nhs.uk/2020/03/your-nhs-needs-you-nhs-call-for-volunteer-army/
BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK
Many of their regular volunteers are over 70 and have needed to step back. They are
looking for people to help in a number of ways including sorting and checking donated
goods and packing up bags to be handed out to clients. Volunteers need to be fit and aged
18 years upwards. If you’re able to step in, even if only for a few days then please email:
admin@basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk
ALSO:
GOVERNMENT CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT
Get Government Coronavirus Support for extremely vulnerable persons, register at:
www.gov.uk/coronavirus-extremely-vulnerable
If you have a medical condition that makes you extremely vulnerable to coronavirus, you
will be able to ask for help if you do not have a support network of friends and family. If
you’re not sure whether your medical condition makes you extremely vulnerable, register
anyway, the service is free. You can register yourself, or have someone else do it for you.
You will be asked for your NHS number (but you can still register if you do not have it). The
number can be found on any letter the NHS has sent you or on a prescription.
The Government has been texting and writing to those of a vulnerable disposition and
people identified as the most vulnerable in their communities may be contacted directly –
including in person where necessary – as a priority.
By registering you are making sure you are known in case you do not receive any
communications from them.
EMERGENCY CHILD CARE HUB
OLD BASING VILLAGE NURSERY SCHOOL is providing Ofsted-registered child care for
children of key workers at Old Basing Village Hall from 8.15am until 4pm.
If your current provider has closed or you need additional care then contact them by phone
on 07557 642510 to check availability.
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OLD BASING WI
As you might expect, all of our activities from mid-March through
to end of April were cancelled. Our May Members’ Meeting and
AGM has also been postponed till later in the year. Meanwhile
the Committee will carry on until the AGM can be held. Many of the other activities we had
planned for early summer have also been either cancelled by the organisers or will be rescheduled for later in the year.
It is with deep sadness that we report the death of Iris Kendrick on 4th April. Iris had lived in
Old Basing for 67 years, had been an active member of the bowls club and a WI Member,
and was just a few days short of her 90th birthday. She will be remembered by many in
the village.
Until we are able to re-start our monthly meetings, we have set up a Whatsapp group to
keep in touch with all our Members so that we can still share photos and details of what
we have been up to whilst in isolation. If Members wish to join then please contact our
President.
Details of how the WI in Hampshire is dealing with the current situation can be found at
www.hampshirewi.org.uk – I will contact Members when we are able to re-start and at
that time, we will be able to welcome any new Members who wish to join us.

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER (NWR)
National Women’s Register (NWR) has cancelled our physical meetings for the time
being.
NWR began in 1960 when many women were frequently denied the opportunity to return
to work after starting a family. It was recognised that there was a strong need to break from
domestic responsibilities and to connect with other lively-minded women. NWR continues
today to celebrate the fostering of friendships and the cultivating of minds, recognising that
these are timeless fundamental human needs.
NWR are embracing social media to stay in touch, and keep our minds active, including a
subscription to Digital Theatre Plus.
Our local Group had great fun getting to grips with Zoom technology for our scheduled
first Monday of the month meeting. The theme was Stress Management which had been
selected at our planning meeting last October. Little did we know even a few weeks ago
how our lives have changed. The challenges of COVID-19 and the necessary restrictions
to our lives have had an impact on what had previously been very easy lives.
On 28th February 2020 NWR featured on Woman’s Hour. After many years of being a
“Best Kept Secret” with recommendations passed around by word of mouth, NWR was
given nationwide publicity. Listen to the interview by clicking www.tiny.cc/n3kpkm or read
about it in The Guardian by going to www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2020/feb/27/imet-women-who-wanted-to-discuss-non-baby-things-how-60-years-of-the-nationalwomens-register-changed-lives
Further information can be found via www.nwr.org.uk or you can contact Sandie, email:
sandra.tapping@gmail.com or Karen, tel. 01256 328488.
Sandie Tapping
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THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
WHAT’S AROUND THIS MONTH
During May we’ll be seeing much more wildlife around the field, with
many of our migrant species of birds returning and more butterflies
beginning to appear. Swifts will start arriving, joining the Swallows and
House Martins that will already be here. Other migrants making their
presence heard include the Whitethroat, Garden warblers and Willow warblers along with
the distinctive sound of the Cuckoo, also watch for the Goldfinches singing from the tops
of bushes as they’re nesting.
Evening visitors to the field will likely see the Tawny Owl on its regular hunts, as well as
perhaps two species of bats, the Pipistrelle with its irregular flight above head height, and
the less Common Serotine, its broad wings giving it a more leisurely flight at about tree-top
height. Please drop in on our Facebook page which is regularly updated with stunning
photos of the field’s wildlife.
Anne Francis (tel. 07974 944439)

