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C JANUARY COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS )

This month's cover photograph is of a group of hungry Goldfinches on a bird feeder, by
Terry MacAnish.

I would like to wish all our readers a Very Happy New Year, and what a way for the
Basinga to start 2024 with the news below!

( NATIONAL PARISH MAGAZINE AWARDS 2023 )

The National Parish Magazine Awards is a ‘free to enter’ award scheme for editors and
their fellow volunteers all over the country who devote an enormous amount of time and
effort free of charge to producing parish magazines that service their communities every
month of the year.

It is the aim of the scheme to give magazine editors recognition for the service they
provide, which so often goes un-rewarded, and perhaps give an incentive to those who
are considering joining their ranks in future.

The results of the 2023 National Parish Magazine Awards have recently been finalised.
The awards have been divided up into five categories:

BEST DESIGN — Focuses on any artwork within the magazine, page layout and use of
graphics.
BEST CONTENT — The variety of articles, use of photos and general information included.
BEST EDITOR - Order of content, variety, accuracy and interest value.
BEST PRINT — Quality of printing and finishing of the magazine.
BEST OVERALL MAGAZINE — A general overview of all the above categories.
Certificates are presented to each category winner.
For the year 2023, out of nearly 450 entries, the Basinga, | am very pleased to announce,
achieved fourth place over-all in the A5 Magazine Category and WINNER of the Best
Editor Category.
THE COMPLETE LIST OF RESULTS IN THE A5 MAGAZINE CATEGORY

1ST PLACE AND BEST OVERALL MAGAZINE AWARD

The Parish Magazine of Wargrave with Knowl Hill (Berkshire)
2ND PLACE AND BEST DESIGN AWARD

Yealmpton Press (Devon)
3RD PLACE AND BEST PRINT AWARD

News & Views, Caythorpe & Surrounding Villages (Lincolnshire)
4TH PLACE AND BEST EDITOR AWARD

Basinga, Old Basing and Lychpit (Hampshire)
5TH PLACE AND BEST CONTENT AWARD

Parish News, Sampford Peverell & Uplowman (Devon)

Of course, none of this would have been possible without the wonderful articles and photos
our contributors send us on a regular, or occasional, basis. We thank you all, and do hope
you will continue to provide us with interesting, local stories and images.

Colin Follett and Lyn Caswell (Co-Editors)




C CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA D

We welcome both regular and occasional items for the Basinga. The very last date for
copy to the Editor for the February edition is 6pm on Wedneday, 10th January. Please
use the forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles
and letters to us (see box on page 15 for further instructions).

All advertising enquiries — classified, free adverts or inserts (flyers) can also be made via
the website. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum
and articles are only published at the Editor's discretion.

C PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA )

If any reader would like to offer a photograph of the village environment we would be
happy to receive them, either for immediate use or to build up a portfolio of ‘village views'.
We now have a web form that you can use to send a photograph for the website archive
and possible use in the magazine, go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a
photo is too 'large’, they can be emailed directly to the Editor at editor@basinga.org.uk
This feature should NOT be used for Free Ads or article photos, which can be attached to

their own forms. We welcome club and society logos, with the option to use them within
articles. Please send graphics to editor@basinga.org.uk

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S PANTOMIME - DICK WHITTINGTON

The Friends of St Mary’s pantomime, Dick Whittington, returned in December, after
its Covid mothballing! The script was written by Rowena Hackett, Rosemary Kershaw and
Tim Shaw. This is the story:

Wandering Minstrel (Steve Donnelly) welcomes us and then Narrator (Joan Cole) tells
the tale. Appropriate music, from cries of Old London to sea shanties, from Music Director
(Stuart Hicken) and the Basing Singers accompany the events. Dick Whittington (Kerry-
Ann Chamberlain) leaves Old Basing for London where his opposition to the crooked Lord
Mayor (Alan Turton) impresses Fitzwarren (Nick Harris), a wealthy merchant and his wife
(Kate O’Neill), and he joins his household.

Fitzwarren’s business, the Crispy Crust Café is run by Mme Cholet (lan May-Miller) and
Sous Chef Susie (Kate Medhurst) and impeded by Idle Jack (Ali Smee). The Mayor’s
officials Dot It (Katie Heydon) and Cross It (Fiona Wright) threaten the café with closure
and Dick befriends Tabby (Susan Webb), leader of some delightful street cats (Charlie
O’Neill, Jess Croxon and Lottie Jarrett). He soon falls in love with Fitzwarren’s daughter,
Alice (Harriet Brannam), but King Rat (Tim Shaw), the corrupt Mayor’s henchman, frames
Dick, who is exiled.

