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JUNE NOTES AND NEWS
The cover photo this month is another of Jim Andrew's stunning studies of one of our
local birds: the Redstart. More information can be found in Nature Notes for June on page
37. We have also received a poster from Old Basing WI advertising their next sale on June
12th, see page 10. This prompted us to restart the Poster Competition, running from now
until the December issue. Prize details to follow. Let us have your posters for display on the
website and occasionally in this magazine

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA
We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for copy
to the Editor for the July edition is 6.00pm on Thursday, 10th June. Please use the forms
on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters to us
(see box on page 15 for further instructions).
All advertising enquiries – classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300 word maximum
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA
If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views’
that we can use. We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the
website archive and possible use in the magazine, go to www.basinga.org.uk and the
form can be found on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit
multiple photos, or a photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly to the Editor.
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to
their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

SITUATION VACANT – BASINGA ADVERTISING MANAGER
Our Advertising Manager has retired and we are therefore looking for a replacement.
The volunteer role covers the administration of advertisers' enquiries (not selling)
through to ordering and liaison with other members of the production team who place the
advertisements into the magazine and website. The candidate should be familiar with the
Word and Excel for record. Full handover training will be given. If you're interested or would
like further information email advertising@basinga.org.uk

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the person who posted a letter anonymously to the editor, in connection with St Mary’s
churchyard, I am afraid that we are not able to publish it in the Basinga without a name and
contact details. If you can supply us with your name and a contact (neither of which need
to be printed, merely stated that they were supplied), we can publish it in the next edition
of the Basinga.
3

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL
This month at Linguatastic, there will be a focus on
dads, as we prepare for Fathers’ Day on Sunday,
20th June.
Did you know that according to the Online Etymology Dictionary, the word “dad” was
recorded in around 1500? It is however, most likely significantly older, probably prehistoric,
with researchers believing that the word originates from child’s speech. Interestingly, it is
nearly universal. In Welsh, the word is “tad”, in Irish “daid”, in Sanskrit “tatah” and in Latin,
it is “tata”. Readers will no doubt recall having heard a baby uttering something similar to
those words, even without them necessarily being brought up speaking another language
than English. It’s certainly a fun and playful word for little ones to reproduce.
Talking of “fun words”, what about “thingamabob”, “thingamajig” and “whatchamacallit”?
All wonderful words to use when we can’t quite remember the actual name of something.
Intriguingly, other languages also have such terms. In Spanish, people might use the term
“chingadera”, in Danish, “himstergims”, in Japanese, “naninani, in Turkish “zamazingo”, in
German “Dingsbums” and in Dutch, “Huppeldepup.
If you know of such a term in another language, we’d love to learn it. Maybe you could
e-mail info@linguatastic.com or post something on our Facebook page (search
“Linguatastic”). In the meantime, Happy Fathers’ Day to all “papas” out there and we’ll be
back again next month with more on our plans for September.

CHINEHAM AND OLD BASING NWR
The National Women’s Register (NWR) exists to provide mentally stimulating meetings,
activities and events across the country. I am always staggered when I receive a weekly
email from our National Office about what I get for my annual £25 subscription. NWR
members have free access to dozens of talk and activities. I recently joined in a fascinating
live virtual walking tour of Edinburgh. I have already booked similar tours of York and
Manchester, as well as numerous other free talks such as 'Girls in Science', or 'The Hidden
World of Hatton Garden'. Now that restrictions are beginning to ease Chineham and
Old Basing NWR have restarted our monthly lunch meetings, beginning outside with a
maximum of six.
We are very democratic and everyone has a say in our programme and takes turns in
leading or hosting meetings. As soon as we are able we will have our monthly Monday
afternoon discussion meetings indoors and the Thursday evening monthly Book Group. In
the meantime Zoom meetings keeps our Group in touch. Some of our members used to
take an annual three day break across the Channel but resumption of that always-hilarious
trip is on hold.
If you enjoy lively conversation and broadened horizons whilst having fun and meeting
people (in line with current guidance on social contact) please look at www.nwr.org.uk, or
contact our current local organiser Karen via karen.dann@gmail.com or telephone her
on 01256 328488 for a chat.
Sandie Tapping
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
At the ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING on 4th May Councillors Alan Renwick
and Peter Bloyce were re-elected to the positions of Parish Council Chairman and ViceChairman respectively. Committee members were also agreed with a wide representation
for both Old Basing and Lychpit on all committees.
As reported in May, Parish Council meetings are now almost back to normal with Councillors
meeting in person. Since 7th May meetings have been held in the function room at the
Royal British Legion to allow plenty of space for social distancing. If there is no change to
Government directives between the time of writing and publication, meetings will continue
at the RBL until 21st June. After this we will return to the Pavilion meeting room at the
recreation ground.
Lychpit residents may wonder why the Parish Council doesn’t use the Lychpit Community
Hall and, indeed, this would be a highly suitable location for social distancing. However,
we have long-term and new regular hirers and it would be unfair to disrupt their activities,
particularly as they are also just getting back to normal, unless it is absolutely unavoidable.
We are working hard to attract new groups to fill space left by those that unfortunately
decided not to return and strive to include as wide a range of activities as possible. We still
have gaps in the schedule, mainly weekdays and particularly Wednesdays and Fridays
so if you are looking for somewhere for your group or know someone who is, then please
give us a call.
We are looking forward to the WI CAKES & CRAFTS AND PLANT SALE to be held for
the first time at Lychpit Hall on 12th June – see social media and posters and page 10
for more information.
FLY-TIPPING AT THE LYCHPIT CENTRE
We continue to put pressure on both the Borough Council and the Hart Waste Management
Team to deal with this ongoing problem. Please do not leave items if the charity banks are
full – they will just end up as general waste and be treated as fly-tipping.
SPORTS AT THE RECREATION GROUND
It was heartening to see so many activities taking place at the recreation
ground over the early May Bank Holiday weekend (or at least when
weather permitted); cricket and bowls have started and the archery club
was out in force. The front of the recreation ground is also busier with
football training having moved there to make way for cricket and new
outdoor exercise groups are also making use of the open space. We ask
all groups and anyone using this area to respect other users and also
consider residents living nearby, particularly if you are playing music.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
The next two meeting dates are Tuesday 1st June and 6th July at 7.30 pm.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope

Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon

Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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OLD BASING WI
The Old Basing WI held its General Meeting in May, as we are
required to do under our rules and regulations. Again, things were
necessarily a little different as we tried to be fully inclusive by
accepting votes by post, phone or email as well as at the Zoom
meeting itself. The Committee were re-elected and a vote of
thanks was made to Mavis Still who has stood down after many
years on the committee. After the formal proceedings we held a short quiz which was set
by Chris Moy and which we all found very tricky!
Our June meeting takes place on 1st June by Zoom and we will be welcoming Sarah
Delves back again, this time to talk about the history of handbags. We will be holding our
competition as well, so make sure that you have your prettiest evening bag to hand to be
judged by our speaker.
On Saturday, June 12th is our Summer
Fair at the Lychpit Village Hall at 11.00am
to 3.00pm (see poster) where anyone is
welcome to have a look at and buy our
delicious cakes and bakes, craft items and
much more. This year we will be joined by the
Old Basing and Lychpit Village Show who
will be selling plants and encouraging you to
enter the Show in September. Entry to this
event is FREE, so do please pop along and
support the organisations in the Village. The
WI can take cash cheque or card payment
but please bring cash for any plants that you
might wish to buy.
On the last weekend in June, we will be
supporting St Mary’s Church with their
Summer Festival. Time to get those knitting
needles and crochet hooks out ladies!
Here are some we made earlier!

Details of the WI in Hampshire and WI activities can be
found on the website – www.hampshirewi.org.uk
If you would like to join our long running and thriving
group, please contact our President Sue Stewart by
e-mail at oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk
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ST MARY'S CHURCH SUMMER FESTIVAL
25th, 26th and 27th June – SUMMER DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN!
The Summer Festival Team at St Mary’s Church are planning a weekend to celebrate the
return of summer, and will follow all Covid guidelines to ensure a safe event. The weekend
will commence on Friday, 25th June, at 7.30pm, with a short concert of popular favourites
by Paul, St Mary’s Organist. (Please see separate item below).
From 11.00am to 4.00pm, Saturday, 26th and Sunday, 27th, a Summer Fete with
stalls, barbecue, cream teas, refreshments and music will be held as restrictions allow on
Saturday, while on Sunday there will be a more relaxed feel with the raffle and refreshments
continuing.
Displays of what summer means to people will cheer the way around the outside of St
Mary’s from Saturday, 26th June until Sunday, 4th July, giving everyone plenty of time
to view. There will be an opportunity to vote for your favourite display until 3.00pm on
Sunday, 27th June, with a small prize awarded to the winner. If you’d like to sponsor a
display please visit St Mary’s Facebook page, website or contact Jeanette Edwards at
jdedwards38@hotmail.co.uk to request a form. Use your imagination for a display on the
theme of ‘What Summer Means to Us’ , for example bunting, knitted flowers, posters – you
decide! Displays cost a minimum of £7.50 to sponsor.
ORGAN CONCERT - TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
Tickets are now on sale for the organ concert by Paul Wright which will open up our
festival weekend on Friday, 25th June at 7.30 pm. The concert will be a mix of popular
tunes and favourites suggested by you and you are invited to submit any requests via
email to admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk. If there’s a particular reason why a particular
piece is your favourite please do let us know.
This is likely to be a popular event and numbers will be limited. Tickets are available from
Jeanette: jdedwards38@hotmail.co.uk or Debbie: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
at a cost of £5 each and includes a drink.

OLD BASING & LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW – PLANT SALE
The Village Show will be having a Plant
Stall at the Old Basing WI Sale at
Lychpit Village Hall on Saturday 12th
June, between 11.00am and 3.00pm.
Also there will be a display at St Mary’s
Church Summer Festival taking place
on 26th and 27th June. So if you have
any questions about your entry for the
Village Show on Sunday 5th September
do come along and speak to us. The
Schedule of classes is available on the
Show website, details below. A printed
copy should be available nearer the
proposed date.
www.oblvs.org.uk
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISMENTS
Piano Lessons

All ages and abilities

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

Qualified and experienced teacher

For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution
Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk

Beginners welcome

Philippa Ford 01256 470174

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org.
uk using the web forms:
Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions”
drop down and for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us”
drop down. Paid advertising enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown
menu.
Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine
and website and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for
processing them. All submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in
December) previous to the magazine issue month.
If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will
advise.
Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR
requirements for publishing photographs.
Contacts for general enquiries and assistance:
Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org.uk
Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org.uk
All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and
the Basinga Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement,
omission or errors made by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services
advertised. The views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the
organisations, individuals and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the
Basinga Management Committee.
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Shop
Funds raised in our shops support the
hospital and its activities.
•We are please to receive good quality
donations.
•Come and visit us in Old Basing.
•Volunteer enquiries to work in the shop
are welcomed.

