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This month's cover photograph was taken and sent to us by Vaughan Snook: "I took this 
photo of a pair of Scots Pines bathed in light at sunset in Basing Rec today, Saturday, 10th 
February. Thoughts of brighter days ahead!"
You’ve probably heard the warning to Julius Caesar in William Shakespeare’s play of the 
same name: “Beware the Ides of March.” Not only did Shakespeare’s words stick, but they 
also branded the phrase—and the date, March 15—with a dark and gloomy connotation. 
It’s likely that many people who use the phrase today don’t know its true origin. The Ides 
of March actually has a non-threatening history. Kalends, Nones and Ides were ancient 
markers used to reference dates in relation to lunar phases. Ides simply referred to the first 
full moon of a given month, which usually fell between the 13th and 15th. In fact, the Ides 
of March once signified the new year, which meant celebrations and rejoicing.

MARCH COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for 
copy to the Editor for the April edition is 6pm on Sunday, 10th March. Please use the 
forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters 
to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions). 
All advertising enquiries – classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via 
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum 
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be 
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’. 
We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the website archive 
and possible use in the magazine, go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found 
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a 
photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly to the Editor at editor@basinga.org.uk
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to 
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within 
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households 
and premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area, and a growing number of web 'browsers'. 
The magazine is produced and distributed by teams of volunteers, while our printing costs 
are covered by paid adverts from local businesses. Without the income from adverts we 
would not be able to function and our readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in 
maintaining this magazine. 
When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else, 
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them 
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom. 
Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or by 
page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS'  then 'OUR CONTRACT ADS'.

BASINGA ADVERTISERS
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St Mary’s pupils have been extremely busy working on all sorts of things and we are all 
looking forward to Easter and Holy Week in school at the end of this month.
Signs of spring are spreading through the school with our daffodils starting to bloom. But 
before that, let’s go back a month to February to appreciate some of the fun-filled things 
that St Mary’s has been up to. 
The Year 3 children had a very busy half term practising for their year group production. 
They performed  ‘Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes - Jack and the Beanstalk’ and it was a 
great opportunity for all of them. They all had so much fun practising and performing and 
all the farm animal costumes were great!  Well done to everyone involved. 
Our Year 5 pupils have had a massive amount of fun on their weekly visits to Queen 
Mary’s College to learn how to swim or improve their swimming: many of them have made 
amazing progress in their skills and confidence. 
Last half term for Year 6 was full of excitement. They have been making their own model 
fairground rides in their DT lessons. They were able to make carousels, swinging chairs 
or ferris wheels. They even made them spin using circuits and motors! They also enjoyed 
their visit to the beautiful Woking Mosque where they learnt more about Islam.
Finally, Year 4 really enjoyed their French Café organised by Madame Quick! Thank you 
to the Street Bakeshop (Old Basing), Indigo Bakery (Lychpit) and Tesco Chineham for 
donating many delicious pastries for this event. Merci!
We are looking forward to our RE units at the end of this term which will all link to the 
Easter story and mark the end of this season of Lent. We wish you all Happy Easter.

Abi and Leon Year 6

NEWS FROM ST. MARY'S CE JUNIOR SCHOOL

Everyone at Old Basing Scouts has been enjoying a multitude of 
different activities so far this term as they work towards earning new 
badges and experiencing new adventures.
Recently, the Beavers participated in Around the World in 180 
Minutes. During this event they joined other Beavers from all over 
Basingstoke to enjoy a number of different activities based on 
countries from around the world.  This allowed them to work towards 

their ‘My World’ Challenge badge. This is a special badge which goes towards the highest 
award a Beaver can earn the Bronze Award.
The Cubs have also been working towards their top award - the Silver Award. A few weeks 
ago several of our older Cubs met with Cubs from 1st Basingstoke for a special sleepover 
where they learned more about Pioneering, Tracking, Cooking and of course loads of 
games.
The Scouts also continue to enjoy many different activities during their weekly meetings 
but are also preparing for a hike in the next few weeks where they will need to navigate 
to bases, complete activities, and use their map skills to follow the route to the endpoint.
We are always looking for new people to join in the adventure. 
If you’re interested or want more information, email: group@oldbasingscouts.org.uk

OLD BASING SCOUTS
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
CONGRATULATIONS
Firstly, to the Basinga on achieving Overall Fourth Place and Best Edited Magazine in 
the National Parish Magazine Awards. When you consider how many parish magazines 
are published, this is a great achievement.
We must also offer huge congratulations to local resident, Katherine Antrobus and her two 
Vodafone colleagues in breaking the world record as the fastest group of three women to 
row from La Gomera in the Canaries to Antigua in a race known as “The World’s Toughest 
Row” – what an incredible achievement! Katherine and her colleagues raised money for 
WWF and UNHCF with donations being match-funded by the Vodafone Foundation.
THIEVES VISIT THE RECREATION GROUND – AGAIN!
Yet again the workshop at the recreation ground has been broken into and this time, unable 
to breach the security on the doors, the thieves smashed a hole through the wall at the 
rear of the building! Despite the alarm sounding and other security measures activating, 
thousands of pounds worth of grounds maintenance equipment was stolen.
Police and our security company were on site in less than eight minutes of the alarm 
activating but those responsible had disappeared. For some reason the automatic gate 
installed at the entrance to the grounds just before Christmas was open on that particular 
night. CCTV images have been passed to the police to enable them to build up a profile of 
this and similar incidents elsewhere in the Basingstoke area.
ALLOTMENTS
During the winter our grounds contractors, Larkstel, carried out a huge amount of clearance 
work at the allotments and along the boundary with the cemetery. This work included 
removal of very old trees following storm damage and clearance of larger plots that had 
been vacated. As a result, we have been able to clear our wait-list and now have plots 
available if anyone is considering taking on an allotment. The plots have all been strimmed 
ready for someone to take over and Spring is the ideal time of year to start planting. If 
you are interested, please contact Kate Hope, our Deputy Clerk, using the email address: 
deputy.clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN QUESTIONNAIRE
Thank you to all those who completed and returned the Questionnaire. By early February 
a total of 518 had been received and, at the time of writing, are now being processed.
The next two Parish Council Meetings will take place on Tuesday, 5th March and 2nd 
April.