Email: millfieldoldbasing@yahoo.co.uk
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST
WHO’S HIDING IN THE HEDGEROW?
Our hedgerows support an amazing diversity of plants and animals, providing
wildlife with a rich larder throughout the year. Pollinators buzz around hedgerow
flowers in spring, small mammals scurry through their depths in summer and
thrushes pluck berries from their branches in autumn and winter. Hedgerows
create vital links across the countryside that help wildlife to move about freely, and they
benefit the wider environment too: they prevent soil erosion, capture pollutants such as
fertilisers, assist with water regulation and combat climate change by capturing carbon. As
the days get longer and the breeding season gains momentum, our local hedgerows are
alive with activity. Here are a few hedge-loving species that you might spot this spring…
Hedgehogs: As their name suggests, hedgehogs are often found near hedgerows. Hedges
are ideal nest sites for them and offer a varied bounty of invertebrates, as well as protection
from predators. Under the cover of hedgerows hedgehogs can travel about undetected.
Bats: Hedges can slow wind speeds in exposed areas, allowing insects to fly in places
where they wouldn’t otherwise be able to. This in turn means that there is more prey
available for bats on windy nights. Hedges are especially important for bats with limited
echolocation ranges like Pipistrelles, serving as landmarks so they can navigate more
easily. Hedgerow trees also provide valuable roosting sites for bats: some species, like the
noctule, will use crevices in the bark to roost and breed.
Birds: During the spring and summer hedgerows really come to life with the busy fluttering
and chirping of birds. Hedgerows are hugely important for them, providing vital food
and shelter that can be hard to find in agricultural and urban landscapes. Bullfinches,
yellowhammers and linnets all make their nests in hedgerows, usually near arable fields,
and in more built-up areas house sparrows and blackbirds are common.
If you would like to grow a hedge in place of a fence or a wall to help wildlife where you live,
you can find lots of handy hints and tips on our website: hiwwt.org.uk/actions
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MAY IN YOUR GARDEN
The coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis shouldn’t keep you away from your garden. Quite
the opposite, a lock-down is a great opportunity to take even better care of your plants.
Whether voluntary or imposed by the government, gardening is safe and will bear much
more fruit than staying inside.
Being confined to your home and house unlocks hours of extra free time. It’s the perfect
opportunity to weed undesirable plants from your gardens. Now is the perfect time to get
rid of weeds. The soft, moist soil from winter rains makes pulling them out very easy. Make
sure though that you pull out the entire root system. Manual weeding is the ultimate choice
for your garden, since it avoids all sorts of chemicals and herbicides.
You can still mow your lawn during lock-down but you must keep trimmings in your garden.
Now is also the perfect time to rejuvenate an old lawn by re-seeding bare patches or apply
a topdressing of fertiliser to replenish its nutrients.
Shrubs that have finished their winter blooming can also be pruned now. There’s still also
time to catch up on pruning your roses, if you haven’t had the occasion to yet. And, of
course, there are many types of hedges that can still be pruned.
With children at home getting under your feet, now is an excellent opportunity to get them
involved in the garden. More than just a way to spend time having fun, it’s also a very
healthy way to build up immunity and teach children how wonderful nature is. Why not start
a children’s vegetable patch or make a herbarium. Propagate your houseplants; this will
give them a plant of their own to care for.
There is currently no kerbside green bag garden refuse collection and the household waste
recycling centre in Wade Road has closed its doors, so getting rid of your weeds, lawn
trimmings or hedge pruning waste that way is impossible. The alternative? Set up a simple
compost pile to stash all that nutrient-rich material! Weeds can even be recycled into liquid
fertilizer with just a pail and water. Ferment them to extract nutrients you can use to water
your houseplants! Kids love making bubbly potions too!