We are open 10.00am to 4.00pm
Tuesday to Saturday.
At 42 Belle Vue Road
Our other shops are in:

Hartley Wintney – Millbank House, High Street
Odiham – 71 High Street
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FREE ADS – BUY AND SELL
Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be
entered in next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later contact
the Advertising Manager. Ads also appear on the website with photographs if available.

FOLDING BATH/SHOWER SCREEN 			

£50

07557782364

MIQU 1200 x 1400 mm folding Shower/bath Screen. 180° Hinge Door Fold Panel. 6mm
thick easy-to-clean glass with low explosion protection index and NANO coating on the
glass surface preventing watermarks. Polished chrome plated aluminium frame, stainless
steel screws, rust proof. Brand New, still in packaging. Brought for £95. Sensible offers
considered. Collection in person or local delivery by arrangement.

U3A
SUMMER BECKONS AND ACTIVITIES COME TO LIFE
We’ve Organised New Outdoor Activities - Come and Join Us!
Keen to get out of lockdown as soon as we can, we’ve been looking for
new ways of getting together outdoors. In the next few weeks, men and women from our
membership are coming together to play walking football at Everest Community Centre,
with walking/trotting! netball and rounders at Popley Fields following on behind. Do let us
know if you’re interested. For those of you who aren’t members, there’s a reduced
membership fee of £7.50 for just the summer, which covers as many activities as
you would like to join. If you want to keep fit, join us for other exercise too. We’re already
walking, cycling, playing croquet, and walking ‘with our cameras’. We’re still ‘Getting
Together’ Indoors safely too
Do keep an eye on our Facebook page or our website; we will gradually be opening up
some of our active indoor activities when regulations allow. And our Excursions & Holidays
group has plans well under way. Beyond a pandemic – there’s no stopping them!
But for those of us who enjoy less energetic pastimes, technology still keeps us chatting
to each other.
Groups are busy ‘touring’ museums and galleries together, quizzing, and practising their
calligraphy. Others are discussing books, poetry, science, technology, or even learning a
new language (we have four to choose from!) Some members are sharing their art work,
writing, sewing, knitting and patchwork. Others are researching their family history or
playing bridge. All these activities come within your membership fee too.
Hopefully one of these outdoor activities might interest you, and as the weather warms,
lunching, arts and music groups may well re-emerge into gardens too.
If you’re not on-line then please phone if you’d like more details on any of these groups.
We can keep in contact with you if you get in touch to make sure you’re up-to-date as more
activities come to life in the summer sun. A warm welcome awaits!
email: basingstokeu3aenquiries@gmail.com
website: www.basingstokeu3a.org		
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phone: 07787 520 281
facebook.com/Basingstokeu3a
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NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE
Basing House reopens on Friday 28th May at 11.00pm. All being well the House will then
open, Wednesday to Sunday until the end of October.
Because of the Covid situation, we are encouraging visitors to book their visits in advance,
which can be done on the website (details below). It is not essential, but it makes life an
awful lot easier if we have an idea how many people are coming and when.
Basing House tickets allow admission for a year and cost, for adults, £9 per year with
other rates for concessions and children (details on website). Tickets currently valid will be
extended to account for the period of time the venue has been closed due to the pandemic
and those ticket holders affected should have received an email with details. If you have a
ticket and haven’t heard please contact us once it has reopened (01256 463965).
There are plans for an event for Father’s Day (20th June) but at the moment it is too early
to say it will go ahead – again I’m afraid I can only suggest you visit the website to find out.
We do have one new attraction this year. The 4th Basingstoke Scout Troop have helped
construct a 13 metres square rope maze on the New House grounds. This has all the
challenges of a Hampton Court style maze without any risk of making people feel trapped.
Meanwhile parents can safely watch their children find their way through from outside.
We are looking forwards to welcoming visitors back to our 14 acre site. Car parking is
by Barton’s Mill pub, well behaved dogs on leads are welcome and the much promised
website address is www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house
Andrew Howard 01256 327014