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck 	     
Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope 
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, 
Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847 	     
Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon 
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)		
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk 	     Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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To advertise here contact 

advertising@basinga.org.uk
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On 10th March, it is Mother’s Day here in the 
UK.  Did you know though, that different countries 
celebrate this on different days?  For example, 
in Luxembourg, it’s celebrated in June and in 

Argentina it’s in October!  But even within one country it can vary!  For example, in most of 
Belgium, it is on the second Sunday of May, but in Antwerp, it’s on 15th August, the Day of 
the Assumption of Mary.
Interestingly, Mother’s Day as we know it, originated in the USA.  After losing her mother 
in 1905, a woman named Anna Jarvis, campaigned for a day to celebrate mothers. Anna’s 
mother had spent her life helping mothers to care for their children and she wanted mothers’ 
work to be recognised. She is recorded as having said “I hope … that someone, sometime, 
will found a memorial mothers’ day commemorating her for the matchless service she 
renders to humanity in every field of life.”
A few years later, Mother’s Day was introduced and by 1911, it was a holiday across every 
state in the USA.  However, whereas Mrs Jarvis had wanted to celebrate the work done by 
mothers, Anna’s perspective was that of a devoted daughter. Her motto for Mother’s Day 
was “For the Best Mother who Ever Lived—Your Mother.”  And this is why, in her opinion, 
the apostrophe had to be before the “s” not after it!
The day continued to grow in popularity and companies saw an opportunity to make money 
and started selling special cards, flowers and more. Anna became disheartened by the 
commercialisation of the day and after having campaigned for the introduction of this day, 
she spent the rest of her life campaigning for people not to buy flowers, etc. at an inflated 
price and even for the day to be rescinded!
Whatever your stance on Mother’s Day, Linguatastic is keen to teach you about apostrophes 
(and more) in other languages.  
For further information on our classes and cultural events, e-mail: info@linguatastic.com

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

EASTER EGGSTRAVANGANZA - FAMILY FUN DAY!
Join us for a paw-some day of family fun at the Wellington Social 
Club, Elmwood Way, Basingstoke RG23 8LE, on Friday, 29th 
March, noon to 4.00pm.
Admission is free, and all are welcome!
Activities Include: Easter Bonnet Competition; Fun-filled Easter 
Games; Exciting Prizes; Stalls; Refreshments.
Meet the Easter Bunny: £5 per child, including an Easter gift! 

Don’t miss the chance for your little ones to enjoy a memorable day while supporting a 
great cause. To book your place please email: hdcukad@gmail.com
Your participation will directly contribute to the well-being of dogs and cats in need. Let’s 
make this Easter a joyous celebration for the entire family while supporting a noble cause!
We look forward to seeing you there!

HELPING DOGS AND CATS UK RESCUE
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Basing House reopens for the 2024 season on Good 
Friday, 29th March. The site contains the remains of a 
Norman castle, which became a Tudor Palace and then 
a Civil War battleground, a Jacobean walled garden and 
our spectacular barn, along with plenty of countryside. It 
will be open Wednesday to Sunday until the end of 

September, from 11.00am to 4.00pm. 
There is free Basing House car parking by Bartons Mill public house.
Purchase of a ticket grants you access for twelve months, so you can enjoy events for a 
year and come back any time. 
To mark the reopening we are holding the Big Basing House Easter Egg Hunt, on Good 
Friday and Easter Saturday.  200 eggs will be hidden through our historic grounds so 
visitors can search for and discover eggs hidden all across the site -- a challenge for all the 
family. Every egg handed in gives one entry to our prize draw, so the more eggs found, the 
higher the chance of winning a very special Easter prize. This event is included in venue 
admission, but only runs until 1.00pm on each day.  Our fairy trail will also be running.
The Barn at Basing House is also a wedding venue, so we are holding a Wedding Fayre 
on Saturday, 21st April. To see our wedding venue, or just to find perfect wedding day 
suppliers just come along. Our friendly and dedicated wedding team will be there along 
with the very best local wedding suppliers and experts, offering advice and services for the 
perfect day. 
This fayre is free to attend on the day, or email us on basinghouseweddings@gmail.com 
to book your wedding 'show round' with our wedding coordinator.
For more information about Basing House and both events please visit our website at 
www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house

Andrew Howard
01256 327014

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

‘Across the pond’ on Wednesday, 13th March when David Peel 
presents Coast to Coast by Amtrak. David will illustrate his travels 
across the United States by train including two spectacular heritage 
railways: the Cumbres and Toltec and the Durango and Silverton.  
On Wednesday, 27th March, Vice-Chairman Ian Francis will present 

the BDRS Trip to Switzerland. The story of last year’s Society overseas trip will be 
illustrated with pictorial contributions from Ian and fellow travellers.
Our meetings are held at 7.45pm at The Wote Street Club, which has a licenced bar, in 
New Road in Basingstoke town centre, RG21 7NG, and visitors are most welcome.  
More details on our website at www.bdrs70d.com or call the Secretary on 07837 320790.

BASINGSTOKE AND DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY
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Friday, June 21st to 23rd  and Saturday, June 29th to Sunday 30th
The St. Mary’s Festival Team is thrilled to 
present this year’s Flower Festival, centred 
around the theme “A Celebration of Summer” 
with Flowers, Music, Art, and Open Gardens.
Start the weekend on June 21st with an 
exclusive preview of the Floral Arrangements 
and an Art Exhibition. Immerse yourself in 
the nostalgic sounds of the 1940s, marking the 
80th Anniversary of the Normandy Landings, 
while also having the chance to buy the art.

On Saturday, June 22nd, and Sunday, June 23rd, from 11.00am to 4.00 pm, join us for a 
lively Summer Fete. Explore a variety of stalls, indulge in a barbecue, savour cream teas, 
and enjoy refreshments. Revel in the musical atmosphere featuring school choirs and the 
RBL Band of Corps. Watch this space for upcoming details!