Garden centres are closed so there can be no buying of seeds, soil mix, fertilizer or other
garden implements. Worry not! You can make your own soil mix from household items you
already have. And on top of that, there are dozens of plants you can grow straight from
the kitchen!
Garden stores, nurseries, and horticulture centres have also shut. How then do you buy
seeds and plants during coronavirus? Many garden stores, nurseries and horticulture
centres now have online-stores. It’s still perfectly possible to buy online and have them
delivered. You can, as of now, purchase plants, seedlings and seeds on the internet.
Always remember, you can also start cuttings from your favourite plants, or divide them, a
free alternative!
The benefit of gardening to our physical well-being is obvious but during these uncertain
times maybe just as important are the positive effects on our mental health, a fact
recognised as long ago as 1577 by Thomas Hill who advises: “The garden is a ground plot
for the mind”.
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NATURE NOTES FOR MAY
Despite the weird times we are currently living in, summer arrived like a superhero to the
rescue which has allowed us with gardens or those who just like exercise, to at least glean
some solace from self isolation.
What it has also done is to give us chance to smell the roses, or more accurately, check
out the daffs, tulips, blossom and everything that’s suddenly burst into life. Birdsong has
become prolific and loud, thanks to the silence that has fallen the skies above and our major
roads to the south and east. We here are fortunate that the Old Basing area doesn’t suffer
from much air pollution but even that must have improved too. Clearly many parts of world
including where this terrible pandemic originated can now see the sky and smell clean air.
Wildlife has taken advantage of this lull in human activity and there have been videos of wild
goats eating everything green in a Welsh town and donkeys and ponies wandering down
Beaulieu high street.
Here, I’ve noticed an increase in the number of corvids (not covids!) flying around our roofs
and gardens, as they’re now not disturbed by traffic or people. I’m hopeful that we might see
the hedgehog revival continue too as it did last year and many of you have reported these
prickly favourites in your gardens. With night-time traffic cut by 90% they may just have a
better chance of survival on the roads. I’ve put a picture on the Basinga website of one very
healthy individual who visits our food offerings every night and it would very exciting if it
brings its young to the dish in a few months time.
Butterflies have absolutely loved the gorgeous weather that early April brought and you’ve
reported many species including Brimstone, Red Admiral, Peacock, Holly Blue, Orange Tip,
Comma and one early Large White. Bee-flys, Bumble and Orange tailed Bees have been
active and I was delighted to hear from Phil and Penny Jubin, our local apiarists, that the
swarm they collected from our privet hedge late last summer, survived the winter iand one
of their hives and are now becoming active. Phil described the 7,500 workers as ‘feisty’
so he’s very welcome to keep them there, hopefully to use their energy solely on pollen
gathering!
Tim and Margaret Carr spotted a Kingfisher off of Pyotts Hill bridge and reported the first
chiffchaff singing nearby too. This was on 21st March, so very early for this little migrant of
the warbler family. Another started to sound off in the canal along Cavalier Road on 1st April
(honest!) and hasn’t stopped since so he’s struggling to attract a mate by the sounds of it.
Just today (13th April) though summer definitely arrived at Lower Mill Farm with the arrival
of the first Swallow, hopefully the first of several that nest in the barn there owned by David
and Tricia Rocke.
Katie Wenlock was the first to report ‘babies’ (11th March) these being in the shape of half
dozen Egyptian Geese near her workplace in Bramshill. They’re odd-looking gangly birds
but someone loves them!
Stephen Thair was woken by a noisy Tawny Owl very close to his Park Lane house but next
day was soothed as a couple of Goldcrests turned up in his big conifer tree, spinning their
delightful little songs.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 38
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NATURE NOTES FOR MAY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37

