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_— Our Facilities Include
_. * Fully equipped LifeFitness gym
7 + 2 Pools (one adult only with
- Wlg- ' Sauna & Steam Room)
! + 3 Exercise Studios
» Access to over 50 classes
.= + B Treatment Rooms, discounted
" treatments for members.

+ 5 Tennis Courts

+ 8 Pickleball Courts (pay and
play available)

» 16 Reformer beds

bar and restaurant.
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BASINGA OFFER
Quote BASINGAO7 for discounted rates on the following:
« Membership
* Reformer
+ Personal Training
Please call 01256 330360 for more information




( JULY COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS )

This month's lovely cover photograph, A Young Badger, was taken by Anthony Hutton.
Find out more about this and other Nature matters on page 22.

Thank you also to Alan Morris, Sully Williams, Brian Mair, Juanita Rogers and Jim Andrews
for their photographs this month; they can all be found on our website: basinga.org.uk

The Basinga Committee would still like to recruit an Advertising Manager to replace the
current volunteer who has left the area. The role includes, but is not limited to: recruitment
and maintenance of our advertisers and their adverts; driving the renewal process in the
last quarter of the year; liaising with the editor, treasurer and our printer to ensure timely
delivery of the monthly magazine. Our advertisers, as you can read below, are the life-
blood of this magazine, and need to be 'looked after' carefully. If you are interested in
joining the team in this role then please e-mail the editor at: editor@basinga.org.uk

C OUR ADVERTISERS )

Our advertisers are well-established and most of them have been with us for a long time,
are reliable and would welcome your custom. In order to maintain the production and free
distribution of this magazine, we need to maintain our base of advertisers. If you know of
any business wishing to promote themselves in this area, please suggest they get in touch
and advertise with us. It also helps us if you can mention seeing their advert in Basinga.

Our website www.basinga.org.uk (Currently being upgraded) has a list of our advertisers,
either alphabetically or by page: from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS', then
select 'CONTRACT ADS' to list our advertisers alphabetically.

For Free Ads visit Basinga Extra and fill out the form under 'Advertising with us".

C CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA )

The very last date for copy to the Editor for the August edition is 6.00pm on Friday, 10th
July, although we do welcome copy in advance of this date. Please use the forms on
the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters to us.
Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum: articles
may be edited and are published at the Editor's discretion.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements
for publishing photographs. Contact names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for
all our volunteer 'managers' are listed on page 34.

All advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors
made by the advertisers; nor does it endorse the products or services advertised. The
views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals
and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

C PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA )

We now have a web form that you can use to send any photograph for the website archive
and possible use in the magazine: go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a
photo is too 'large’, they can be emailed directly: editor@basinga.org.uk
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== FRAMING | ART | GIFTS | HOMEWARE

I== GALLERY & FRAMING

The Frame Gallery is in the centre of Odiham's High Street, where you can take
advantage of the free parking and pop in for a no-obligation framing quote, from our
experienced team. We stock a full range of ‘made to measure’ and ‘ready made’ frames
plus you can enjoy the regularly changing original and limited print artwork and gifts.

Speak with Gallery Owner Katie Bleathman (V) 01256 701082 @ hello@theframe-gallery.co.uk

N° 81 | High St | Odiham | Hants | RG29 1LB  Tues to Sat 9.30am - 5pm  Stay Connected () @

MARTIN RAA
B . COOPER n\v-. MATTHEWSON rll&:\ejuan,
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS ALL MAKES SERVICING & REPAIRS

and servioleg te mest and models of THE VOLVO & NISSAN SPECIALISTS

Washing Machines , Tumble Dryers ,

Dish B _'l‘ o .

Microwaves , Fridges , Freezers ,
And Vacuum Cleaners .
Set Labour Charges , No VAT
Tel. 01256 466851 or mobile 07831 684375

Harmony
Yoga Therapy » Hatha & Somatic Yoga e ChairYogaw

-]

* Gentle, accessible yoga for every body

« Supporting stress, pain, recovery and wellbeing

* Scheduled classes in Lychpit, Chineham &
central Basingstoke

* Private 1-to-1's & online sessions EXPERIENCED HOUSEHOLD
* Yoga Nidra and wellbeing coaching. E| = PA'NTER & DECORATOR
01256 910108 ﬁ NO JOB TOO SMALL

;@ infiniteharmony.co.uk E TEL:01256 355356 or 07876 495657




OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW

As this article is being written Summer has arrived with a bang so thoughts will be on
keeping those tender plants watered, tending to hanging baskets and planters, and also
nurturing flowers, fruit and vegetables ready for the Show on Sunday, 6th September.
The soft fruit season will soon be starting so any spare
produce can be made into jams or preserves ready to
display in the Domestic section.

If you're whiling away your time on the beach or relaxing
in your garden, now could be a good time to think about
writing a limerick, poem or short story for the Original
Writing section which now has its own cup for the entrant
scoring most points. Keep your camera handy to snap
what could be a prize winning photo of “Aged”, “On the Farm” or “Local Street Scene”.

The school holidays could also be a good time to get the youngsters thinking about and
starting to make entries for the “Children’s Section”. As well as the new class named
“Paddington”, there’s another one for “a Decorated Flowerpot” as well as lots of the old
favourites such as painting and Lego models

And don’t forget there are also sections for handicraft exhibits and homemade drinks,
hopefully something for everybody — all details are in the schedule, which is available
on the website, www.oblvs.org.uk and you can find us on Facebook searching for
OldBasingLychpitShow

USE A DEFIBRILLATOR TO SAVE A LIFE

An Automated External Defibrillator (“AED”
or “Defib”) is a life-saving device that helps
restart a heart with an electric shock if
someone has a Cardiac Arrest (the heart
stops beating). Old Basing and Lychpit is
extremely fortunate; there are ten AEDs
available for public use. Find them by using
the website www.defibfinder.uk or look out
for the distinctive yellow cabinets around. In
an emergency 999 will help you access one.

Anyone can use an AED; no training is
required. Itis safe - it will only shock a casualty if it is needed. By using an AED and doing
chest compressions before an ambulance arrives vastly increases the chance of surviving
a Cardiac Arrest.

Free advice on essential first
aid to save a life can be found St J h

on: www.SJA.org.uk o n
If any community group Ambulance

would like us to provide a
Save-a-Life session (including CPR and AED) please email:
NorthHampshire@sja.org.uk

Ken (St John Ambulance)


mailto:NorthHampshire@sja.org.uk

‘ CHEOTTERS

|ndependonf Fstate Anents

Contact us for your FREE valuation

mansma
OILER SERVICES

Boiler Installations

Servicing and Repairs
Unvented/Vented Cylinders

Power Flushing
of Heating Systems

Free Estimates
No Call Out Charge
Landlord Certificates
Fully Insured

01256819521 Bill Martin 07990514472

www.oldbasingboilerservices.com
Keeping you Gas Safe

Prime P
Improvements

Home & Garden Ltd

L =
07841 532 878

For all your Home & Garden needs,
including:

s Fencing
s Decking
5 Shed construction & Bases
i3 Landscaping
New lawns
Artificial Grass

i Painting & Decorating
5 Handyman Jobs

stz Tiling

¢ Flooring

f www.primeimprovements.co.uk




OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT CARNIVAL

NG AND ;. We should start with thanks to everyone who made scarecrows for this
Car a!.{ “, | year’s event ahead of the Carnival. It was a great to see them pop up

nw all around the parish from the beginning of June and it gave a lot of joy
to all who saw them.

V7N
We also hope you enjoyed the Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival this
(Tal) year.

As a committee we would like to thank all our sponsors, everyone who donated a raffle
prize and also Larkstel Ltd for scenery set-up. We would also like to thank all the volunteers
for their help both on the set-up day and on the actual day of the carnival.