MHA COMMUNITIES BASINGSTOKE & EAST HAMPSHIRE
We provide social and practical support and activities to older people.
We aim to provide that 'little bit of help at the right time' to prevent issues
such as loneliness, isolation and increasing frailty becoming triggers for
depression and lack of confidence, leading to illness and earlier than
necessary admission to hospital and residential care. We encourage independence,
enable friendships and peer support and help to build self-confidence.
We have continued to support our members across Basingstoke throughout the pandemic
offering befriending calls, shopping and prescription pick-ups, Cake Bag deliveries and
Meals on Wheels as well as delivering an array of online activities, and will continue to do
so, however this will now include one to one and group walks.
Moving forward
We are now planning our activities for the coming months and will slowly reintroduce
our face to face activities. These will include: Group Walks; Coffee morning/afternoons;
Exercise Classes; Lunch Clubs.
Please note that we work in partnership with Old Basing Methodist Church and our
wonderful volunteers to provide a monthly lunch at the chapel, however we are limited on
space so we do need you to book in advance.
If you would like to get involved with any of our services or activities please call our MHA
Communities Basingstoke and East Hampshire on 01256 346022 we would love to
hear from you.
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E–SCOOTERS – WHAT ARE THE RULES?
e-scooters, or electric scooters, are growing in popularity but there remains a lot of
confusion about where they can be used. There are also a number of government trials
underway to pilot the use of rental e-scooters in a number of UK towns and cities. With
more and more e-scooters for sale, being purchased and available to rent, we wanted to
set out the information that you need to know about electric scooters and have answered
some frequently asked questions below.
Can I ride my e-scooter on the road?
A privately owned e-scooter can only legally be used on private land and with the permission
of the land owner.
In legislation, an e-scooter is classed as a powered transporter and are treated as a motor
vehicle and so fall under the Road Traffic Act. This means that they are subject to all the
same legal requirements as motor vehicles; MOT, tax, licensing, insurance and specific
construction regulations.
As e-scooters can’t currently meet these requirements, riding a privately-owned
e-scooter on a public road, pavement or other public area is a road traffic offence.
What happens if I ride my e-scooter in a public place
Any person who uses a powered transporter on a public road, pavement or other
prohibited space is committing a criminal offence and can be prosecuted.
Some of the potential offences committed can include driving without a valid licence and
driving without insurance. The penalty for driving without insurance is a fine of £300
and up to 6 points on your driving licence if you have one. Your e-scooter may also be
seized under section 165 of the Road Traffic Act for being used without insurance.
If you are using an e-scooter in public in an anti-social manner, you can also risk the
e-scooter being seized under section 59 of the Police Reform Act.
What are the rules for rental e-scooters?
Currently, there are government trials taking place in certain areas of the UK where rental
e-scooters can be used legally, however riders have to hire the scooter from specific
companies who will have provided the relevant motor insurance.
The rental companies will have their own policies for use of their e-scooters but general
rules to be aware of are:
•

You must be over 16

•

You must hold a full or provisional driving licence endorsed with category q

•

They can be used on public roads and cycle lanes but not on pavements.

•

Only one person can use them at any time and they must not be used to tow
anything.

•

Riders are still subject to road traffic legislation around the safe use of vehicles
including careless or dangerous driving, using a mobile phone whilst driving and
using a vehicle whilst drunk or intoxicated.

Do I need to wear a helmet when using an e-scooter?
We strongly recommend wearing a helmet when using an e-scooter as they can travel
at speeds of up to 15.5mph and a helmet is a simple way of protecting yourself from any
injury. However, there is no legal requirement for a helmet to be worn.
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MOTHERS NOW ON MARRIAGE CERTIFICATES
One of the joys of being Vicar at St Mary’s is having the opportunity to meet many of the
community here in Old Basing and Lychpit. It’s lovely to hear how many people look to
St Mary’s as their church. Alongside the regular worshipping community (who now gather
both in the church building and online), there are many who have been to a Christening,
Wedding or Funeral at St Mary’s. There are also those who drop into the church for some
quiet during the day, and those who come to activities and groups in the Parish Room.
Throughout the most recent lockdowns, we have remained open for funerals (anyone
residing in the parish at the time of death is able to have a funeral in the church), and as
lockdown eases, we are delighted to be able to begin conducting weddings and christenings
again. There are many ways to qualify for a wedding at St Mary’s, including living in the
parish, and if you’d like to be married here do be in touch.
Since the last wedding at St Mary’s in September 2020, the
government has made some small yet significant changes to the
Marriage Act, which we think are good news to couples! These
changes represent the biggest change to how marriages are
recorded since 1837. As well as moving the system online, the
really good news is that couples can now choose to include their
mother’s details on their marriage register entry and marriage
certificate for the first time. An historical anomaly had meant
that wherever in England a couple was married, they could
only include their father’s details. In addition, where couples
are from a blended family, they can include the details of stepparents too. It’s never felt quite right only recording Dad’s details
in the register and I’m really pleased that all parents can now be
included.
A wedding day, of course, is about celebrating the love between two people, when family and
friends gather to witness the commitment that is being made and pledge their support for
the couple. Now, alongside the photos and cards and other records of the day, the wedding
registers will record, for posterity, more of the richness of the families of the couple, and
ensure that for family researchers and social historians in years to come, women are not
missed out.
With love,