Stephen did also speculate whether more walkers on the common and the slightly early
arrival of the livestock has put off the local Skylark population as there’s not been many
singing, though Chris White heard three at the same time near Park Avenue/Park Lane
junction on 23rd March. However, the lack of recent rain also means the grass growth has
been stunted, that’s something I'd never imagine I'd say since the wettest winter on record!
If you managed to read April's edition of the Basinga, you’ll recall that Magpies were
building near the top of a large conifer in my rear garden eyeline, which is also the favourite
perch of the Red Kites. I was thinking that war would break out but they seem to be just
about tolerating each other for now. I doubt very much this peace will prevail when the
eggs hatch though as Kites are partial to a nice tender chick!
Don’t forget to send all your nature-related photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com or
naturenotes@basinga.org.uk or ring 01256 321108 for news. For all your bird food
requirements, order it from me at ‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring me
on 07900 648675 to place an order or get a form.
Rick Bourne

OLD BASING ALLOTMENT AND GARDEN SOCIETY (OBAGS)
This month did not at all pan out as we had hoped. The plant sale had to be abandoned
because of the lock-down and the allotment shop and toilets will remain closed until further
notice. Happily though, the allotments remain open and are a good way to spend your
daily outside exercise quota (even Michael Gove approves). There are some caveats,
Please don’t share tools between allotments, respect the social distancing protocols and
be careful when opening gates to help stop the spread of COVID-19. Basingstoke and
Deane have also requested that no bonfires are lit during lock-down to ensure those who
are suffering from respiratory symptoms are not put in more discomfort. I would kindly ask
that allotment holders respect this guidance and refrain from lighting incinerator bins, as
tempting as it may be.
Jobs for the month include protecting young seedlings from frost or drought, depending on
how the weather dice fall. You can start sowing beans, squashes and cucumbers under
cover now ready for transplanting next month. Cabbage, kale and broccoli can be sown
in open ground and you should be continuing successional sowings of lettuce, radish and
beetroot. This is your last chance to sow peas and parsnips this year. Weeding needs to
be done regularly and keep an eye out for pests like blackfly, greenfly and carrot fly.
Website: www.facebook.com/oldbasingallotments
Tracy

Braybrook

BASINGA EXTRA
Articles for which we could not find space can be accessed on www.basinga.org.uk
Basingstoke Deane Rotary; Basingstoke and District Railway Society; Basingstoke
Voluntary Action; Essential Maintenance and Grass Cutting; Government Virus Fraud
Warning; Probus; Waste Collections; Where to Get Help During the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd
Old Basing.
Hairdressing for the whole
family.
01256 357333
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l BASINGA

EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA

01256 326909

ADVERTISING: Email: advertising@basinga.org.uk
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS
TREASURER: Andy Groves, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE
DISTRIBUTION:

01256 463908
07918 644187

WEBMASTER: Brian Baker; email: webtech@basinga.org.uk

07955 743579

Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 01256 352299
01256 819006
Lychpit Area: Andree McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS

l OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK: Sandra Tuck
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

01256 462847

Monday to Thursday 10.00am to noon

l CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Heather Leppard, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing
Email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
ADMINISTRATOR:
Debbie Filer
CHURCHWARDENS:
Tricia Renwick
Ian Kershaw

01256 363612
07745 731729
07541 698235
01256 326155
01256 355500

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing

SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church;
5.30pm Evening Service
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday 10am Holy Communion
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Revd. David Jenkins

01183271592

SUNDAY SERVICE: 10.30am Morning Service

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr Christopher Rutledge
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6.30pm

07973195566

01256 465214
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