After many adventures at sea, and an encounter with desperate pirates, captained by
Steve Donnelly in another hat, Dick is wrecked on the Isle of Wight, suffering at that time
from a plague of rats (mischievously played by Evelyn Hilton, Scarlett Hanvey Meyer,
Poppy Ramsden, Millie Rudman and Ellie Taylor under evil King Rat). Dick and Tabby
eliminate those rats and, rewarded with riches, return to London where King Rat’s lies are
exposed, the Mayor is thrown out and Dick becomes Lord Mayor and marries Alice.



| Threads of India
Design inspii’atian from the V&A archives
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Basingstoke showroom - The Walled Garden, Herriard Park,
Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG25 2PL

01256 637 240 | www.sofasandstuff.com/toi
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Boiler Installations THE COMPLETE DOMESTIC SERVICE

. ) CONTACT BASINGSTOKE
Servicing and Repairs 01256 325575 ANYTIME

. ARE YOU A WORKING WIFE?
Unvented/Vented Cylinders AND TRED OF COPING WITH THE HOUSEWORK?

- WE PROVIDE
Power Flushin g REGULAR/HOUSE MOVE/END OF TENANCY CLEANS

of Heating Systems IRONING, OVENS AND CARPET CLEANING
OVER 25 YEARS IN BASINGSTOKE

Free Estimates
No Call Out Charge
Landlord Certificates
Fully Insured

01256819521 Bill Martin 07990514472

www.oldbasingboilerservices.com
Keeping you Gas Safe

RING US TODAY FOR A FREE BROCHURE
01256 325575

CHEQUERS

Independent Estate Agents :‘;‘:t' 5
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One step ahead...

Successfully selling property ‘
in the Old Basing/Lychpit area

for over 30 years!

For your free valuation call us on 01256 810018
chequers

agents.co.uk

wwther agen on a sobe agency and,for sole selling rights basis, the terms of those instrc st be considered to avedd a possible liability to pay two cammissions




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Councillors and staff hope you had a wonderful Christmas and wish all readers a
Happy and prosperous New Year.

Below is a schedule of Parish Council meetings for 2024.

Meetings take place on Tuesday evenings starting at 7.30pm at The Pavilion, The
Recreation Ground, Old Basing, and are open to the public with time allocated for
any member of the public present to address the meeting. If you wish to attend but have
difficulty with stairs, please let us know (preferably no later than 11am on the day) to
ensure the meeting takes place in a ground-floor room. Agendas are published in advance
on the Parish Council website and notice boards. Meetings may be cancelled if there are
no items for discussion.

FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
9th January, 6th February, 5th March, 2nd April, 7th May (Annual Parish Council Meeting),
4th June, 2nd July, 6th August, 3rd September, 1st October, 5th November, 3rd December.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
16th January, 20th February, 26th March, 23rd April, 21st May, 18th June, 23rd July, 20th
August, 24th September, 22nd October, 19th November, 17th December.

FACILITIES MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
23rd January, 19th March, 14th May, 9th July, 10th September, 12th November.

FINANCE AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE
20th February, 16th July, 15th October.

The Annual Parish Council Meeting on 7th May is when the Parish Council elects a
Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the year ahead, Committee members determined and
Policies and Procedures are reviewed.

The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 28th May. This is a public meeting which
usually includes a speaker and light refreshments. Details of the speaker and venue will
be published nearer the date.

Parish Clerk: Mrs Sandra Tuck

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope

Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, The Street,
Old Basing, RG24 7DA

Telephone: 01256 462847

Office Hours: Monday to Thursday, 10am to noon
Mobile: 07507 514498 (emergencies only)

Email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk

Website: www.oldbasing.gov.uk




JCB & PLANT HIRE

All Ground Work Undertaken
Fencing & Tree Work

Tel: 01256 324588
Mobile: 07703 458372

Groundworks | Footings | Driveways | Landscaping

B . COOPER
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS
Repairs and servicing to most makes and models of
Washing Machines , Tumble Dryers ,
Dist hers , Cool