As is the case every year the Carnival is used to raise money for local community projects.
So any volunteers who helped at the carnival or took part in the procession can now put
forward a request for a donation of any amount. This should include details of what the
money would be used for and how it would benefit the community. Applications should be
made via the carnival email which is oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com The closing date for
applications will be Friday, 31st July.

The carnival is run by a committee which is a
dedicated band of volunteers and we are on the
lookout for more people to come and join our
friendly team. So, if you feel you would like to get
involved with this for the 2027 Carnival, which
- will be on Saturday, 19th June, please email us:
. oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com

In early June the Pat Brace Carnival Football
% Tournament took place at Royals Park, next to
# et == the Royal British Legion. It was a true celebration
of communlty spirit and grassroots football ahead of this year’s World Cup. Over 200
players across 24 teams took part in four age groups with 165 goals scored.

The under-seven tournament was won by
Woolton Hill, with Eldon Celtic second and
Basing Royals third. The under-eight crown went
to Rovers Blacks, with Down Grange Athletic
being the runners-up. Berg Sky dominated the
under-nine event with a perfect record which
saw them seal the title with a final win over
Loddon Sports. The under-10 competition was
won by Hook FC Blues after a penalty shoot-
out against Basingstoke Colts Storm. The Plate
event was won by Rovers FC with victory over
Basing Royals Blades.

A big thank you must go to the Churchill Group, the young referees who supported all
the games as part of the DoE, Basing Royals, the Old Basing British Legion, Larkstel
Ltd and all the volunteers who helped out. Without their support the event could not have
happened. We look forward to it taking place again next year.

Graham Merry Carnival Committee member
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Parish Council Changes — Recognising Service and Looking Ahead
Over recent months, Old Basing & Lychpit Parish

Council has seen several changes to its membership, Old Basi_ng
with four Councillors stepping down from their roles.
While it is always a moment of transition when valued PARISH COUNEIL

members leave, it also provides an opportunity to
reflect on the significant contributions they have made to the community and to thank them
for their dedicated service.

At the end of March, Charlie Butfoy resigned after four years on the Council, during which
he served as Chair of the Planning & Development Committee and contributed to a wide
range of Council activities. His involvement in planning matters helped ensure that local
perspectives were represented in discussions and decisions, and he played an active role
in supporting the Council’'s work during his time in office.

Steve Brown stepped down in April after an impressive seven years of service. Over that
time, he made a particularly strong contribution through his leadership of the Facilities
Management Committee, which he chaired since November 2021. The committee’s
work—overseeing parish facilities, maintenance, and community assets—has been an
essential part of ensuring that local amenities continue to serve residents effectively. His
long-standing commitment and practical oversight have been widely appreciated.

Kate Tuck resigned at the beginning of June in order to focus on her continuing work as
a Borough Councillor. Since joining the Parish Council in 2020—initially co-opted during
the challenging circumstances of the pandemic—she has brought energy and commitment
to her role. Parish Council minutes show her consistent involvement in discussions and
decisions affecting the local area, and the Council is very grateful for her contribution over
several years. It is hoped that a positive and productive relationship will continue in her
Borough role.

Finally, Murray Campbell has also recently stepped away, having dedicated the past
six years to the Council. His tenure has been marked by a remarkably high level of
commitment, particularly during his two terms as Parish Chair. In that role, he worked to
strengthen communication and understanding between the Council and residents, with a
clear focus on improving public perception and engagement.

In addition to his leadership responsibilities, Murray chaired the Planning & Development
Committee in 2023/24, where he played a central role in shaping the Council’s responses
to planning matters. Notably, he dedicated significant time and effort to the Council’s
submission to the Local Plan Update, coordinating input and managing external consultants
to ensure that the parish’s views were robustly represented. This work required detailed
oversight and collaboration, and it reflects a significant investment of time on behalf of the
community.

Internally, Murray also supported major organisational changes within the Parish Office,
including a full restaffing and the successful transition of the Parish Clerk role in 2024. His
involvement helped ensure continuity and stability during a period of change. Across both
his leadership and operational contributions, he has played an important role in shaping
the Council’s recent direction and effectiveness, and his presence will be much missed by
fellow Councillors, staff, and residents alike.



While four resignations in a relatively short period may appear unsettling, there is no cause
for concern. The reasons for stepping down have been positive and personal—whether
to focus on other responsibilities, spend more time with family, or continue serving the
community in a different capacity. The Council continues to function effectively, and there
is already interest from prospective new members, with co-option applications currently in
progress.

Serving as a Parish Councillor is a rewarding way to support the local community. It is a
voluntary role that offers the opportunity to influence decisions, contribute to local projects,
and represent residents’ views. While it does require a commitment of time for meetings
and preparation, many Councillors find the experience both enjoyable and fulfilling, with
the chance to work as part of a team on issues that matter locally.

Residents who are interested in learning more about becoming a Parish Councillor are
encouraged to contact the Parish Clerk for further information. Whether you have a
particular interest in planning, community facilities, or local services, becoming involved is
a valuable way to help shape the future of Old Basing and Lychpit.

Meetings for July 2026

If you are planning to attend a meeting, please check the Parish Council website or local
noticeboards for confirmed dates, or contact the Parish Clerk for further details. The next
Full Parish Council meeting will take place on Tuesday, 7th July at 7.30pm, with the
Facilities Management Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 14th July at 7.30pm
and the Finance & Resources Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 28th July at
7.30pm.

If you would like to attend but may have difficulty accessing the meeting room via the stairs,
please let us know in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made.

Keep in Touch

If you have any question, concerns or ideas that you'd like to share with the Parish Council,
please feel free to get in touch. You can contact us by email, phone, or by visiting the
Parish Office. We are always happy to hear from you!

You can also keep up to date with the latest news by visiting our website, following our

Facebook page, or by checking the noticeboards around the Parish (Belle Vue Parade, Old
Basing Recreation Ground and Lychpit Community Centre).

Old Basing
Parish Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Old Basing

Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Allotment Plots

The Street, Old Basing, A peacefi y—

RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847 Available allotment
Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 10.00am to noon plots fat r:n: 0, g
Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk v dua i g
Web: www.oldbasing.gov.uk



mailto:clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
http://www.oldbasing.gov.uk

THE MILL FIELD NATURE RESERVE

We work closely with Natural Basingstoke. There are always
opportunities to get involved with other conservation groups as well as
various courses in a wide range of subjects such as managing habitats,
identifying species and training in different skills such as surveying,
dead-hedging and much more...

As well as us volunteers, Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council Rangers also carry out
valuable work at the site. Individuals on the Community Payback Scheme and Corporate
Volunteers also take an active role.

In fact, there are plans for a corporate work party to replace some of the rotten sleepers
on the site during the summer. This will improve access during the wetter months. This
has been made possible thanks to a CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) Grant from Old
Basing & Lychpit Parish Council.

If you would like to get involved in the work carried out at the site please either get in touch
using the email address below or contact us via our Facebook page. The first volunteers
work party will be held on Sunday, 13th September then monthly until April. Please check
forthcoming editions of the Basinga or our Facebook page for details nearer the time.

July is a vibrant month for the wildlife in the field. Parent Goldfinches will be carrying food
back to feed their young in the nest and Whitethroats will be stalking around the scrub.
During the evenings you will see an increase in the number of bats on the wing. Our
butterflies and moths are emerging on sunny days so look out for daytime moths such as
the Silver Y and the Burnet, distinctive for its red spots on black wings.

Those looking for plants in July will find the Bee and Common Spot orchids, as well as the
flowering of the towering Woolly Thistle. Here are some photos to illustrate the diversity of
the nature reserve, all taken by Jim Andrews.