Reverend Heather
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ST MARY'S CHURCH
Our Sunday services are back in church and we continue
our normal pattern: 8.00am BCP Communion and 9.30
am Holy Communion. We also have a Wednesday Holy
Communion service at 10.00am, and Thursday Morning
Prayer at 9:15 am. With the easing of lockdown restrictions it is no longer a requirement to
pre-book, but please still wear a facemask. Most of our services are live-streamed on our
Facebook page ‘St Mary’s Old Basing and Lychpit’. If you have any prayer requests you
can contact Reverend Heather: text or call 07745 731729
Individual Prayer: The Church continues to be open for individual prayer daily from
10.00am to 4.00pm and Sundays 11.00am to 4.00pm. Please continue to wear a
facemask in the church.
SUMMER FESTIVAL – SUMMER DAYS ARE HERE AGAIN
This month we look forward to our Summer Festival which takes place over the weekend
of 26th and 27th June. Tickets are selling fast for the Organ Concert on Friday 25th at
7.30pm which will open up the weekend. (Please see separate item on page 13 for further
details). We do hope you’re able to pop down at some stage over the weekend but if not
the displays will stay in place until 4th July so do wonder down and take a look to see what
summer means to the local groups and families taking part.
FLOWERS AT ST MARY’S
At St Mary’s we are very fortunate to have a team of volunteer flower arrangers who
enhance the beauty of our church building with their arrangements. As a couple of our
arrangers have moved out of the area, we are urgently looking for more people to join the
team. You don’t need to have a wealth of experience as support will be given - just a love of
flowers! A rota is in place so it wouldn’t be a big commitment. If you’d like to know more as
to what’s involved please get in touch with Debbie, St Mary’s Administrator on her mobile:
07541 698235, or email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
WEEKLY BULLETIN
Every Thursday we send out a bulletin with information about what is happening at the
church. If you’d like to be added to our distribution list please email our Administrator at:
admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk. We are also able to hand-deliver bulletins to those
without internet access. Please phone Debbie on 07541 698235 if you would like one.
BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK – THANK YOU
A huge thank you to everyone who continues to support the Foodbank at this time. The
Foodbank are trying to keep the numbers of visitors to their warehouse to a minimum,
therefore, please do continue to drop items off to The Vicarage (located on the corner of
Church Lane & Milkingpen Lane) or one of the other local collection points: the Co-op on
Linden Avenue and Tesco at Chineham. For a list of items that are in particular short supply
please visit www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)
Sadly since our volunteers repaired the compost bins in April,
further damage has been done. We welcome everyone to enjoy
the churchyard, but NOT TO VANDALISE our work. We cannot be
responsible for cuts from rusty nails and splinters etc. Please enjoy
the area, KEEP TO THE PATHS and DO NOT DAMAGE FENCES
AND BINS.
This month’s Working Parties are on Saturday, 5th June at 10.00am and Thursday 24th
June at 2.00pm – meet in the Conservation Area. We do not expect to have access to
the Parish Room, to use the lavatories or provide the usual refreshments, so our Saturday
Working Parties will continue to finish earlier at noon. Volunteers are asked to bring
their own gloves, wear face coverings and bring a pen for signing in. Tools, which will be
disinfected before and after use, will be provided. All are very welcome, both our regular
volunteers and new participants. We are a community project, not just for churchgoers.
Our volunteers make a real difference. We will continue the summer season maintenance
to encourage the wild flowers and associated wildlife.
St Mary’s Church Summer Festival is 25th to 27th June – we hope you enjoy the
exhibits and visit our Conservation Area. As mid-summer approaches walking around
the churchyard is an experience of discovery and revelation. Look for insects, bees and
butterflies who love the flowers in the Central Glade. On sunny days Speckled Wood
butterflies fly through the woodland while in the grassland Meadow Brown and Ringlets
may be found. See what you can find, or sit on the WI seat, relax peacefully and allow the
healing peace to soothe. For further information please ring Fay Farrant on 01256 476863.
Margaret Carr www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

JUNIOR BASINGA
We are very pleased to include the very first article published in the junior section of
Basinga Extra, Junior Basinga. Go to www.basinga.org.uk for this article and more.
Great Binfields.Primary School
Excitingly, Year 3 at Great Binfields Primary School have been learning
about and reading the Iron Man by Ted Hughes. On Tuesday 20th April
we found lots of metal trinkets on our field. We were so excited we almost
exploded with happiness! We have been writing news reports about this
event and we are going to publish them in a Binfields Blog on our school website.
In Maths we have been looking at capacity. In three weeks Hawthorn and Hazel are going
to be making fruit mocktails in our Maths lessons – yum! We asked groups of six people
how much fruit they want out of: apple, cranberry, mango, pineapple and orange. They
could choose the amount of cordial they would like, but only in multiples of 50ml. Each child
will then be given a 250ml drink once it has been made. They can take it home to enjoy.
We have also been drawing Iron Man in our Art and creating PowerPoint presentations
about the book in our Computing sessions. Even though we can’t stay overnight as planned
because of Covid, we are also looking forward to visiting the Weald & Downland Museum
next half term.
Maxi, Poppy, Gabe, Pippa and Conor
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PROBUS HEARS ABOUT MEETING PRINCE PHILIP
Old Basing resident and Probus Club member, Stephen Thair, has one memory of meeting
Prince Philip many years ago and in a far-off land.
“I met him on the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
Tour of the Commonwealth in 1977, when
I was working as a Barrister and Solicitor
in the Department of Justice, Papua New
Guinea” explained Stephen.
Then, Stephen was running a Junior Scout
Troup of expatriate boys with Geoff, another
leader. The Queen and Prince Philip were to
inspect an assembly of Scouts at a parade
ground in Port Moresby.
The Scouts were in position for 11.00am,
when the inspection was due to commence.
Eventually, at around midday, the Queen
and Prince Philip arrived and began their
inspection.
“I was at one end of our Troop
and Geoff at the other. Other
Scout Groups were either side
of us. Prince Philip was two
groups away, when the boy
standing next to Geoff fainted
because of the heat. Geoff
carried him to the shade of
a tree where he revived. By
then Prince Philip had arrived
at our Group, and so Geoff
missed out, and I was the only
representative for him to speak
to.”
“Prince Philip asked me what I
was doing in the country and when I explained, he asked if I was enjoying it – which I was
– and then moved on. He was perfectly pleasant to me. I had been anxious as my father
had told a story of a friend who had been introduced to Prince Philip and when he replied to
a question as to what he did, received the comment “Oh no, not another b* * * * y solicitor!”.
Stephen always felt marginally guilty that Geoff missed out on a Prince Philip encounter,
although in fairness it could just as easily have been the boy next to him who fainted!
Paul Flint
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VILLAGE CAFE
What a difference we are seeing lately, with the mass vaccine roll-out and social distancing
measures showing huge decreases in the spread of Covid 19, fingers crossed we now
continue on the right path!
I am not the first person, and will most certainly not be the last, to praise the amazing staff
and volunteers who have worked so hard, and continue to do so, delivering the vaccination
program at Hampshire Court Hotel, many of whom are members of our community. It has
been an incredible achievement to vaccinate so many people and we are so grateful to
you all. We are lucky to have another vaccination site located at Basingstoke Fire Station
which has also aided the mass vaccination.
It’s been a challenging year or so for everyone but there is, at last, light at the end of the
tunnel and as a community it’s been so nice to see everyone pulling together, helping out
neighbours, friends and family and following government guidelines. Some of us have
found the lockdown hard to deal with and we have felt isolated over the past months; the
thought of now mixing with others and going out is actually quite scary so take the next
steps at your own pace, do not feel you have to rush to do things, it’s a personal choice
but friends and family are there to support all of those who are a little anxious. We all know
that mental health has suffered badly over the past year but with time and the right support,
things will get easier to deal with.
Here at the Village Cafe, we have taken the decision not to reopen our doors until
September at the earliest, when most of us will have been fully vaccinated and the
risks will be much lower.
Deborah Thorne