Jeanette Edwards
As well as holding the Flower Festival in 2024, St Mary’s 
Church is    also planning to hold our popular Open 
Gardens.    The Open Gardens will be on Saturday, 
29th  and Sunday, 30th  June, which is the weekend 
following the Flower Festival.  This will enable more people 
to attend both events.
I have already contacted those who have participated in 
the Open Gardens in the past, but I’m keen to encourage 
more gardeners to join in. Please have a think.  Would you 
be willing to open your garden for the weekend or one of 
the days?  We are after all types and sizes of gardens.
If you would like to participate, want to know more 
information or would like to nominate a friend with an 
interesting garden, please contact me either  in person or 
via Debbie Filer at admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

Julia Wright

ST. MARY'S CHURCH SUMMER FESTIVAL

The date for this year’s Village Show has been set as Sunday, 8th September.
Please register this in your diary now.
The new schedule has been agreed, with a few modified classes, and will be available for 
distribution or from committee members as soon as received back from the printers.
Hopefully, you have sown your vegetable and flower seeds in readiness for a bumper 
and rewarding 2024 display, with plans for exhibiting the results. As usual there will be 
classes for all ages – gardeners, cooks, floral arrangers, poets, photographers, artists and 
modellers.

VILLAGE SHOW
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org.uk using the 
web forms:

Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop down and 
for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid advertising 
enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown menu.

Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and website 
and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing them. All 
submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous to the magazine 
issue month.

If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements for 
publishing photographs.

Contacts for general enquiries and assistance: 

Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org.uk 

Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk 

All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga 
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors made 
by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and opinions 
expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors concerned and 
not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution
 Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk 

ADVERTISERS NEWS
Welcome to JUST IRON IT on page 15, BOUNCE IN A DAY on page 20 and Impressions 
Garden Maintenance LTD on page 25.
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Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will 
be entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear 
later, contact the Advertising Manager (see page 42 for contact details). Ads also 
appear on the website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available).

MIRROR – NEW			   £110			   07753638163
Bespoke made cherry with walnut strip octagonal mirror with key shelf and hooks. 440mm 
x 440mm.  Mirror 270mm x 270mm.  £110 brand new never used.

CROSS-TRAINER			   £130			   07753638163
Reebok Z-Power Cross Trainer - Black.  Excellent condition  £130 (bought for £379) with 
9 months of John Lewis extended guarantee which is believed to be able to transfer.  Can 
be dismantled by purchaser if required.

PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
The Ploughman's Lunch, in the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, is on Thursday, 21st 
March, at 12.25pm. Book in advance (Tel. 07946 596778) as numbers are limited.

DEMENTIA EDUCATION SESSIONS
Bluebird Care are holding Community Practical Dementia education sessions over the 
next few months as part of our new Dementia Care Adviser Service.
These sessions are aimed at supporting Family Carers in the North Hampshire area 
who are looking after someone with dementia. To attend and reserve a seat at one of 
these sessions, email: kingsclere@bluebirdcare.co.uk to book the venue you wish to 
attend and we will contact you to confirm your booking:
Thursday, 29th February, 10am to noon at Viables Community Centre, The Harrow 
Way, Basingstoke RG22 4BJ

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND
presents a SPRING CONCERT – ‘Music inspired by Literature’ at Christ Church 
Chineham, RG24 8LT, on Saturday, 20th April, 2024 – 7.30pm to 9.30pm
Tickets £10 (U16 free). Tickets can be purchased from band members or at the door. 

LOU TAYLOR’S MOTOWN & SOUL NIGHT
Announcing the return of the hugely popular Lou Taylor’s Motown & Soul Night, on 
Saturday, 9th March: 7.30pm for 8.00pm at The Royal British Legion, Crown Lane, 
Old Basing RG24 7DN.
See page 21 for further details...

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS
Do you have an appointment this month and need transport then why not give us a call. 
We do not have set charges as being a non-profit-making organisation we work on the 
basis of voluntary donations.  Our number is: 0333 0440116 - Hope to hear from you.

CONCESSION ADVERTS

FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL
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THE BASINGSTOKE AREA YOUTH ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 
Saturday, March 2nd at 7.30pm. Returning to The Anvil and showcasing some of the best 
musical talent from across the borough. The wind, strings, percussion, guitar, and vocal 
ensembles will perform well-known favourites. The evening will also feature guest choir 
Hampshire Harmony to celebrate their 60th anniversary, in a programme that will appeal 
to all. This ‘one night only’ concert, is a great opportunity to support your community, whilst 
raising money for the Mayor’s charity appeal. This year’s concert will support Shopmobility 
Basingstoke and Citizens Advice Basingstoke and Tadley.
The Mayor and Mayoress will greet you in the main foyer on arrival to welcome you to join 
them for an evening of entertainment.
Purchase tickets in person or by telephone. The Box Office is only open Monday to 
Friday, 10am to 2pm, telephone number: 01256 844244
Tickets: £20. Over 65s and f/t students £16, under 16s £13 (includes £3 booking fee)
For information on the venue please contact The Box Office or visit the website at Anvil 
Arts. There will be a bucket collection at the end of the evening for the Mayors Charity  
which we hope you will support.

We do hope you will be able to join us.

MORE CONCESSION ADS

in association with the Basingstoke Railway Social Club
Station Approach, Basingstoke, RG21 5NB

All welcome - 8pm till late. £10 cash on the door.
Licensed bar and low prices.

Profits to Brain Tumour Research – Charity number 1153487.

Legendary “Best British Blues Band” and “Best British Blues Album” award winner

17th
FEB JON AMOR TRIO

“Young Artist of the Year” at the UK Blues Awards for the last three consecutive years

16th
MAR CONNOR SELBY

Blues and beyond!  A three piece power trio in the flavour of Hendrix, SRV, Clapton

13th
APR BRENT HUTCHINSON BAND

Thomas is quickly making waves in the blues scene - catch him on his way to the top! 