Painted Lady Butterfly Slow Worm Grey Heron

Please ceck ou our Facebook page for more photos.
Forthcoming Events:

Duck Race: Monday, 31st August - details to follow in
the August edition of the Basinga. '

Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com
Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group
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W.T.HILL

Painter & Decorator
Internal & External
Over 30 Years Experience
home Tel: 07748808069
Mondays 10:30am Free Quotations

War Memorial Park,

Basingstoke o .
Over 35 years experience in all
Wednesdays 10:30am

. n
The Recreation Ground types of domestic, commercial and

Boe_ | i
old Basing ERRY]| industialfencng

Come along with your baby and buggy to get some fresh FREE estimates and advice with
air, meet other mums and improve your fitness and FENCI NG no obligation and good quality
mental health. workmanship are GUARANTEED

We walk and do strength exercises. Different options
for all levels of fitness, from 6 weeks post partum. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Free trials available!

o CALL US 01256 358 940

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

o
Ennedi Khaki from the Albany ﬂ —
Fantasy Wallpaper Collection 2 =
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£ — )
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o = &)
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o
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Covaplus

ZX510BSB
Valid until 31st December 2026 at Brewers Basingstoke only.
Terms and Conditions apply, ask in store for details

£100m £200mr

L feVinyl Matt - 2

= o

@ €

Q_ @ [ [e)]

wn o g

50| /3

L gt 0 £ =5

138 Basingstoke Trade Park | 1 Whitney Road b —C
Worting Road, Basingstoke | Daneshill Estate, Basingstoke @ o —
RG218BJ 01256 467373 RG24 BNS 01256 464745 £ 0O —X
basingstoke@brewers.co.uk | basingstoke.east@brewers.co.uk ; 3 s

E L
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| Are you looking for more
control over your finances?

At S4 Financial, we have been

providing bespoke financial solutions Buildyour Protect your
to our clients for 20 years, with a wealth ' family
strong focus on cashflow modelling. o)~

Using years of experience,

and with the help of specialist
software, we can develop a
cashflow model to forecast what
you'll need to do to achieve your Enjoy a
financial goals, and how much comfortable
you might need to save to reach
financial independence.

2 to future
retirement generations

S4 Financial Ltd is an Independent Financial
Advisory firm, which is authorised and regulated
M Where Weglth by the Financial Conduct Authority. 54 Financial
meets wisdom Ltd is entered on the FCA register (https://
FINANCIAL register.fca.org.uk/) under reference 401372.
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Thank you if you responded to our and Clir Paul Harvey's
appeal for objections to Upper Swallick. (on the Alton Road near
Winslade). OBLEC supports the Borough Council in its efforts to
stop inappropriate development with regard to the water supply
problems. There are three main reasons which should make

OLD BASING & Lycaprr | planners think before they agree to any additional large housing
i : ; developments:

1. South East Water cannot supply the additional numbers.

2. Thames Water’s intentions to ‘improve’ the Chineham STW are unclear. They give no
details, just claiming it will be done by 2028.

3. The hospital will not be replaced any time soon. 2037 is the current start date!

It is impossible to predict what will happen in the future but OBLEC will endeavour to keep
you informed.

If you are reading this we assume you are interested in the environment. Maybe you have
an idea of something OBLEC should be investigating or taking action about. If you have
an idea, please get in touch with us via our email oblecteam@outlook.com or Facebook,
and we will look into it.

NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

Basing House is open from 11.00am to 4.00pm,

% BAS I N G Wednesday to Sunday.
<Lp
¢

H 0 USE Dawn’s Rhyme Time for pre-school children continues on

Wednesdays at 11.00am and, come the school holidays,
this will be followed by craft time for an hour from noon. These sessions are included in
annual ticket. Volunteer led tours leave the Visitor Centre at 1.30pm every Wednesday
and are included in the annual ticket.

Alan Turton — the Basing House expert, leads tours on Sunday, 5th July, Sunday, 8th
August and Sunday, 6th September. There is a separate charge for these tours, as is
the case for the art courses and Silent Disco below:

Copper Butterfly Wreath Workshop - Thursday, 2nd July; Drawing from Nature
Wednesday, 8th July; Upcycled Jewellery Sunday, 12th July; Screen Print Workshop
— Learn to Print a natural landscape Wednesday, 15th July; Printed reflections — a
screen printing journal workshop - Wednesday, 23rd September.

4th July sees a Silent Disco in the Barn for over 18s. This runs from 6.00pm to 10.00pm,
with hot food from Reggae Kitchen and a bar.

The Rock choir is in the Knot Garden on Thursday, 9th July, with a bar and Berro
Kitchen serving hot food. Arrival and parking is at our Redbridge Lane entrance (RG24
7HB, east of the canal bridge). Gates open at 6.00pm and bring something to sit on
while enjoying the evening with singing from 7.00pm for an hour or so. We will lock up at
9.00pm. Admission is included in our annual ticket.

Further ahead, we have a Bat Walk on Thursday, 27th August, and over the weekend
12th-13th September we have the annual English Civil War Society re-enactment

weekend. Andrew Howard 01256 327014
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GOLD & GREY
Your Local Help With

CURTAINS AND BLINDS
UPHOLSTERY
LOOSE COVERS
SOFT FURNISHINGS
HOME ACCESSORIES
INTERIOR DESIGN
FABRIC SALES

CallLinn On 01256 744051
www.goldandgrey.uk

2. DKA Gardening : & Free car park
Services Emergency appointments
: /@ Home visits
Free advice on rehabilitation
e 07788 413746 LOUISE SANDERS  Free advice on exercises

Free ergonomics advice
. info@dkagardening
services.com

@dka.gardening

DO YOU SUFFER FROM.....

Our Services 5' o haca i caiphs Back Pain, Sciatica,
We provide a wide range of Headaches

services to keep your . Jou i

outdoor space at its best: Sports In]urles,

_ ; Shoulder Problems

TSRS p Amenance : Neck Pain, Joint Pain,
il r| £ E Elbow & Wrist Problems,

« Landscaping =" o Muscular Strains

= Garden clearance & k) .

renovation
» Pressure washing

« Planting and plant care & )
+ Commercial grounds I Scan to find ) .
i —— | out more Old B Health Centre,
|

~  CONTACTUS

Call or email today!
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07704 513000

= THE
Friendly, experienced and local for all your Hampsh_i_re’s MOSt. _Rated Electricians
o anting neads! - _
Plumbing & Heating needs! il .Im

Bathrooms installations. Water softeners. Boiler repairs/
replacements. Services. Gas safe landlords checks.
System cleanses. Outside taps. No job too small.

0771721 4521 01256 412723

E: info@jcooklandscap ES.CO.Uk We have a team of friendly, customer-focused
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk % electricians who are trustworthy, punctual and have

J C O"‘W'k LO n dSCG pes a combined 35 years of experience between them!
1 }

1 1
Garden Design & Build, Patios,

Decking, Fencing, Turfing, Planting, 01 256 473326

Driveways, Artificial Grass, Tree work, inf uk
Garden maintenance & Clearance

Rated 9.9/10 on over o .
Professional Service - Fully Insured - 20 Years Experience 1,100 reviews on

Residential || Commercial|| Inspections || Approved
Electricians § Electricians | & Testing | Contractors

() All Domestic and Commercial works carried out

5 year warranty on labour!

Call our dedicated customer support line

uti Uk

L TITCOMBE & FAMILY

Independent Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants

Personal, respectful and attentive service
A family run_funeral divector’s providing a personal, caring and allentive service.

All types of funerals arranged including direct eremation and eco-friendly burials.