THE UPDATED COUNTRYSIDE CODE
Respect everyone
• be considerate to those living in, working in and enjoying the countryside • leave
gates and property as you find them
•

do not block access to gateways or driveways when parking

•

be nice, say hello, share the space

•

follow local signs and keep to marked paths unless wider access is available

Protect the environment
• take your litter home – leave no trace of your visit
•

do not light fires and only have BBQs where signs say you can • always keep
dogs under control and in sight

•

dog poo–bag it and bin it – any public waste bin will do

•

care for nature – do not cause damage or disturbance

Enjoy the outdoors
• check your route and local conditions
•

plan your adventure – know what to expect and what you can do • enjoy your visit,
have fun, make a memory
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SAVE OUR LODDON VALLEY ENVIRONMENT – SOLVE
Update – what is the threat?
You will have read elsewhere that as of May we do not have a five year housing land
supply and this means that the Local Plan housing policies fall away and we have to rely
on the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) which has a ”presumption in favour of
development”. The shortfall is for approximately 500 dwellings and the question is where
will BDBC select sites to make up for the fact that not a single dwelling has been built
on Manydown or indeed on Pyotts Hill? Historically the Loddon Valley was threatened
with an additional 9000+ dwellings. For some idea of scale, Old Basing and Lychpit have
approximately 3500 dwellings now.
Is this just NIMBYism?
Pyotts Hill already has 450 dwellings allocated in the current Plan period and another 450
planned for the next plan period. Swing Swang Lane/Basing Road has 100 dwellings
allocated and has a planning application in process. So we have 1000 dwellings already
expected, increasing our village by approximately a third. We are already doing our bit.
Why does it matter?
Despite the fact that we deal with the sewerage treatment and the waste incineration for
almost the whole of Basingstoke, the Loddon Valley is an incredibly special habitat.
Described by the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust as a “Cinderella river”, the Loddon
is one of only a handful of north flowing chalk streams in the world. The river valley has
ancient peat bog areas and is a Biodiversity Opportunity Area (HCC). So far, the incredible
work of CountryWatch and our Borough Councillors has got us to this point but now we
need your help. To register interest please contact: Kate Tuck at katetuck21@gmail.com
Kate Tuck

WHY VOLUNTEER? – BDDF
Why volunteer? Volunteering offers vital help to people in need but there are many benefits
for you, the volunteer. Aside from the obvious feel-good factor from giving your time to a
worthy cause, volunteering has key benefits which make it well worth considering…
•

Gain confidence by giving you the opportunity to try something new and build a
real sense of achievement.

•

Make a difference your actions will have a real and valuable positive affect on
people, communities and society in general.

•

Meet people meet people from across the community, make new friends.

•

Learn new skills gain practical experience, help your CV stand out and learn skills
which make you more desirable for prospective employers.

•

Challenge yourself to try something different, achieve personal goals, practice
using your skills and discover hidden talents.

•

Have fun! Most volunteers have a great time, regardless of why they do it.