18th
MAY THOMAS HEPPELL BAND

Full details at basingstokeblues.co.uk

2024
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LOU TAYLOR’S MOTOWN & SOUL NIGHT
Announcing the return of the hugely popular Lou Taylor’s Motown & 
Soul Night
Saturday, 9th March: 7.30pm for 8.00pm at The Royal British Legion, 
Crown Lane, Old Basing RG24 7DN.
We know when we’re on to a winner – and in Lou Taylor we certainly are 

and so very lucky that he can be with us again, especially given his pedigree!
Lou has worked alongside some of the top names in the music industry supporting artists 
such as Boy George, Alexander O’Neal, Edwin Starr, Martha Reeves, Gino Washington, 
Bitty Mclean and Peter Andre.
He began his professional life as a session musician, playing bass guitar and singing 
backing vocals in studios and on the live scene for numerous artistes.  Finally moving 
to centre stage, Lou secured a deal with RCA (signed by one Mr. Simon Cowell) which 
resulted in the release of a remix of Bryan Adams “Summer of ‘69”.
Since his first show for us in 2016, Lou returned in 2018, 2022 and 2023 – and now 2024!  
With such popularity, we recommend securing your tickets early.
Tickets: £12.50 available from www.basingstokelions.org.uk or 
tony.bamberger@hotmail.co.uk or  01256 850254

BASINGSTOKE LIONS CLUB

A TRIBUTE TO DON GRASSI

Don Grassi, who was involved in building and managing 
Old Basing Village Hall until recently, has sadly passed 
away on 5th January, aged 88 years.
Old Basing Village Hall is a registered charity which is 
run by volunteers for the good of the local community.
Don and his wife Sheila became involved with the 
village hall in 1977, becoming part of the steering group 
and put a tremendous amount of effort into raising funds 
to build the hall.  This eventually led to the hall being 
opened in 1982.  
Don was involved with other members of the committee 
in many aspects of the construction of the village hall 
including the wooden floor, which is still in use today, and 
constructing a steel walkway in the roof for maintenance 

access plus many and varied other projects over the years. 
He provided an outstanding contribution to building and maintaining the hall over the last 
40 years. He was a great engineer and could always be called upon for sound advice and 
help when needed and he will be missed greatly by all on the committee and regular users 
of the hall.
Don was born and grew up in Old Basing; his many friends and family will miss his sense 
of humour and many anecdotes about village life in days gone past.

Graham Steele, Old Basing Village Hall
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A JOURNEY

Dear Friends,

As I write this I am busily finalising preparations for our journey from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter - our Lenten journey which hopefully (and prayerfully) finds us more fully the human 
beings whom we really are rather than the versions of ourselves which we perhaps think 
we should be.  

Within this journey are all of the beautiful stopping places along the way - Shrove Tuesday, 
Ash Wednesday, Mothering Sunday and then the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem 
on Palm Sunday.

It is from there that we begin to walk again those sadly 
familiar steps through the streets of Jerusalem - the voices 
and the stories of millennia still echoing and calling us 
onwards.  This is not a journey or an offer for a select few 
who meet the criteria - but for each and every one of us 
to be part of a journey through life which continues to ask 
questions, which sometimes gets things wrong….  But 
which, at every turn, no matter what, gathers everyone in 
- just as they are - in love.  No ifs, no buts. 

Jesus Christ challenged the earthly powers which 
oppressed those who were weaker in society.  Through 
us - all of us of all faiths and none - it is possible to issue 
the same challenge today.  The message of the Gospel is 
a clear message of inclusion and love. 

Christ embodied a kingdom in the here and now where none might be left behind, where 
all are gathered in, where all are equal.  This cost.  It still costs.  But the message and the 
potential outcome remains the same.

Lent is a time of re-turning to this truth at the heart of humanity - that together (beautiful in 
diversity) we are stronger and more powerful than we can ever imagine.  In ways which will 
indeed bring down the mighty and lift up the humble. 

The power of a child is beautiful in that that power is one of love. Jesus spoke of us 
becoming like little children.  This is not weakness and vulnerability.  On the contrary - this 
is extreme wealth and extreme power - for all of us.

I invite you to journey with us in community this Lent. Be welcomed and know that you are 
loved - just as you are.  The only change required is that you become fully you, fully whole.

Love & Blessings,

Jo
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All are welcome to join us – please just come along.  If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday 
service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s Facebook page.
You can keep up to date with services and events at St Mary’s via our Facebook page or 
our website: www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
LENT STUDY GROUP CONTINUES
It is not too late to join us for friendly discussion at our joint Lent study group which 
continues on a Thursday afternoon at 2.30pm up to and including 21st March. Meeting at 
Old Basing Methodist Church for the February sessions and then continuing in St. Mary’s 
Parish Room in March. 
Any questions? Please call: 01256 323103 (Revd Claire) or 01256 363612 (Revd Jo)

MOTHERING SUNDAY SERVICE - Sunday, 10th March at 9.30am

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

We would love you to join us as we journey together through Holy Week and Easter 
together this March. 

Sunday 24th	 9.30am 	 Palm Sunday service. Gather at The Crown car 		
		  park to process to church at 9.20am if you would like.
25th, 26th & 27th	 7:00pm	 Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday: Stations of the 	
		  Cross
Thurs. 28th	 7:00pm 	 Maundy Thursday service 
Friday 29th 	 noon 	 Good Friday to 1.00pm; an hour of silent reflection.	
	 1.00pm 	 to 2.00pm; an hour of music and readings suitable for 	
		  the day and  ...
	 2.00pm	  to 3.00pm. a liturgy based on the Cross. Come for 	
		  as long as you are able, arrive and leave whenever.
Sat. 30th 	 6.30pm 	 Easter Vigil 
Sunday 31st  	 8.00am 	 BCP Holy Communion service 
	 9:30am 	 Family Communion service 