Funeral finance can be arranged.

We are here when you need us most High Street, Overton RG25 3HB Tel: 01256 771 510

4 Elmwood Parade, Basingstoke RG23 8LL Tel 01256 476 366
8 Swan Street, Kingsclere RG50 5P] Tel: 01635 299 900

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

All aspects of Funeral Arrangements undertaken tmfunerals.couk

l
: I \\

. E Golden Charter a @
* B

| I
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C WHAT'S ON ADVERTS )

PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCHES
Ploughman's Lunches take place in the Parish Room of St. Mary's Church on the third
Thursday of the month, except August when we have a break. Booking is required by
phoning: 07946 596778. Doors open at 12.25pm and there is no end time. This month's
lunch is on Thursday, 16th July, and the following lunch on Thursday, 17th September.

JAZZ ON A SUMMER’S AFTERNOON — BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND
Have you bought your tickets yet? Join us on Sunday, 5th July at 3.00pm in the garden
of Sherfield-on-Loddon Village Hall for an afternoon of live jazz. Your ticket includes tea,
coffee and a delicious selection of homemade cakes. Please bring your own chair and
settle in for a wonderful summer afternoon of music and refreshments.

VILLAGE VIBES CAFE

& Once again, thanks to the amazing support of all our
customers, we have reached our fundraising target
for the local Scout group and been able to give them
| a donation which has enabled them to buy tents for
® all age groups to use. This is great for the Scouts
as they will be able to use the tents for camps and
= activities without having to hire them. We had a lovely
visit from a number of representatives to accept the
donation recently, and we are pleased to be able to
support our young residents.

Our new pro;ect for fund raising is a charity called Sophie’s Legacy. This charity was set up
by the mother of a young girl who was sadly diagnosed with a rare form of childhood cancer
and lost her fight at the age of ten. The charity provides support for parents in hospital with
their child in many ways, such as providing hot food, packs containing essential items,
help with transport costs and much more. One of the main things that this charity provides
for very sick children is a play specialist, who not only helps children through play and
crafts, but provides emotional support and distraction during tough medical procedures.
Play specialists help children cope in an environment that can be frightening, traumatic,
and isolating. The charity operates in several hospitals in the south east, Basingstoke
amongst them, and we would very much like to support them with your help, and raise
funds for the Basingstoke play specialist team. A donation from Village Vibes will enable
them to purchase some new televisions and iPads to be used by the children undergoing
treatments, and help to bring them a little joy and normality during very difficult times.

The café is open on the following dates in July: 3rd, 10th, 17th
I and 31st at the Pavilion Room so do come along and enjoy some
.Q" Q V. | delicious bakes and good company. We are holding a World Cup
> ™ | themed cafe on 10th July with some bakes from around the world so

you may find a new favourite amongst the offerings. The community

\l ' bus will be running on 17th July so if there is anyone you know who
%4 SWEET BITE OF would like to visit us but finds transport difficult, do let them know. A
CONNUNITY SPIRITy warm welcome awaits you all.

Deborah Thorne
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C FREE-ADS — BUY AND SELL )

Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will be
entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear later,
contact the Advertising Manager (see page 34 for contact details). Ads also appear on the
website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available).

UPRIGHT PIANO £600 07751474322
Modern upright piano for sale: - £600 - L141 cm x W54cm x H107cm. Full size keyboard
88 keys. Dark wood, high gloss finish. Practice pedal. Buyer needs to arrange collection
from Old Basing.

BOOKCASE £25 01256326796
Dark wood bookcase. 75cm (T) X 120cm (W) X 32cm (D).

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS

The Basinga committee would like to thank Old Basing and Lychpit Good Neighbours for
their kind donation. Sadly, this was made as a result of the winding up of Good Neighbours
because of fewer volunteers, increasing costs and fewer clients. We would also take this
opportunity to thank them for their good works over the last ten years.

K'u;ul,; sponsored by
¢ CLARKE (2]

Do you have a child
starting school in September 2027?

Old Basing Infant School is holding Open Mornings for

prospective parents...why not come and have a look around?

We would love to see you on either:

3,,’,%% g 5ummer<.v
) Thursday 24th S‘:pfetiber 2026 5 ‘ M e m r ie s

. P Make your\
dedication

Wednesday 14th October 2026
Friday 6th November 2026 Make a dedication in
Monday 23rd November 2026 memory of someone special
Presentations begin at 9:15am with a Q&A session followed by a tour of the
school with aur Year 2 guides. rour limited-edition feather keepsake anc
oved one in the Summer Memories Meadow
Please call the school office on 01256 325704 where
ane of our admin team will be happy to book you in E] i
and answer any questions you may have. f ;’
Scan this code to visit our school website %

@ REGULATDR




Recently I was giving a tour of the church to a group of Beavers, which made me
read up about our North Aisle Door. It actually dates back to 13th century and was re-
positioned to its present place in about 1500. It got me thinking about how many times
that door has been opened and closed in all that time...

Each day, thanks to a committed team of volunteers, the door
is opened for all to enter the church. Different ones come at
different times throughout the day to sit and reflect, to pray
! or light a candle for a loved one or a situation, or just to ‘be’
- within the sacred space of a building where God has been
| . worshipped for nearly a thousand years. During the recent
heatwave it was such an oasis to come in from the outside
~ heat and feel the coolness of the stone and enjoy the sense of
stillness and peace within.

w We are human ‘beings’ after all, not human ‘doings’, and we
i all need time for rest and reflection — time to assume a different
perspective and open our receptors to what is around us. The modern Christian mystic,
Evelyn Underhill alludes to this, in her following insight on the contemplative life:

‘We mostly spend [our] lives conjugating three verbs: to Want, to Have, and to Do...
forgetting that none of these verbs have any ultimate significance, except so far as they
are transcended by and included in, the fundamental verb to Be.’

The door is open daily to your Parish Church — the church is here for us to come and
‘be’ — to find within, a place of connection, where we can step aside from daily routines
and occupations for a while, and enjoy the richness of ‘being’ in the present moment.

Rew Helen

Assistant Curate of St Mary’s Old Basing and Lychpit
ST. MARY'S CHURCH

REGULAR SERVICES 3

Sunday 8.00am BCP Communion STP q r S
ch

9.30am Sung Eucharist {II?C

Monday 8.45am Morning Prayer

Tuesda 8.45am Morning P . s SitVE
y ing Prayer e ﬁ

Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion .[!!. g 0 :

Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer oy

Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer

If you'd like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s
Facebook page. You can keep up to date with services and events at St Mary’s Church via
our Facebook page or visit our website: www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH PARISH ROOM

St Mary’s Parish Room — At the Heart of Our Community

Did you know that St Mary’s Parish Room is available to hire and is also home to a growing
range of community activities? Located in the heart of Old Basing, the Parish Room
provides a welcoming and versatile space for a variety of occasions. It is ideal for:

Life events — baptisms, funerals, wakes and other family gatherings
Community use — societies, clubs, birthday parties, celebrations and group meetings
Business use — workshops, meetings, training sessions and presentations

The space comfortably seats 60 people or accommodates up to 100 standing guests and
includes: A fully equipped kitchen - outside caters can also be used, Accessible toilet
and baby-changing facilities and Caretaker support.

The Parish Room is already a busy hub of community life, hosting regular events such
as our popular Welcome Tea Room,
___ Men’s Breakfasts (leff) and Ploughman’s
Lunches, where people come together
= ' to enjoy good food, friendship and
9. conversation. It is also used for church
meetings, social gatherings, talks and
workshops throughout the year.