Food for thought? Want to know more about volunteering with Basingstoke & District
Disability Forum (BDDF), your local disability charity, please contact sarah@bddf.org.uk
or telephone 01256 423869. or by visiting our website www.bddf.org.uk.
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HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST
Swallows, Swifts and Martins
Swallows, swifts and martins are true summertime species here in Britain. Arriving a little
later than most of the warblers and departing as summer begins to fade (or earlier in the
case of swifts), they are with us for just a few short months. But with their fast, swooping
flight and often only a fleeting glimpse of the birds, they can be tricky to tell apart. Here are
some tips to get you started.
Swallows and martins are closely related, making up a group of birds called the hirundines.
Swifts are far removed from the hirundines, although they have evolved to look and behave
similarly. All the birds feed on insects, so they are often found in similar habitats, although
they tend to fly at different heights. They skim the water of ponds and rivers where midges
gather and are also commonly seen around farmland.
Swallows
The long, deeply forked tail of a swallow
is one of the first keys to identification.
They have a red bib, but if the light
is on them, this may not be visible.
Swallows are very social and are often
spotted in large groups, chattering to
each other, especially before migration
in autumn. Look for them perched in
rows on telephone wires or houses and
outbuildings.
Martins
We get both house and sand martins, although the house martin is the more common of
the two. Both species have a much shorter forked tail than the swallow. The house martin
has completely white undersides and a white rump, visible as they fly. The rest of their back
is a glossy black.
Sand martins are noticeably brown, with a brown collar breaking up their white belly. They
nest in large colonies in sandy banks, so they are less likely to be seen around our urban
areas.
Swifts
Swifts are the high-fliers of this group. Their screaming calls from way up in the sky are
sadly becoming less and less common as swifts lose their breeding habitats in the eaves
of old buildings. Unlike the other birds, swifts have no easily identifiable light patches,
appearing completely black. Their longer wings look like a scythe in the sky. Swifts never
perch or land on the ground - the only time they are not in flight is when they nest. The
Swift Conservation website can also provide you with advice on who to contact if you find
a grounded swift.
If you would like to help swifts locally, you can install a swift box within or under the eaves
of your house if it is over two stories high.
Claire Thorpe
(Photograph of Swallow copyright Dave Foker HIWWT)
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RBL GOLF DAY
We are still on track to host the above event on Monday, 28th June at Sherfield Oaks
Wellington course, a venue that is now in new ownership and where a significant amount
of investment has taken place over the past 12 months despite the lockdown.
It might be exciting therefore to
see the improvements to the
course and the clubhouse and
I’d therefore like to invite you
to join this fundraising day out,
meeting old friends and new in
the process.
Ring, text or email me for
details and a form and you can
enter as an individual, pair or
team of four. Closing date for
entries is 21st June OR when
we are full (10 teams maximum) and at time of writing we are half-way there so don’t delay!
Rick Bourne tel: 07900 648675 email: rickbourne@yahoo.com