ST MARY’S CHURCH

REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday		 8.00am 		 BCP Communion 
		  9.30am 		 Sung Eucharist
Monday 	 8.45am		  Morning Prayer
Wednesday 	 10.00am 	 Holy Communion
Thursday	 8.45 am		 Morning Prayer
Friday 		  8.45 am		 Morning Prayer

Continued on page 24
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FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH
At St Mary’s we are very fortunate to have a team of flower arrangers who enhance the 
beauty of the church with their arrangements. If you’d like to donate towards the cost of an 
arrangement in memory of a loved one please do get in touch with Debbie.
BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK & PET FOODBANK
A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting the Foodbank at this time. A reminder 
that we have a collection point outside the church or please drop items off to the Co-op on 
Linden Avenue or Tesco at Chineham. For a list of items that are in particular short supply 
please visit www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk We are also taking in donations of pet 
food and other items on behalf of Helping Dogs & Cats Rescue UK, based in Basingstoke. 
There is a separate box where donations can be left.
WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS AT ST MARY’S
Did you know that if you live in the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit, or have a strong link 
to the parish (what we call a “qualifying connection”) you may be able to marry at St Mary’s. 
Please do get in touch if you’d like to explore the possibility of having your wedding at St 
Mary’s. We also welcome all baptism enquiries.
PASTORAL SUPPORT
If you would like pastoral support please contact Revd. Jo, mobile: 01256 363612, or 
email her: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk  or contact Debbie, St Mary’s Administrator, 
telephone: 07541 698235 or email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
HALL FOR HIRE
The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There is 
availability for both regular bookings and one-off bookings. All enquiries to Debbie.
WEEKLY BULLETIN
Every week we send out a bulletin with information about what is happening at the church. 
If you’d like to be added to our distribution list please contact Debbie. We are also able to 
hand deliver bulletins to those without internet access

Continued from page 23

Spring is on its way.  Hooray! The Friends of St Mary’s Church (FOSTM) are reflecting 
on the magnificent success of the pantomime last November.  A huge thanks to all who 
made that possible.  We hope to capitalise on the fun with new events.  To help us do that 
we have welcomed three new members to the committee; Gary Taylor, Petr Guthrie and 
Bridget Innes-Kerr.  They have already started to fire up the team.
Our first project will be a quiz; date yet to be confirmed. Look out for posters around the parish 
and on the “Events” tab of the our website: www.friendsofstmaryschurcholdbasing.org 
for details.
We intend to bring you new events and new locations as suggested by the attendees of the 
extraordinary AGM back in December. If you have any venues or fund-raising ideas for us, 
please contact us at: members@friendsofstmaryschurcholdbasing.org
The ongoing intention of FOSTM is to maintain the fabric of St Mary’s Church so that this 
historic building will remain for future generations.  In addition to the events, we have a 100 
club with a monthly prize.  However, you do need to be a member of the 'Friends'.
Membership (per anum): U16 – £2; Individual – £10; Family – £15; Life – £100/£150

FRIENDS OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)
This month’s working parties will be on Saturday, 2nd March at 
10.00am – meet by the PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the 
Conservation Area.  We will continue our seasonal conservation work 
and woodland management.  On Thursday, 21st March (the third 
Thursday of the month) at 2.00pm we will meet by the shed as we 
plan to help Rev Jo tidy up some of the wilder areas in the Vicarage 

garden, once again to encourage the wild flowers and help the wildlife.  All are welcome. 
Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please 
come along if you would like to be involved.  You will receive a warm welcome. Just turn 
up in gardening clothes and bring gloves.  The tools are provided.  Our Saturday morning 
sessions last about three hours (with a coffee break and chance to relax).  We look forward 
to seeing our regular volunteers and also new participants.  
Thank you to all who joined us for the Big Garden Birdwatch in January.  We saw:  Wood 
Pigeons; Great Tits; Robins; Jackdaws; Blue Tits; Blackbirds; Magpies; Goldcrests; a 
Wren; a Coal Tit; a Treecreeper;  Grey Squirrels.
Next month on Tuesday, 9th April, we will hold our short AGM followed by a talk on 
“Arosa, Switzerland – Snow & Flowers” by Margaret & Tim Carr in St Mary’s Parish Room 
at 8.00pm.  Please reserve the date.  We look forward to seeing you. 
The Conservation Area is a community space for everyone to enjoy.  You are very welcome 
to visit and perhaps take a moment to sit, relax and enjoy the churchyard, a haven for us 
all. The early Daffodils, Primroses and bright yellow Lesser Celandines are appearing.     
For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.

Margaret Carr
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

Spring is definitely on the way; I love to see the first 
blooms and leaves appearing after the dull, dark days 
of winter. With spring, comes a change to cafe opening 
hours; we are back to opening weekly: 
Friday afternoons at the Parish room, 2.00 - 4.00pm. 
Dates for your diary to come along and see us are :- 
1st, 8th, 15th and 22nd March.
We will then have a two week break for Easter, re-
opening on 12th April.
Dates for April and May : 12th, 19th and 26th April. 
3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th May.
We look forward to welcoming you.

Deb Thorne
Full article can be found in Basinga Extra.

VILLAGE CAFE
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To advertise here contact 

advertising@basinga.org.uk
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We all sit and watch television without a thought as to what is entailed in putting each 
programme together. And in the days when there was only the two broadcasters of the 
BBC and ITV the technology was nothing like today, which brought its own difficulties.

Jenny Mallin was the speaker at the latest Probus 
Club meeting at the Test Valley Golf Club and gave 
an insight into how TV production life was in the 
seventies. This was through her experiences gained 
over seven years working at the BBC Television Centre 
in Shepherd’s Bush, West London.
How news programmes were put together with breaking 
news events that demanded being featured with split 

seconds decisions on what to drop from the programme. News film taking up to an hour to 
process even after arriving at the BBC and then the introduction of ENG, electronic news 
gathering, with the use of camcorder type film taken by outside reporters.
Jenny recalled her time on the Generation 
Game working with the legendary Bruce 
Forsyth and his female assistant Anthea 
Redfern as a Contestant Researcher 
and Games Deviser to three years on 
Mastermind with Magnus Magnusson and 
a myriad of disc jockeys on Top of the 
Pops and whether songs were sung live or 
mimed.
Memories were stirred as Probus members enjoyed this nostalgic view of a simpler life 
when the only decision to be made about what to watch on the “telly” was whether your 
choice was on the BBC or on ITV.
Information about the activities of the Probus Club of Basingstoke can be seen on their 
web site, www.probusbasingstoke.club or phone their Secretary, Stephen Thair on 
07745 243543.