Microwaves , Fridges , Freezers ,
And Vacuum Cleaners .
Set Labour Charges , No VAT
Tel. 01256 466851 or mobile 07831 684375

.\ MIKE'S
L))  GARDEN
=7~ SERVICES

Tel: 01256 325015

mnm.chapman@talktalk.net
www.gardenerbasingstoke.com

AFFORDABLE CARE & SUPPORT
FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN NEEDS
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INTERIOR EXTERIOR

pa'mter'hs Pride

]

EXPERIENCED HOUSEHOLD
PAINTER & DECORATOR

NO JOB TOO SMALL
TEL:01256 355356 or 07876 495657




Hawkwood
Marketing
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Want to find more customers?

What are you waiting for? To advertise here contact
Lets chat! advertising@basinga.org.uk

4 lou@hawkwoodmarketing.co.uk
&, 07879 637899

www.hawkwoodmarketing.co.uk

Ll e e
= FRAMING | ART | GIFTS | HOMEWARE

== GALLERY & FRAMING

The Frame Gallery is in the centre of Odiham's High Street, where you can take
advantage of the free parking and pop in for a no-obligation framing quote, from our
experienced team. We stock a full range of 'made to measure’ and ‘ready made’ frames
plus you can enjoy the regularly changing original and limited print artwork and gifts.

Speak with Gallery Owner Katie Bleathman (N)01256 701082 @h(.'lI[J@i.l’u&‘l’rn|nt-:-gﬁllt.'l'y_tttj_uk

N 81 | High St | Odiham | Hants | RG29 1LB  Tues to Sat 9.30am - 5pm  Stay Connected & @




CHANGES TO BIN COLLECTIONS OVER THE FESTIVE PERIOD

Residents across Basingstoke and Deane and Hart are being reminded that there will be
changes to bin collection days over the festive period. Waste and recycling collection days
will change for three weeks with no collections taking place on Christmas Day, Boxing Day
and New Year’s Day. Unless adverse weather affects bin rounds, collections will return to
normal from Monday, 15th January. The crews will take extra rubbish sacks on the first
collection after Christmas only and as usual they will pick up extra recycling too.

NORMAL COLLECTION DATE FESTIVE COLLECTION DATE
Monday, 25th December Wednesday, 27th December
Tuesday, 26th December Thursday, 28th December
Wednesday, 27th December Friday, 29th December
Thursday 28 December Saturday, 30th December
Friday, 29th December Tuesday, 2nd January
Monday, 1st January Wednesday, 3rd January
Tuesday, 2nd January Thursday, 4th January
Wednesday, 3rdJanuary Friday, 5th January
Thursday, 4th January Saturday, 6th January
Friday, 5th January Monday, 8th January
Monday, 8th January Tuesday, 9th January
Tuesday, 9th January Wednesday, 10th January
Wednesday 10th January Thursday, 11th January
Thursday, 11th January Friday, 12th January

Friday, 12th January Saturday, 13th January

There is no limit on the amount residents can recycle and any extra recycling that cannot
fit in the recycling bin can be put into clear sacks next to it for collection. In dry weather,
residents can leave large, flattened, cardboard boxes (maximum 1m x 1m) next to their
recycling bin but the polystyrene and plastic packaging must be removed.

There are lots of other items that can be recycled during the festive season and all year-
round including paper, cardboard and magazines, food tins including biscuit and sweet
tins, drinks cans, aerosols and plastic bottles. Brown wrapping paper with any ribbons
removed can be recycled. All other Christmas wrapping paper cannot and needs to go
into the waste bin. Christmas cards can be recycled but only if they do not contain glitter,
ribbons or bows. Garden waste collections will take a two-week break as usual, stopping
after Friday, 22nd December, and restarting from Monday, 8th January in Basingstoke and
the following week in Hart. Unlike waste and recycling there are no changes to residents’
collection days. Garden waste customers can leave their real Christmas trees out for
collection in the new year, although trees over six feet tall should be cut in half and all
decorations removed. Residents across both Basingstoke and Deane and Hart can also
take their real Christmas trees to collection points in their areas.