New Over-60s Exercise Class — Interest Wanted

We have recently received an enquiry about the possibility of introducing a “Move It or
Lose It” exercise class for the over 60s. These fun and friendly sessions are designed
to improve strength, balance, flexibility and wellbeing, while providing an enjoyable
opportunity to meet others and stay active. If this is something you would be interested in
attending, please let Debbie know.

We would also love to hear any ideas for other activities, clubs or classes that you would
like to see taking place in the Parish Room.

To enquire about room hire, availability, the proposed exercise class, or other activities,
please contact Debbie at admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or 07541 698235.

Whether you’re planning a special event, looking for a local activity, or seeking a venue for
your organisation, we’d be delighted to welcome you to St Mary’s Parish Room.

THE WELCOME TEA ROOM AT ST. MARYS CHURCH

We hope that by the time you are reading this we will, again, be

@WEL@ enjoying more warm weather. Sitting in the shade of the trees at the

Q - %o end of the week with tea and cake is such an enjoyable way to spend
’?& ; ‘D a few companionable hours.

! : : We look forward to seeing you on Friday, 3rd and 17th July 2.00pm

)'é‘q RQQ‘\“ to 4.00pm and there may even be some scones amongst our other

popular bakes!
Thank You for Making Parish Life in Petals a Wonderful Success!

19



WATER SOFTENERS GMK

AMS LTD Decorating Services
Water softener repairs (all makes)

No call-out charge INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR ¢ PLASTERING

Can fully recondition with a guarantee Friendly Prompt & Efficient Service
New softeners supplied and installed Owver 25 Years Experience

10 years guarantee Fully Insured
E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk Call Gary On:
Tel: 01256 768171 « Mob: 07836 247694 (01256) 329138 07767446834

LEWIS

. HEATING & PLUMBING
To ad.v.ertlse here contaCt We are a local reliable family business and strive to A
advertising@basinga.org.uk | |whicw) povieoststandingcustomersenviceaworkmanship; - P

Endorsed by Which Trusted traders. Py

Telephone: 01256 413716
Mobile: 07804 0320889

email: mark.lewis97@ntlworld.com
web: lewisheatingandplumbing.co.uk

B&M FENCING

Panels Reclaimed Sleepers Loose Aggregates / Bulk Bags
Trellis Softwood Sleepers
Concrete Post Oak Sleepers

Sharp Sand 10mm Gravel

Closeboard Panels Decking Building Sand 20mm Gravel

Ballast Grano Dust
Natural Sandstone Turf Mot Type 1 Decorative Stone

Porcelain paving Topsoil
Paving Slabs Landscape Bark

i Block Salt
Block Paving Compost Mon-Fri Fencing S

Fitting Service Tablet Salt
7.45 - 5pm Free Estimates Calor Gas

Delivery Available

01256 762739

www.bmfencing.co.uk i -
enquires@bmfencing.co.uk :7 »
Reading Road, Hook ,Hants ,RG27 9DB i S




NEWS FROM OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH

Since the MHA cannot come to us at the moment, we are holding a
lunch for our congregation on the first Wednesday of each month.
Just a simple two-course lunch with a, what you can afford, donation
towards the cost of the food. We hope to extend this to any friends
who are alone.

We are also replacing the Cameo lunchtime meeting with an open
Coffee/ Craft morning; we hope to see you there.

OLD BASING
METHODIST
CHURCH

Dates for July:
*  Wednesday, 1st - Church lunch 12.30pm
* Thursday, 2nd - Short service at Basingfield Court 11.00am
* Tuesday, 21st - Coffee/Craft morning 10.00am — noon
+ 1st and 3rd Fridays - Welcome Tearoom 2.00 — 4.00pm in St. Mary’s Parish room
+ Every Tuesday - Youth Hub from 3.00pm in term time. Drop in after school at St.
Mary’s Parish Room.
Services every Sunday at 10.30am will be led as follows:
* 5th July - Church Anniversary
* 12th July - Rev’d David Jenkins, including Holy Communion
* 19th July - Mrs Paddy Jose
« 26th July - led by the stewards
All will be made welcome at any of our events.

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

s chureh, oy Last month the rain cleared for your working party and held off so we

: managed to do some of the strimming before it returned. There is
still more to do! This month’s working parties will be on Saturday,
4th July at 10.00am and Thursday, 23rd July at 2.00pm — meet
by the PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation Area.
We will continue the summer season maintenance to encourage the
wild flowers and associated wildlife. All are very welcome, both our regular volunteers and
new participants. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a coffee
break and chance to relax) and our Thursday afternoons about two hours.

The spring flowers have given way to Ox-eye Daisies, blue Meadow Cranesbills and the
purple heads of Common Knapweed. There should be butterflies too. Meadow Browns
and Ringlets in the more open Central Glade while Speckled Woods prefer the woodland
through which they flit on sunny days. The second brood of Holly Blue butterflies may be
seen around the ivy, whereas the spring brood prefers Holly. This year there were many
in the village from the spring brood, so will the summer bring better results than last year?
Swifts may soar screaming overhead catching insects. Why not come and see what you
can find? The WI seat is a lovely peaceful spot from which to enjoy a quiet moment within
our busy parish. Everyone is welcome to enjoy this area.

For further information please email Tim Carr, Chairman: tim@tmcarr.net
Margaret Carr www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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NATURE NOTES FOR JULY

Last month, | included a paragraph or two about fledgling birds and of my hope that those
birds nesting in your garden would bring a smile rather than tears to your face. It's a cruel
fact of nature that not all youngsters survive, in fact a large percentage don’t and | received
any number of messages of sad tales of whole broods in camera boxes not making it or of
predators getting an easy meal.

But amongst that there was certainly a lot of success and right now we have literally dozens
of Blue and Great Tit, Goldfinch and Starling youngsters visiting the feeders or feasting
on the ‘fallout’ particles below. Now many of you who feed the birds regularly may have
seen the RSPB’s advice about restricting the use of feeders during the summer. Whilst
I understand the need to protect Greenfinches in particular, fledging birds absolutely do
need supplementary feed during their early lives, especially when the weather turns wet
and cold (like it has!).

Due to bigger birds now learning how to hang on to
feeders, | dug out a cage feeder and invested in another

a treat, using crumbled fat sticks and mealworms. Both
¢ parent and young Blue Tits have absolutely loved it so
Al we may have helped a good few get by their first dodgy
| days in the big wide world. | did see a couple of little ones

leave the nest early morning (see picture, left).

i The hot spell may have taken its toll on the
5 gardens, but wild flowers really benefited
where they were left alone in uncultivated
areas. My neighbour, Clare, followed the
‘No Mow May’ philosophy in part of her
front garden and has been rewarded with
these lovely Bee Orchids (photo, far left),
and Jim Andrews noted these Pyramidal
Orchids (photo, left) amongst other items
of interest while snapping away on the
Millfield.

Last month Jim aIIowed me to publish a great :
photo of a Whitethroat, but | make no apologies
for showing another one here, that is just about
to feed its young with a big beak-full of crane S
fly: a brilliant shot (right)! ;
Another great picture was sent to me by
Anthony Hutton, who often has his camera at :
the ready during country walks, but wasn’t quite
prepared to take his shot as he was surprised .
by suddenly coming face to face with this a, [
badger trotting towards him. Despite the animal nipping off the path |nto undergrowth for a
moment, it very helpfully re-emerged allowing Anthony to get the very decent image that is
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also this month's front cover photograph (left).
Rick Bourne

Don't forget to send your nature related stories and photos to
rickbourne@yahoo.com / naturenotes@basinga.org.uk

For all your bird food requirements, order from me at ‘Bird
= Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring/text me on
= 07900 648675 to place an order or get a form.