PROBUS: BEHIND THE SCENES AT BBC TELEVISION CENTRE

Whilst visiting the countryside is a wonderful way to refresh the mind and body, it is also 
home to those trying to maintain and look after it. Remember to respect other people 
and protect the natural environment, making sure to leave things as you found them, by 
following the Countryside Code. This includes:

•	 Avoiding gates, but if you have to use them, make sure they 
remain closed if that’s how you found them.

•	 Taking all litter home with you.
•	 Keeping dogs on leads and under control, especially when 

indicated by signs.
•	 Following signs that outline public footpaths and alternative routes.
•	 Making sure you don’t pass through farm yards, gardens or close to people’s 

homes.

THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE
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Now Spring is almost here, it’s time to look to forward to getting back on to the golf course 
with the sun on our backs! So, to enable the negotiation of competitive rates, I have already 
booked three provisional dates for golf days during 2024, especially for residents of Old 
Basing and Lychpit, although friends and families from afar will also be very welcome.
The annual Good Old Basing Charity golf day will take place on Friday, 20th  September 
at Sherfield Oaks, at which you will enjoy 18 holes of golf, coffee & bacon roll, and two-
course dinner including a free drink to take out on the course, plus contribution to prizes. 
Before that however, to boost Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal funds, I’m again 
running a Team Texas Scramble which is always a lot of fun so get three other mates and 
enter a team on Monday, 8th April. This event will cost you just £51 each (£204 for a team 
of four) with coffee, lunch, prizes etc, though there will be opportunities to donate to the 
Poppy Appeal during the day. Entry forms are available from me now.
Then, to coincide as near as possible with Armed Forces Day, I have booked Sherfield 
Oaks for Monday, 3rd June  and this day will also consist of coffee & bacon roll to begin, 
18 holes and a late lunch along with the prize giving. There will also be cash prizes for 
Nearest the pin and Longest drive holes, plus a raffle/auction and the fee will include a 
small donation to The Poppy Appeal. 
Fees are substantially reduced for members of Sherfield Oaks golf club.
So please support these events by putting the dates in your diary NOW and request an 
entry form from me nearer the time for each.  Watch the Basinga for these dates.
I very much look forward to seeing many of you there.

Rick Bourne 07900 648675 rickbourne@yahoo.com
Old Basing and Hampshire RBL Golf secretary.

GOLF DAYS IN OLD BASING

OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB

Was one of your new year’s resolutions to enjoy the countryside more and take up a new 
sport? If so, why not try us out at the Old Basing Tennis Club? We are a friendly club and 
welcome people of all abilities; you can play as little or as much as you like to suit your 
timetable.  
At Old Basing Tennis Club we offer: Free access to four high quality courts all year 
round for members; A Pay and Play option for non-members; Regular coaching 
sessions for juniors aged 5-14; Individual coaching and drills sessions for adults; 
Social club sessions all year round on Sunday at 10.00am, Wednesday at 2.00pm 
and on Tuesday and Friday evenings at 6.00pm from April to October when you just 
turn up and there will always be others to play with; Basingstoke & District League 
matches against other clubs for the more competitively minded; Year-round social 
events with barbecues in the summer.
Our facilities include: A refurbished clubhouse on site with tea and coffee facilities; 
Free parking; A beautiful location overlooking the Old Basing Recreation Ground.
Want to find out more and make new friends? Why not visit us or take a look at our website: 
clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub or simply email: 
obtc.information@gmail.com for more information.
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NO STRESS MATHEMATICS COACHING
Tuition for A Level and GCSE mathematics 

in a friendly, relaxed, stress free way from an 
exceptionally experienced qualified teacher.

I have many years of teaching in comprehensive 
schools, 6th Form Colleges, and private 
tuition. 20 years as head of mathematics 

department, with a proven record of success.
I can be contacted at;  

nostressmaths16@gmail.com
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At the meeting held on 7th February the Chairman, David Cowling, 
welcomed 45 members and one visitor to the first meeting of 
2024, as there had been no meeting in January. He also reminded 
everyone that the next meeting was the AGM where there were 
several items to be discussed and decisions made regarding the 

future of the group.  The Welfare Officer, Christine Broadbent, reported that that she was 
following up on those members who required her assistance. 
Our speaker this month was Fred Swift ‘The Wiltshire Beekeeper’. Fred said that last 
year had been a difficult one due to the unpredictable weather probably due to climate 
change.  This is also contributing to the appearance 
in the UK of the Asian Hornet which can have a 
devastating effect on hives with one hornet killing 
hundreds of bees at a time.  For this reason, it’s 
spread throughout the country is being closely 
monitored.  Despite all the setbacks he was pleased 
to report that the honey yield had been about 
normal. Fred also brought along items for sale made 
with the honey he collects including different types 
of honey, hand cream, candles and honeycombs. 
His website www.thewiltshirebeekeeper.com gives more information.
The outing to Arundel Castle and Gardens is on Thursday, 18th April and the cost is 
£50 (£52 for non-members).  The coach will leave Oakley at 9.00am and Basingstoke 
Leisure Park at 9.15am aiming to arrive at 11.00am. 
At our next meeting on 6th March following the AGM our speaker will be Peter Robinson 
from Neighbourcare Basingstoke and our speaker for April will be Daniel Cowling whose 
talk is titled ‘Should we follow the leader? Leadership in Challenging Times’.
The group meets on the first Wednesday of the month at the Brookvale Village Hall 
from 10.00am to noon and all retired Civil Servants and their relatives and friends are 
welcome.  Further details about the group and information about the meetings and trips 
can be obtained by contacting csrfbasingstoke@gmail.com