There is more information on festive bin collections on the councils’ websites at www.
basingstoke.gov.uk/festive-bin-collections-2023 or www.hart.gov.uk/waste-recycling

10



ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

Kieder Teal from the Albany %
Shangri-La Wallpaper Collection {8

ZX520BSB

Bréwers

* DECORATOR CENTRES K.,

When you spend
£100 or more
5019646988929

Fﬂsﬂmn I
'h\raplu

- Vinyl Matt

ZX510BSB

5019646988912

138 Basingstoke Trade Park | 1 Whitney Road

Worting Road, Basingstoke | Daneshill Estate, Basingstoke
RG218BJ 01256 467373 RG24 8BNS 01256 464745
basmgstoke@brewers co.uk basmgstoke east@brewers.co.uk

Valid until 31st December 2023 at Brewers Basingstoke only.
Terms and Conditions apply, ask in store for details

When you spend
£50 or more




HORIZON

SOUND & VISION

Family Run Business Est 1988
e Aerial, Satellite & Sky Q

Industrialware
Carpentry & Joinery

BESPOKE FITTED & FREESTANDING FURNITURE

Freeview, Freesat r~;<m.r
. \\_Ir_f‘l.lm.&'f.' / TRADITIONAL JOINERY = DAK FRAMING + DECKINGS *
* Rermop sorrol brogramming i..;-*"v‘»'l'.‘f-;.,-':.”i GENERAL 24D i
Weak/No Signal Repairs .~
® TV Wall Installati £
H.-'dde?l ngﬁnga on CONTAGT
* INDUSTRIALWARE. WLC@GMAIL.COM - 07770989962 -

e Additional TV Points

*Wi-Fi Signal Improvement and Network Cabling WAT E R s 0 F T E N E R s

¢ CCTV Installations Proud membersof — AMS LTD
Including Ring doorbell Checkatrade.com ;
Where reputation maters Water softener repairs (all makes)
e Starlink Installation No call-out charge
Superfast Internet for Rural Areas Can fully recondition with a guarantee

New softeners supplied and installed
10 years guarantee
01256 841860
Essex Road Basingstoke E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk

www.horizonsoundandvision.co.uk Tel: 01256 768171 « Mob: 07836 247694

info@horizonsoundandvision.co.uk

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.
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OLD BASING WI

\ Old Basing WI has been very busy leading up to

[hEWI Hampshlr Christmas. Fifteen members visited the Houses
INSPIRING WOMEN of Parliament at the invitation of our MP. We had
a very informative tour of the building and an

explanation of the traditions and the history behind it and we got to see the famous painting
of the Siege of Basing House. Some members stayed to see David Cameron give his
maiden speech in the House of Lords whilst others listened to a debate in the Commons.

Our next big event was at the two-day Basing House Christmas Fayre. | would like to
thank all our members who crafted, baked, donated and helped on the day. Without you it
would not have been such a success. We actually sold out of cakes on the Saturday and
some of our ladies spent Saturday evening baking even more to sell on the Sunday! We
met up later in December for our annual Christmas lunch at Avenue Nurseries and also
took part in the Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s Church.

Our January meeting takes place on Tuesday, 2nd, January, at 7.30pm at the St Mary's
Parish Room when we will be debating the NFWI proposed resolutions for 2024. There
will be no competition or raffle this evening. Later in the month we will be having an evening
meal at Bartons Mill and in March we will be celebrating our 105th Birthday.

All are welcome. If you would like to join our long-running and thriving group, come along
or contact our President, Sue Stewart, email oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

THE IVY CLUB

We saw 2023 out with a bang, celebrating our Christmas Party, with food, wine and
entertainment. We had a fantastic raffle and our thanks go to Olivers Fish and Chips,
M&S, All Aspects Letting Agency, The Co-Op, Martins VW Garage and not forgetting Tesco
for their support. We are closed until Wednesay, 3rd January, when we welcome our
members back with an afternoon of bingo. We have exciting ideas and events for next
year, why not join us? We meet every Wednesday at the RBL Hall from 1.30 to 4pm, cost
£2. There are refreshments and raffle, the only thing we ask is you bring your own mug.

Sue Wilson (Chairman)

CHRISTMAS AT THE COURTYARD, LYCHPIT

On Thursday, 7th December, a wet and windy evening, we hosted our first Christmas at
the Courtyard, Lychpit. We were treated to a superb programme of Christmas carols
from the school orchestra at St Mary’s Junior School who were accompanied at times by
the parents band. Basingstoke Male Voice Choir sang some festive songs and Christmas
carols to end the evening. Plenty of mulled wine, kindly donated by councillor Elaine Still,
and hot chocolate was served, we even had a visit from Father Christmas who gave out
chocolates and sweets. Delicious mince pies were served by a local outlet. There was a
raffle and tombola to try everyone’s luck. Thanks to all who supported the event and the
volunteers who made it possible for us to put on this free community event. Please join us
next year for a grander affair on Sunday, 1st December, 2024.