THE MILLFIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
What’s around this month:
May brought us plenty of Chiffchaffs, Blackcaps, the return of
a Willow Warbler who makes an epic journey every year and a
fleeting visit by two Grasshopper Warblers. We also have two
pairs of Mistle Thrushes breeding around the edge of the reserve
who are easy to spot especially around the play area.
During June we should see flowering of the orchids (Common Spot and Pyramid, both
a purple colour) and the Grass (pink) and Meadow (yellow) Vetchling. On warmer days
butterflies to watch out for are Meadow Brown, along with the Marbled White. There’ll be
increased numbers of birds around the field feeding their young, the nesting Whitethroats
being particularly noticeable, and we should also be seeing Swifts and House martins in
flight and the raptors such as the Hobby hunting from above. Dragonflies will also start to
appear in the areas of the field near the water and the woods. Early in the morning, or later
in the evening, there’s also the possibility of seeing a grazing roe deer or a fox.
For those of you visiting the field, the latest sightings of all the flora and fauna (and there
is a lot!) are listed on the Mill Field display board near the Little Basing entrance. Fabulous
photos can also be seen on our Facebook page. As you can see from both we are so lucky
to have such a rich nature reserve so it is important for all of us to stay on the paths to
protect the wildlife.
Anne Francis
Mobile: 07974 944439
Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group
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JUNE IN YOUR GARDEN
As the longest day approaches on 21st June, and lockdown rules are to be scrapped and
we are free to roam wherever we like, please do not forget your gardens. There are plenty
of jobs to do out there this month. Top of the list is weeds. They seem to reappear as soon
as your back is turned; so regular hoeing is essential to make sure they don’t take control.
Perennial weeds or those with long tap roots such as dandelions, thistles, bindweed and
nettles need to be dug out with a garden fork, otherwise they will just reappear. Be sure to
dig out every single bit of bindweed lest it re-shoot.
Lawns can be mown once a week now and edged with a half moon edging iron to ensure
that the borders are kept neat. If you have a compost heap, you can add the clippings to
your pile, but be sure to do so only in thin layers to keep it properly aerated. It is a good idea
to alternate green compost with ‘brown’ layers such as clean shredded paper or cardboard
to keep the air circulating. If moss is a problem in your lawn, then you can use a combined
moss-killer and fertiliser to treat it, but you may want to live with a little moss, as it will keep
the lawn looking green if drought hits.
Summer bedding plants and home-raised seedlings should now have been hardened off
and are ready to plant into your borders and pots. Be sure to water them in well and
continue to keep them hydrated in warm weather. Annuals are perfect for filling in gaps in
borders and if you are quick, there is still enough time to sow late flowering plants such
as Calendula and Godetia. For those who are thinking ahead, winter bedding plants such
as pansies can be sown now, as can next year’s wallflowers. Tidy up spring flowering
perennials by cutting back foliage, which should encourage a new flush. Lift and divide
hostas, primula and overcrowded bulbs. Stake tall flowers to prevent wind damage and
keep tying in sweet peas and other climbing flowers.
Evergreen hedges such as Lonicera nitada, Box and Privet can be clipped this month and
the slipping added to the compost heap if they aren’t too woody. Once Clematis Montana
has finished flowering, it can be cut back – hard if necessary, you’ll be thankful for it next
year as it develop into something of a monster (I speak from experience). Honeysuckle and
climbing roses will need tying in to their supports, the latter need to be tied as horizontal
as possible to ensure the best showing of flowers. If you need to propagate any shrubs,
now is the time to take softwood cuttings of plants such as lavender, rosemary, hydrangea
and philadelphus.
If you are growing your own, you can keep sowing salad crops, French and Runner beans,
squash, sweetcorn and outdoor cucumbers all directly into prepared ground outside.
Keep an eye out for blight on potatoes and tomatoes. Plant out vegetables such as winter
brassica and sweet peppers; quick crops like radish can be sown in gaps between crops.
You should be thinning your apple, pear and plum trees this month to ensure the best crop.
Summer prune red and white currants and gooseberries.
All types of pests can be problematic at this time of year whether in the vegetable or
flower borders. Keep and eye out for slugs eating young seedlings, caterpillars, carrot fly
and aphids. Small amounts can be dealt with by hand but consider investing in mail order
ladybirds or nematodes to treat more severe infestations.
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JUNE NATURE NOTES
The first Cuckoo that was reported to me at last came from Steve Western who heard
one at Sherfield Oaks golf course, so along with his first Swallow ‘spot’ he is chief reporter
again!
Yesterday, 9th May, another was heard calling in Up Nately and has been most of last week
apparently.
However, I know that there was also a Cuckoo more locally, on the Millfield, who is nicknamed
‘Colin’ and has been turning up for the past 7 or 8 years around North Hampshire and
Surrey. He is recognised because of his very accommodating behaviour, instead of being
usually heard and not seen, Colin loves to pose for photos especially if some food offerings
are nearby. One can only speculate how many lady Cuckoos he may have charmed during
his Spring visits!
I tempted fate last month by suggesting that as Spring warms up the garden, one might
come across a Slow-worm or two. Well, flippin ‘eck, April and early May have only been
suitable for brass monkeys and the wild swings of hot days (in the sun) and freezing nights
have caused havoc with fauna and flora. A Facebook memory of a year ago reminded my
better half that we had a wisteria in full flower and my greenhouse was bursting with bedding
plants all wanting to be planted out. Not only has the wisteria only just begun to bud but
I’ve lost hundreds of small bedding plants despite fleecing and paraffin heaters! The chilly
nights certainly meant our resident hedgehogs were hungry so we replenished our stock
of a suitable crunchy pellet food which seems to go down well. I am now supplying small
packs of this so ring or email me if you’d like some. It’s priced at £2.50 for 400gms.
Sadly, not everything can cope with late spring frosts, typically vulnerable are chicks trying
to fledge and Terry MacAnish confirmed his worse fears that the brood of Blue Tits in his
camera box had all perished just 5 or 6 days after hatching. Overworked parent birds are
stuck between trying to find enough food, difficult enough, and brooding the featherless
youngsters. Eventually, neither is enough to save the babies and I'd imagine this scene is
currently being played out in thousands of nest sites across the country.
One of our nest boxes was (again) taken over by
bumblebees but not the friendly sort. These are
Tree Bees which only appeared in the UK some 15
years ago and they are feisty to say the least. The
box they’re occupying is on the side of a shed and
even opening the door and stepping inside alerts
and agitates them so I’m being very careful. The box
is covered with pollen so that’s a write-off next year
I think.
Migrants are trickling in and best of the bunch were
a Redstart (pictured), Willow Warbler, Wheatear
and Whitethroat plus a Ring Ouzel stayed over near
Lodge Farm whilst on his passage ‘up north’.
Some other super photos again this month from Jim
Andrews (a stunning Redstart on the front cover),
Phil Males and Tony Fendall so it was hard to choose
what goes to print but the Purple Orchids growing
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from p37
in Wade Road, found by both Phil and Jim,
(right) gets pride of place. Shame then that
the next day many were mown down by the
councils sub-contract verge maintenance
chaps. Grrr!
Rick Bourne.
Don’t forget to send all your nature related
photographs to rickbourne@yahoo.com or
naturenotes@basinga.org.uk
Ring 01256 321108 for news. For all your
bird food requirements, order it from me at
‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address
or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an
order or get a form.

DIARY DATES FOR JUNE
For details of services and events at St. Mary’s Church please see page 23
MAY
Fri 28

11.00am

Basing House reopens to the public

Tue 1

7.30pm

Parish Council Meeting. Royal British Legion.

Sat 5

10.00am – noon

PIOCC Churchyard conservation working party

JUNE

Thu 10 6.00pm

DEADLINE FOR COPY FOR JULY'S BASINGA

Sat 12 11.00am – 3.00pm Old Basing WI Summer Sale. Lychpit Village Hall
11.00am – 3.00pm Village Show Plant Stall at Lychpit Village Hall
Mon 21

Deadline for RBL Golf Day entries see page 35

Thu 24 2.00pm

PIOCC Churchyard conservation working party

Mon 28

RBL Golf Day at Sherfield Oaks

BASINGA EXTRA
We would normally list 'extra' item for the month that we were unable to include in this
printed version. This month we had nothing that needed to go on the website. Basinga
Extra: www.basinga.org.uk has years worth of past issues; a photograph archive; items
for sale, with pictures; events; nature notes and much more.
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Now open in Belle Vue Rd
Old Basing.
Hairdressing for the whole
family.
01256 357333
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OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK: Sandra Tuck
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

01256 462847

Monday to Thursday 10am to noon
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CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA
Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
VICAR: Rev'd Heather Leppard, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing
Email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
ADMINISTRATOR:
Debbie Filer

01256 363612
07745 731729
07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing

SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist and Junior Church;
5.30pm Evening Service
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am Holy Communion
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd David Jenkins

0118 3271592

SUNDAY SERVICE: 10.30am Morning Service

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr Dominic Adeiza
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

07973 195566

01256 465214
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