Margaret Atkinson

BASINGSTOKE CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

We celebrated St. Valentine’s Day with a late lunch of fish and chips followed by prize 
bingo which was great fun and a magnificent raffle and thanks to our fund raising we were 
able to offer our celebrations free of charge to our members.
Easter will be our next celebration: hot cross buns all round.
Our numbers continue to grow, currently standing at 60.  We offer a varied programme and 
it is sufficiently popular that we meet weekly.  We are looking into the possibility of having 
a film afternoon: nothing like a Maggie Smith movie and planning our next outing.
If you would like to know more about The Ivy Club, then give me a call on 01256 328196

Sue Wilson (Chairman)

THE IVY CLUB
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Finally spring is in the air, what a lovely thought…….Why not blow 
the cobwebs away by volunteering at the last official session of the 
winter 2023/2024 season.
The next work party is planned for Saturday, 16th March.  We 
will be repairing the fence around the stream area and cutting back 

small scrubby trees to prevent them getting too big. The fence was created as part of a 
DEFRA project, and has been flattened, our intention is to prevent people and dogs from 
entering the protected area. We meet at the far end of the site (Pyotts Hill end) on the edge 
of the lower meadow near the stream. (Precise what3words address is rear.wasp.script)
No experience is necessary just wear appropriate clothes and footwear, please meet us at 
the lower path.  We will provide the necessary tools and some refreshments
What’s around this month: 
We should start hearing the resident birds such as Song Thrush, Robin and Wren in full 
song. While we say farewell to the Redwings, Fieldfare, Siskins and Lesser Redpolls 
who are heading back north, the first of the summer migrants begin to arrive starting with 
Chiffchaff and Blackcap (the very first ones you hear braved the winter).
The plant life suddenly starts to burst to life with Lesser Celandine and Arum Lillies (Lords 
and ladies) coming through with many trees starting to flower. Mammal wise Roe and 
Muntjac will be heard barking in the woods and when warm enough bats start to emerge. If 
we get any spring-like weather butterflies should start appearing such as the Red Admiral, 
Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell or Brimstone and maybe the occasional reptile too!
Remember we have a Facebook page, search for “Mill Field Conservation Group”, there 
you will find posted events, photos of wildlife and other information will be shared.
Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com                     Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP

We meet at 2.00pm on the first Monday of the month. We have 
a  monthly lunch at local venues  on different days and a Book 
Group which meets at 8.00pm on the 4th Thursday. The National 
Office also arranges Zoom talks and a series of lessons, such as 
drawing or sign language, for no extra cost, and a national quiz 

evening.  The annual subscription is a modest £32.
February was our planning meeting.  To whet your  appetite, in March the topic is ‘Infamous 
Women’, followed by April learning about ‘Living in the Caribbean’. In May we will research 
‘Redundant Occupations’, June ‘Items in the News’ and July ‘Technology – Love it or Hate 
It’.  August will be a Cheese and Wine afternoon, September an evening supper, October 
‘Spouse of a Famous Person’, November National Quiz and December culminates in our 
home-cooked Christmas lunch. January starts with talking about anything beginning with 
the letter J then back to planning for 2025 in February. There are also interim meetings 
involving eating, drinking and walking and ad hoc trips to the cinema.
New Members are very welcome. For information look at the website: nwr.org.uk or for an 
informal chat contact: Dusty Brough  01256 357276,  dmbc861@gmail.com 

Sandie Tapping

CHINEHAM AND OLD BASING NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER
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The snowdrops are out, daffodils poking their heads up and crocuses making a gorgeous 
display all over the village. Let’s hope that winter is finally behind us, spring is with us and 
this growing season will have some normality to it!
There is a lot of sowing that can be done. Some flowers can be started off in the greenhouse, 
but hardy annuals such as poppies, certain varieties of sweet peas and cornflowers can 
be sown directly into the ground. Plant tender summer-flowering bulbs such gladioli and 
lily now, they can provide dramatic, tall blooms, that are scented, to adorn your summer 
borders. Also, snowdrops can be planted now for next year. Apple and cherry trees can 
also be planted, but be sure to be ready with the horticultural fleece in case of frosts! They 
will damage the young leaves. Silver and grey leaf shrubs are the most at risk of frosts at 
this time of year.
Now is a good time to divide over-grown clumps of summer-flowering perennials but make 
sure they are kept well watered afterwards – division is most successful when the plants 
are not in active growth. Ornamental grasses should have dead foliage cut back to allow 
for new growth. If the weather stays nice and dry, lawns may need a mow, mine is looking 
rather unsightly at the moment so fingers crossed we get some sun! You should aim to 
mow it once a week. Roses will do well being fed with a balanced fertiliser or special rose 
feed. This is also the last opportunity to prune your roses.
Greenhouses can suffer from condensation in springtime, open any vents on warmer 
days. Whilst you are out, and preferably before the month gets going, search round your 
pots, bricks and all those nooks and crannies for hibernating snails and slugs and dispose 
of them before they run amok.
Onion sets can be planted this month. Growing onions from sets is generally easier, they 
are less likely to be affected by disease, and the crop will mature earlier. However, they are 
more prone to bolting (when a flower is produced instead of a bulb) – to reduce this risk, 
plant the heat-treated sets offered for cultivars prone to bolting. Also, make sure you sow 
under some netting to prevent inquisitive birds from undoing all your hard work.
If you didn’t have any luck with broad beans sown in November, not to worry, more can be 
sown now direct into the ground for harvests throughout the summer, however they will do 
battle with blackfly, more so then the November-sown crop.
Pond life will start to stir, fish become more active and may be thinking of breeding. As a 
result, water quality may deteriorate, so get those pumps and filters back on if they have 
been turned off over winter. Start feeding fish moderately when the water temperature 
reaches a happy 7°C (45°F) for a week, and more regularly when the temperature is over 
10°C (50°F).
Mow established lawns when the weather is mild enough and the grass shows signs of 
growth. Ensure the first cut of the season is light, raising the blades 0.5cm (¼in) higher 
than the usual cutting height.
Have you thought about growing asparagus? Rumour has it that it is one of the vegetables 
that have superior flavour when grown at home compared to when bought at the 
supermarket or market. They are easy to grow, as long as the conditions are correct. They 
like light, well-draining soil, free of weeds and big stones. If you have such a space then 
by all means start buying crowns. They need to be planted this month. If not then why not 
bear it in mind for next year? A note of caution, it does go quickly!