YOUR GARDEN IN JULY

v July, the high-summer growing month. A time, though, to begin to think about
v slowing the sowing and reap the benefits of earlier work. After a wet and cold
start to summer which has been the worst since 1981 then June seeing a
combination of wind and heat which just drives off moisture from the ground

gardeners everywhere are hoping July will settle down, not have to water too

much, and allow us all to enjoy our outside spaces.
Should we start thinking earlier about saving water and just letting the

lawns go? Lawns are especially good at bouncing back from what looks

like dead earth. This is what we can start doing to help. Cover your soil with
a blanket of organic material or dig in as much as possible. This will help moderate soil
temperature, prevent runoff and evaporation also hold moisture in the for longer periods
between waterings. Rethink your watering schedule on hot days and only water in
early mornings and evenings. Watering on a hot day will not give the plants the drink
they really need. Less frequent, deeper waterings are more effective for most plants than
frequent, shallow waterings. Plant roots will grow stronger and healthier and you will not
need to water as often.

To check whether it is time to water dig down a few inches — if dry then give the roots a
good soaking. Invest in more water butts if you can, there are some good-looking ones on
the market now and make them a feature of your outdoor space.

The long hours we spend relaxing in the greenery must not let us forget that a
few gardening tasks are needed to keep enhancing this pleasurable pastime. Jobs
to do are dead heading to encourage more flowers, pick out bean tops to encourage pod
formation and hoe weeds to make sure your watering goes to the plants you want. Handy
tip — hoeing weeds in dry weather will prevent the roots from growing.

Feed plants where necessary, especially pot grown fruit and make sure your house plants
are looked after too! Feeding plants helps them to better handle pests and diseases. There
will still be time for crops such as French beans, radish, beets, salad leaves and carrots to
grow even if earlier attempts were unsuccessful. You do not have to have garden space
for some of these — big pots work too! Gooseberries, red and black currants are usually
harvested by now and it is a good time to get the bushes trimmed and shaped ready for
next year. Pests will be in abundance and, unfortunately, the Box moth caterpillar is back.
It is difficult to pick them all off and again its up to you what you do but be vigilant as it can
decimate the plant.

All this said, July is there to be enjoyed and sitting out in your garden or open space is a
must. Use this time to reflect on your successes and failures but more than ever just revel
in one of the best months of the year.
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FRIENDS OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH

The work to repair the crypt under the Bolton Chapel began in May and continues as
planned. Once complete, the floor will be restored. A crack has been detected between
the external wall of the church and one of the buttresses and whilst this is not urgent, The
Friends of St Mary’s have agreed in principle to provide financial support for any works that
are deemed to be necessary.

The AGM was held on 19th May and was greatly enhanced by a fascinating talk from
Gary Taylor about the Boltons, the family who have been linked to St Mary’s for centuries.
Gary’s research has resulted in revived links with the current Bolton family (in Yorkshire)
who have shown great interest in the church and its progress. Gary is planning to repeat
his talk in the Autumn hopefully in Lychpit Hall.

FOOBS Fair: 5th July; Barn Dance: 3rd October; Murder Mystery: 14th November

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER

s Have you just moved to a new area? Have your children recently left
@@ S home? Have you experienced a major life change, or would you just
s‘gﬂ @y}' like some more friends? Come and meet other women at NWR to
;ﬁg Ls‘,r"{\ % share thoughts, life and experiences. Enjoy stimulating conversations
and, often, some great cake. NWR provides a wide range of talks
and activities in small local groups of, typically, fewer than 20 members. Each is unique,
arranging activities and meetings to suit their members.

Chineham and Old Basing NWR meets at 2.00pm on the first Monday of the month.
We have a monthly lunch at local venues on different days, and a book group that meets
on the fourth Thursday of the month. The subject for June’s meeting was “Newspaper
Cuttings” where many and varied newspaper cuttings were discussed. As like most of our
meetings it was very lively with a lot of laughter especially at one member’s piece where
we learned some surprising information about bird behaviour.

More can be found on the website www.nwr.org.uk or if you feel you would like to join our
friendly group please contact Diane at diane.hope@tiscali.co.uk or 07771898733.

BASINGSTOKE AND DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

Basingstoke & District  On Wednesday, 8th July we will delight in the latest instalment of the
travels of member Paul Gosling. In Gosling’s Galavants 2025, Paul will
show us all sorts of places around the UK where he saw trains and other
modes of transport during the year.

A more unusual topic will be the subject of our second meeting of the

Railway Society  month. On Wednesday, 22nd July, Colin Brading will be Keeping Track.
Colin will describe the evolution of rail track from the earliest days of guided transport, the
lessons learned from accidents attributable to the rails and the evolution of modern railway
track during the 20th century. Along the way he will look at the changes in the maintenance
and renewal of track as mechanisation took effect and at the lives of track workers over
the last 200 years.

Our meetings are held at 7.45pm at The Wote Street Club, which has a licenced bar, in
New Road in Basingstoke town centre, RG21 7NG, and visitors are most welcome. More
details are on our website at www.bdrs70d.com or call the Secretary on 07837 320790.
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Weller Mackrill
Chartered Certified Accountants

A = S EW E I_ I_ : . and Tax Advisers

www.asewell.co.uk® _ i, Accounts - Tax & VAT Returns - PAYE & CIS - IR35 advice
Company formations - Tax planning - Free initial consultation

= i & Weller Mackrill, South Building, Upper Farm, Wootton 5t Lawrence,
Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual Basingsioke. RGZ3 SPE
For a friendly and sensibly priced service
Please ring 01256 782059
E-mail:
paul@wellermackrill.co.uk
Jjames(@wellermackrill.co.uk

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
- Security & Emergency Lighting
- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution
- Multi-room Audio/Visual
- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems
- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

e 01256 329893
wne 01252 844663

ACCA

Did you hear Heartsmith
ST. MICHAEL'S HOSPICE Property Services

has an

Whether P a1 From odd jobs and small fixes to
antiques & @ standout features
collectibles are L T i 5 Media Walls
. your passion # T : Panelling
M P i | g ) Painting and Decorating
= s Flooring and Skirting
i ' Door Hanging and Architrave

or sprucing

. Radiators
up your §i Taps and Toilets
home’ Small Repairs
And More...

Get in touch today for a free quote
you can shop for what you need .
and support your local Hospice. Go to
our website and follow the link for @
www.stmichaelshospice.org.uk

heartsmithpropertyservices@gmail.com
+44 (0) 7518 303175
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Pest Control

! Wasps nest removal, rat control,
hornets, mice and more.

Taps
Toilets

Industrialware

Carpentry & ]Oi nery Contact us for a FREE estimate

i[9

www.Industrialware.co.uk : .
info@catlinph.co.uk

07770989962
need a painter and decorator?

professional experienced
friendly reliable
affordable pecdecoratingserices fully insured

call us today for a free no obligation quote

01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

01256 763859
07766 256788

TreeSceneArb@gmail.com

SPINE TEAM

CHIROPRACTIC

Back, Neck or other MSK Pain? Adrian Stan]ey
Experienced Professionals who Listen BSc(Hon) AA Tech Cert

Gordon and Annette Linscott
.spin m.co.uk. 01256 466 666

RIDT E K WE'RE MORE THAN JUST A LEAKY TAP

CATLIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

| 01256 332 775 Boilers Bathrooms
% info@ridte Installations Cloakrooms
Al /“\ Servicing En-suites
y| Chegkatrade Q Breakdowns Shower rooms
Plumbing

All plumbing jobs

Checekatrade

Y 07774 741021
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PROBUS LADIES HEAR ABOUT FIVE GREAT WOMEN

At the April meeting, as the sun shone brightly outdoors, the members
of the Basingstoke Ladies Probus Club sat mesmerized indoors by the
achievements of five women scientists to whom so much is owed, all
explained by Dr. lan Goodall. A retired headteacher of Yateley School
with degrees from four UK universities and an encyclopedic knowledge of
his subject, he brought the following very much to life:

Marie Curie (1867-1934) was a Polish-born physicist and chemist who pioneered the
study of radioactivity. Working with her husband Pierre Curie, she discovered polonium and
radium and laid the foundations of modern nuclear science. After his death, she became
the first female professor at the University of Paris and led vital First World War medical
innovations, including mobile X-ray units that treated over a million soldiers. She was the
first woman to win a Nobel Prize and remains the only person awarded Nobel Prizes in two
scientific fields. Her refusal to patent radium ensured its use in global research.