MARCH IN YOUR GARDEN
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NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH

Spring is here!!  Well, almost. The famous Belle Vue daffodils appeared in mid-January but 
after many years of claiming them as the first ones ‘out,’ it seems as if many new varieties 
of daffs are early bloomers and a number of you have some showing, Ann Price being one.   
Travelling near Esher last week (early Feb) there was a whole roundabout with the central 
grass area completely covered in yellow. Had I not been driving I would have taken a 
picture as it looked gorgeous. Additionally, the churchyard is now awash with snowdrops 
and with longer, brighter days now here, you just feel a little more like smiling.
Regular newshound Stephen Thair just reported frogs spawn in his pond, noted on 5th 
February, a full two weeks earlier than in 2023 so the mild weather has clearly got the 
plants juices flowing.
There was ‘exciting news’ from my good friend Jim Andrews that a Waxwing or two had 
been seen around the Bramley area and then thirty turned up in Aldermaston churchyard. 
So, while it’s not been cold enough to produce an eruption, there is at least a chance you 
could spot them locally.
Another lovely winter visitor that used to be quite common in gardens is the Siskin, but I 
had to travel to Blashford Lakes Reserve near Ringwood a week or so back to see them. 
And there were hundreds, all chattering away at the top of the alders or hungrily feeding on 
the woodland hide feeders, along with Goldfinches and Tits aplenty. I had not been there 
before, but I’ll certainly go again as it presents a great cross-section of birding opportunities 
with hides near woodland, streams, lakes, reed beds and grass flats. I think April and May 
must be a suitable time to revisit as, although a lot of the overwintering ducks will have 
gone, in will be all the summer visitors so itll be warbler heaven.   
I did note also that wardens there have erected an Osprey platform high up in a tree by the 
side of one of the lakes. I know these majestic birds have stopped off to rest and feed whilst 
on migration back to the north of the country, but I’m sure there could be a time when they 
just might decide to stay and breed. Now THAT would be a coup.
Good news, as an outcome, comes from Mike Freer who emailed me and said, ‘I thought 
you might like this picture of two poor little goldfinches that stunned themselves flying into 
my patio windows. I kept them warm in my hands until they recovered and I’m glad to say 
they both flew away after 10-15 minutes. Bless’em’
Well Mike, good stuff and you did exactly the right thing as its often the case that a bird will 
be shocked rather than badly hurt and during that period of recovery, they are vulnerable 
to cold and predation. 
If you did the RSPB Garden Birdwatch, I hope you had a good count and hopefully some 
species that you might not see every day. I think we had 13 species with the most prolific 
bird being actually, the Goldfinch!  In the past month they have ousted the Blue Tits on the 
group of sunflower heart feeders and at their peak during the count, we had seven present 
at one point.   Colourful and noisy!

Rick Bourne. 
Don’t forget to send all your nature related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com 
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk  For all your bird food requirements, order from me at 
‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an 
order or get a form.
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 23
DIARY DATES FOR MARCH 2024

BASINGA EXTRA

The following articles, that we couldn't find room for in this printed version of Basinga, can 
also be found on Basinga Extra, our website: basinga.org.uk
Village Cafe (full article)			   Hook and Odiham Rugby Club
Places To Be Proud Of Awards		  Borough heritage Sites Revamp
Councillor Community Grant Scheme	 Citizen's Advice Bureau
The Pink Place Cancer Charity		  Crime prevention Bulletin	

March
Fri 1 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Cafe in St. Mary's Parish Room.
Sat 2 10.00am – 1.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet by the noticeboard.

7.30pm Mayor's Spring Charity Concert. See page 19.
Mon 4 2.00pm Chineham and Old Basing NWR. See page 35.
Tue 5 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
Wed 6 noon – 2.00pm Civil Service Retirement Fellowship. See page 32.
Thu 7 7.45pm for 8.00pm start. RBL monthly meeting. Jack Morris Hall.
Fri 8 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Cafe in St. Mary's Parish Room.
Sat 9 7.30pm Lou Taylor's Motown, Royal British Legion Hall. Page 21 
Sun 10 6.00pm Deadline for April's Basinga copy to Editor. See page 3
Wed 13 7.45pm BDRS Meeting and Talk. Wote St. Club. See page 12
Fri 15 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Cafe in St. Mary's Parish Room.
Sat 16 10.00am – noon The Mill Field Conservation Working Party. See page 35
Thu 21 2.00pm – 4.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at the shed.

8.00pm NWR Book Club meeting. See page 35 for details.
Fri 22 2.00pm – 4.00pm Village Cafe in St. Mary's Parish Room.
Wed 27 7.45pm BDRS Meeting and Talk. Wote St. Club. See page 12
Thu 28 7.30pm RBL Women's Section meeting. Jack Morris Hall. 

Competition is a decorated eggcup.
Fri 29 11.00am – 4.00pm Basing House reopens. See page 12

noon – 4.00pm Helping Dogs and Cats UK Eggstravaganza. See page 10
April

Tue 2 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (Pavilion, Recreation Ground)
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To advertise here contact 
advertising@basinga.org.uk

Now open in Belle Vue Rd 
Old Basing.

Hairdressing for the whole 
family.

01256 357333
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All sizes available: 
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit

www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu 
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and 

to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can include photos.
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DISTRIBUTION: 
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Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 01256 329417

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Sandra Tuck 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner    The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing.                               01256 363612
                                             email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk    
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer   email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8.45am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd Claire Simpson 
                                                          email: revclaire72@btinternet.com

01256 323103

 
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr. John Lee 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

l

l

l
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