Rosalind Franklin (1920-1958) was a British scientist whose X-ray crystallography work
was crucial to revealing the structure of DNA. Her “Photograph 51” provided key evidence
of the molecule’s double helix form. Although her contribution was not fully recognised
during her lifetime, her research was essential to one of the greatest scientific discoveries
of the 20th century. She died at 37, but her legacy is honoured in major scientific institutions
and space exploration projects bearing her name.

Dorothy Hodgkin (1910-1994) was a British chemist and Nobel Prize winner who
advanced X-ray crystallography to determine the structures of key biological molecules.
She solved the structures of penicillin, vitamin B12 and insulin, transforming medicine and
enabling new treatments, particularly for diabetes. Despite chronic rheumatoid arthritis,
she continued to lead major scientific breakthroughs and became the only British woman
to win the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

Rachel Carson (1907-1964) was an American biologist and author whose book Silent
Spring exposed the environmental damage caused by synthetic pesticides. Her work led
to major policy changes, including restrictions on DDT, and helped launch the modern
environmental movement. Trained in marine biology, she combined science and writing
to bring ecological issues to global attention and influenced the creation of the US
Environmental Protection Agency.

Lynn Margulis (1938-2011) was an American biologist who transformed evolutionary
theory with her endosymbiosis model. She proposed that complex cells evolved through
symbiotic partnerships, such as mitochondria originating as independent organisms. Her
ideas, initially widely rejected, are now fundamental to biology. She entered university at
15, earned her PhD in 1965, and later received major recognition including the US National
Medal of Science.

As well has highlighting their discoveries, Dr. Goodall was clear how these very special
people had to work extra hard to gain recognition, because they were women.

Understandably he had a particularly appreciative audience.

If you are interested to know more about BLPC membership and the upcoming programme,
please contact: The Admin Secretary - reverendjane@hotmail.co.uk / 07754 296994
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HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT WILDLIFE TRUST

The cuckoo is back

The call of the cuckoo ‘cuck-o00, cuck-00’ is one of the most evocative sounds of spring,
carrying over open countryside, reedbeds and edges of woodland. Males are the first to
return and they waste no time announcing their presence loudly as they establish territories
and attract females.

The cuckoo (Cuculus canorus) has a grey head, barred
underparts and bright yellow eye-ring. Sleek and
falcon-like, it has pointed wings that droop slightly when
perched and a long, graduated tail. It gives an uncanny
resemblance to a sparrowhawk in flight and the two
are often confused - look at the tail to help distinguish
between them.

The cuckoo has an extraordinary breeding behaviour.
Rather than building a nest, cuckoos are brood
parasites, laying their eggs in the nests of other birds
such as reed warblers, meadow pipits and dunnocks.
The female waits patiently for her moment, often when
the host is away, before swiftly laying a single egg.
Remarkably, these eggs often closely resemble those
of their host species.

! Once hatched, the young cuckoo wastes no time.
smg a remarkable instinct, it pushes any other eggs or chicks out of the nest, ensuring
it receives all the food brought by its unsuspecting foster parents. Its loud begging call
mimics a whole brood of chicks, prompting the adults to work tirelessly, even as the young
cuckoo grows far larger than them.

Cuckoos are also valuable insect hunters, feeding largely on invertebrates, with hairy
caterpillars a particular favourite - prey avoided by many other birds.

Cuckoos are long-distance travellers, spending the winter in sub-Saharan Africa before
returning to the UK in spring. Their stay is short-lived: many adult cuckoos begin their
return journey south as early as late June, with young birds following weeks later on an
instinctive migration to Africa.

Sadly, the cuckoo’s call is no longer as widespread as it once was. Declines in UK
populations are linked to habitat loss, pressures on their host species and challenges
along migration routes.

Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust works to drive nature’s recovery by restoring and
protecting vital habitats, from reedbeds and wetlands to woodlands and grazing marshes,
supporting cuckoos and the species they depend on. By restoring these habitats at scale
and creating richer, more connected landscapes, the Trust is helping ensure that this
much-loved sound of spring continues to echo across our countryside for years to come.

Find out more about how to support the Trust by joining as a member on the Trust website:
hiwwt.org.uk/support-us

Helen Skelton-Smith Communications Officer — PR & Media
Photograph Credit — Jon Hawkins — Surrey Hills Photography
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~9WESTPORT GREY

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 01256 636511

Extensions | Loft Conversions | Renovations | New Builds

-

The Complete

s j
Registered Waste Carrier erv' ce

07721015248 M Residential & commercia

aaronsgs1951@gmail.com o """”‘“d
M Scrubiclearancei&h itﬁmﬁﬁ‘@
W Stumpsiremoved

Lee Quinlan ;:gmgmm ot sty |

We guarantee we can help. Call for professional, friendly advi

Aarons

Garden Services

* Tree/Hedge Care * Fencing Repaired
* Grass Cutting * Strimming ¢ Patios Pressure Cleaned
All Garden Rubbish Cleared * Free Estimates

RRBORICU'LTUR!\L
SPECIALISTS
L

Bathroom & Kitchen Fitter
“You buy it and I'll fit it”

All associated work undertaken:
Plumbing, Tiling, Plastering, Flooring,
Woodwork & Electrical.
tel: 01256 811830
email: enquiry@leequinlan.co.uk
web: leequinlan.co.uk

Teams all over Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex & the South:

01256 763 162

Visit our website for images, video footage, o
client lists and more: |

www.cedardale.co.uk

Checkatrade.com
Whare reputation matters
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| OAKLEY DFEN o - Som MONDAY - FRIDAY -
ARP > RE | CLOSED WED| y 7
: T E : BAS'"GSTOKE

CARPETS, VINYL, WOOD, LAMINATE, BEDS, DINING SETS,
LOUNGE FURNITURE, BEDROOM FURNITURE, STUDY

Containers are
located at the
entrance to

ou want it FAST call

If you want FUHNI‘I‘UHE and H
in‘and see it, feel it and take away today or use
our FREE local deliverv service

CAHPET EDGING SERVICE CAHRIED Dl.IT N OUR BTDRE

ORDER RUGS ANY SIZE TO SUIT YOUR ROOM
www,oakley-furnishing co.uk

Annual Boiler Service
Installation and Repairs

07717741999 01256 782202
Nick@njpheating.com

°
NJP Heating Services

REGISTER
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PROBUS CLUB CRUISE THE BASINGSTOKE CANAL

Arelaxing afternoon spent cruising the Basingstoke canal was enjoyed by
members and their spouses of the Probus Club of Basingstoke.

Organised by Probus member Chris Perkins MVO, a retired RAF officer,
he explained: "We boarded at Odiham and travelled a return journey to
Church Crookham with an on-board galley serving snacks and drinks and
commentary by 'Skipper' Tony Webb who pointed out places of interest

and wildlife en-route”

", They travelled on the boat ‘John Pinkerton’ which
' was named after the original contractor when the
“288 canal was opened in 1794 connecting Basingstoke
@ with the River Thames at Weybridge via the Wey
k= Navigation. Over the years there were tunnel
¢ 1 collapses, bankruptcies, falling demand and
* constant limited water supply which all conspired to
Bl ensure the canal was never a commercial success.

A planned connection from Basingstoke to meet the Kennet & Avon canal at Newbury
never came to fruition.

By 1950 the lack of maintenance meant the canal was derelict and it took fifteen years of
restoration until 1991 for the canal to be opened as a fully navigable waterway for 32 miles.

Today, the Basingstoke canal provides a superb facility for water activities, a haven for
wildlife (itis an SSSI) an amenity for recreation and well-being, and a heritage asset thanks
to the team of volunteer restorers of the Basingstoke Canal Society. Today, it is run by the
Basingstoke Canal Authority financed by Hampshire and Surrey County Councils and local
councils along its restored length.

More about the Probus Club of Basingstoke see: www.probusbasingstoke.club or email
their secretary: secretaryprobusbasingstoke@outlook.com or phone: 07814 937202.

OLD BASING WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

Our speaker for this month was David Standing, who gave a very interesting and informative
talk on cottage gardens. It was very well received by members, and if the enthusiastic
purchasing of his plants was anything to go by, we will be seeing some beautiful gardens
around the village. Our next meeting is our summer party. We will be sharing a ploughman’s
supper and looking forward to enjoying time together. Look out for us in the Old Basing
Carnival, later in the month. We will be taking part in the procession and have our usual
stall, with all our lovely cakes. We look forward to seeing you there.

As part of our commitment to give back to the community, several of our ladies spent an
enjoyable afternoon visiting the residents of one of our local care homes. Much fun and
laughter was had by everyone, and we left with a promise to visit again soon.

We meet, every first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm, at the Parish Room, St Mary’s
church. Our next meeting is on the 7th July. All are welcome to our meetings, and
we were delighted to welcome four visitors to our last meeting. Guests are offered two
free meetings, so if you are interested, and want to come and see if you would like to
join our long running and thriving group, then please contact our President by email at:
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

31


http://www.probusbasingstoke.club
mailto:secretaryprobusbasingstoke@outlook.com

C DIARY DATES FOR JULY 2026 )

For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 18/19

July
Thu2  11.00am — 4.00pm Basing House. Copper Butterfly Wreath Workshop
7.30pm RBL Branch meeting, at Old Basing RBL Jack Morris Hall.
Members and their guests are welcome.
Fri 3 2.00pm — 4.30pm Village Vibes Cafe at the Rec. Also on 10th, 17th and 31st.

2.00pm — 4.00pm The Welcome Tea Room at St. Mary's Parish Room.
Sat4 10.00am — 1.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at Noticeboard.
Sat4 6.00pm — 10.00pm Basing House Silent Disco. See page 13 for more detail.

7.00pm RBL Monthly Quiz Night. See Extra for details.

Sun 5 3.00pm Basingstoke Concert Band. Jazz on a Summer’s Afternoon.

Mon 6 2.00pm NWR Meeting. See page 24 for details.

Tue 7 7.30pm Parish Council meeting at the Recreation Ground.
7.30pm Old Basing WI meeting in the Parish Room, St. Mary's.
7.45pm BDRS meeting. Gosling's Galavants. Wote St. Club.

Thu 9 7.00pm — 10.00pm Basing House. The Rock choir in the Knot Garden.
Fri 10 6.00pm Deadline for August Basinga copy to Editor. See p3 for details.
Sun 12 11.00am — 4.00pm Basing House. Upcycled Jewellery. See page 13.

Wed 15 11.00am — 4.00pm Basing House. Screen Printing Journal Workshop.
Fri 17 2.00pm — 4.00pm The Welcome Tea Room at St. Mary's Parish Room.

Wed 22  7.45pm BDRS meeting. Keeping Track presented by Colin Brading.
Thu23  2.00pm —4.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at Noticeboard.

Fri 24 7.00pm RBL Meat raffle. See basinga Extra for details.

August

Tue 11 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting at the Recreation Ground.

C BASINGA EXTRA )

Have you ever tried looking at the online version of the Basinga? Basinga Extra is found
at www.basinga.org.uk and has all you find in the printed version but even more local
information and articles. You can find old editions of the Basinga going all the way back
to 2018! The following articles, that we unfortunately couldn't find room for in this printed
version of Basinga, can be found there.

Sandham Memorial Chapel Love Basingstoke Stepping Stones Donation
Crime Prevention Update Rotary Club Report RBL Social Club
Chineham Shopping Centre Nature Day Basingstoke Ladies PROBUS Club
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TRILBYS
OLD BASING

BOOKINGS AVAILABLE ON
www.trilbysbarbershop.nearcut.com
01256 357333

GENTS AND LADIES HAIRDRESSERS
CASH & CONTACTLESS ACCEPTED

FREE PARKING
44 BELLE VUE ROAD, OLD BASING, RG24 71U

LKM

07776 303791
0800 246 1223

The Boiler & Bathroom ‘
Replacement Specialists

o™ NEIL INKLEY V8

SPECIALIST IN FENCING, TURFING,
PATIOS ALSO GENERAL GARDEN WORK
including Lawns, Hedges, Clearance,
and Pressure Cleaning

Local References Free Estimates

01256 882108 or 07768 105488

mﬁ OUTSTANDING
- N VETERINARY CARE
The Barn ON YOUR DOORSTEP!
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Paynes Meadow, Lychpit, sy it
Basingstoke, RG24 8AD bg,:._:,?y RCES cii 'M

01256 329 522 2024
- ' o
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83 0 Safe

Syencer & ‘Peyton Ltcf

Our family s r
family for ﬁ‘;uar\

3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons

380 Wumng Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256761717

Trading Standards approved

24 Hours

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk

www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

e
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ONSITE
' 01256 355556

wwew theflowergirflorist.couk
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@ BASINGA

EDITOR: Lyn Caswell, 1 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07909 962141
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 07723 022707
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187

ADVERTISING MANAGER: advertising@basinga.org.uk

ADVERTISING ASSISTANT: Alan Renwick, 3 Almond Close, Old Basing 01256 326155
DISTRIBUTION:

Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 07790 279954
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07816 659189

® OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: Kate Hope 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

@ CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)

ASSISTANT CURATE: Rev'd Helen Holley 07541 698235
email: curate@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary's Church, Old Basing
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist

OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am — Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and
Friday, 8.45am — Morning Prayer

Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd Claire Simpson 01256 323103

email: revclaire72@btinternet.com
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr. John Lee 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke

SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm
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]\\r For straightforward
¢ solutions and

Private Finance

a professional
smooth service,
GET IN TOUCH

Your local
mortgage broker

| am Jordan Willis, the JW of JW Private Finance; your local mortgage broker
living in Old Basing. | support clients throughout the UK with a strong focus
on Hampshire, Berkshire, Surrey & Greater London. Together with an excellent
team, | help people find the best solutions for their borrowing.

The business is built upon referrals and recommendations.

Buyjio Bridging — § HOW CAN WE HELP?

Lets Finance

Book a free consultation
with us today

Commercial @ Development W Telephone
Morlgages Finance 0203 879 1754

Direct line

07882 839273

Email
jordan@jwprivatefinance.co.uk

JW Private Finance Ltd.

Company registered in England and Wales, registration number 12608971
ICO reference — ZA758687




Crusade
GLE/IN’NG SER I/IGES

Based in Old Basing, our services

include:

Domestic and commercial
Window cleaning
Conservatory roof cleaning
Gutter and down pipe clearance
Soffit, facias and gutter cleaning

Pressure washing
Contact us for a free quotation

01256 766899

www.crusadecleaning.co.uk