Friends of Lychpit Hall, Lychpit Community Residents Association (LCRA)
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LOOKING FOR FINANCIAL ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST?

2 T o
| L =

SUPPORTING YOUR FINANCIAL LIFE

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

Cashflow Retirement Inheritance
Modelling Management Planning Tax Planning

Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green,
Hartley Wintney, Hampshire, RG27 8PS

Q 01276 34932 [ ] www.s4financial.co.uk

E-mail: steven.vallery@s4financial.co.uk

Q@rfl L) | /gm ;3 Free car park
’r?\ {"‘ /(T / Emergency appointments
é \Ya /s S\F; ' / /] Home visits

OO # Allaspectsof Z- 7 1 g Free advice on rehabilitation

q,arden work e ;_\\:*-;-:": 3 :-_’- i L?EJISE. §iANDER(S Free advice on exercises

Free ergonomics advice
GARDENING  uvdertaken’

SERVICES =30
Tel: 01256 974863 / 07788 413746

DO YOU SUFFER FROM.......
Email: dkagardening@gmail.com
Back Pain, Sciatica,
Headaches,

Sports Injuries,
Shoulder Problems
Neck Pain, Joint Pain,
Elbow & Wrist Problems,
Muscular Strains

To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

Health Centre,




( CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS )

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA ACAF{""

10 WEEK"COURSES

For Contract, Classified and Leaflet Distribution WINE'& PAINT EVENINGS

Contact advertising@basinga.org.uk WEEKEND WORKSHOPS

INFO@AZUREARTACADEMY.CO.UK
N WWW.AZUREARTACADEMY.CO.U

( ADVERTISERS NEWS )

Welcome to The Frame Gallery on page 9, Hackwood Marketing on page 9 and Industrialware
Carpentry & Joinery on page 12.

We ask for submissions to the magazine and website to be made via www.basinga.org .uk using the
web forms:

Selection for Articles/Letters and Diary Dates will be found on the “Submissions” drop down and
for Free Ads and Concession/Poster Ads on the “Advertise with us” drop down. Paid advertising
enquiries can also be made from the same dropdown menu.

Submissions made via the forms now provide a common input for both the magazine and website
and are automatically routed to the member of the team responsible for processing them. All
submissions must be received by the 10th of the month (6th in December) previous to the magazine
issue month.

If you have trouble finding the forms, you can of course contact us and we will advise.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements for
publishing photographs.

Contacts for general enquiries and assistance:

Paid Advertising - advertising@basinga.org .uk

Magazine and Website - editor@basinga.org .uk

All Advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors made

by the advertisers; nor endorses the products or services advertised. The views and opinions
expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals and authors concerned and

not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS
FOR A SUSTAINABLE AND
DIGITAL WORLD

Greenhouse Graphics, the home of sustainable
print and graphics since 1993 and widely
recognised as a leading sustainable print centre in
the UK, pioneering green innovations including our
unigue carbon calculator.

If you are looking to improve your sustainability
and reduce your print carbon footprint please visit
our website or call the team on 01256 880770.

-

: -
(
01256880770

wwa.greenhousegraphics.co.uk info@greenhousegraphics.co.uk

> @ greenhouse

Design | Frint | Signage | Ditplsy

@




( FREE ADS - BUY AND SELL )

Note: All ads are processed in received date order. Ads not included this month will
be entered in the next issue, space permitting. If you do not want your ad to appear
later, contact the Advertising Manager (see page 42 for contact details). Ads also
appear on the website: www.basinga.org.uk (with photographs if available).

CYCLE HELMET £10 01256333782
Halfords “commuter” cycle helmet. Brand new, unused and in the box but the box is a little

tatty. Size medium which is an adjustable 54 to 58cms

C CONCESSION ADVERTS )

PLOUGHMAN'’S LUNCH
The Ploughman's Lunch, in the Parish Room, St Mary's Church, is on Thursday, 18th
January, at 12.25pm. Book in advance (Tel. 07946 596778) as numbers are limited.

HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL MARINES AT THE ANVIL
Basingstoke Deane Rotary present His Majesty’s Royal Marines at The Anvil on
Sunday, 4th February, at 3pm. The majestic full concert Band of His Majesty’s Royal
Marines, the Corps of Drums and everyone’s favourites, our very special guests, The
Chelsea Pensioners, will again make this a fantastic event. So much more than just a
military band! Tickets on sale from Anvil Box Office.

MENCAP CHARITY DINNER AND QUIZ NIGHT
Fundraising-event to make a difference to the lives of people with a learning disability
takes place at The Restaurant, Basingstoke College of Technology, Basingstoke
RG21 8TN, Thursday, 1st February, at 7pm (doors open from 6pm).

A fun-filled evening, delicious food and brain-teasing questions. Welcome drink on arrival.
Price £28.50 per person for a two-course dinner. Up to six in a quiz team. Guest speakers,
a bar, raffle and a prize. For more information and tickets visit www.CharityDinnerQuiz-
01Feb24.eventbrite.co.uk

C BASINGA ADVERTISERS D

The Basinga magazine is distributed free of charge to over three thousand households and
premises in the Old Basing and Lychpit area, and a growing number of web 'browsers'.

The magazine is produced and distributed by teams of volunteers. While our printing costs
are covered by paid adverts from local businesses, without the income from adverts we
would not be able to function and our readership's support for our advertisers is crucial in
maintaining this magazine.

When you are looking for a plumber, electrician, roofer, builder or anyone/anything else,
please look in the Basinga first. Our advertisers are well-established and most of them
have been with us for a long time, reliable and would welcome your custom.

Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or by
page; from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS' then 'OUR CONTRACT ADS'.
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J Coa@k Landscapes
A

DESIGN & BUILD, PLANTING, DECKING, FENCING
TURFING, PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS & MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED & CRB CHECKED
CONTACT JONATHAN FOR A FREE QUOTATION
01256 412723 - 0771 7214521
E: info@jcooklandscapes.co.uk
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk

P.C PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICE

All aspects of home
and properfy maintenance

« Carpentry * Painting
ée P;udmbl I. Arfex/Celling

I’s - ng - F“h’g
* General Maintenance

25 Years Experience
Friendly Reliable Service

[ !
b
PM FACES
Hssf_'\r\gﬁg
0 Pueneina &

07704 513000

Friendly, experienced and local for all your
Plumbing & Heating needs!
Bathrooms installations. Water softeners. Boiler repairs/
replacements. Services. Gas safe landlords checks.
System cleanses. Outside taps. No job too small.

Plumbing Limited

191149
* Heating Systems « Boiler Replacements
* Cylinder Replacements + Un-vented Systems «
+ Radiators « Pumps, Motorized Valves » Showers «
* Thermostatic Radiator Valves « Water Softeners »
+ Bathroom, Ensuite + Cloakroom (complete installations) +
* Household Plumbing Repairs * Taps *

+ Ballvalves + Washers - efc. =

Tel: 01256 352419

Local Plumber
martinpeole@btinternet.com

GARDEN & LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

Panels(3'-6") o
Trellis

Concrete Post
Closeboard Panels

NaturalSandstone -
PavingSlabs .
Block Paving .

Reclaimed Sleepers *

Softwood Sleepers .

Oak Sleepers C
Decking

Rolawn Turf
Topsoil
Landscape Bark

Sharp Sand
Building Sand
Ballast
Scalpings

10mm Gravel
20mm Gravel
Decorative Stone

Delivery Service Available

01256762739

Mon-Fri
7.45 - 5pm
Sat9am - 5pm

Fencing
Fitting Service
Free Estimates

Reading Road, Hook ,Hants ,RG27 9DB

www.bmfencing.co.uk

enquires@bmfencing.co.uk




CITIZENS ADVICE BASINGSTOKE

MANAGING AFFAIRS FOR SOMEONE ELSE

: This is information for people who want to manage
Pl Basingstoke someone else’s affairs. It also has information if you
want someone else to manage your affairs for you

citizens

Managing someone else’s affairs can mean a number of things, including:
Looking after their bank accounts, savings, investments or other financial affairs
Buying and selling property on their behalf
Claiming and spending welfare benefits on their behalf
Deciding where they live
Making decisions about their day-to-day personal care or health care
You might want to manage someone else’s affairs because they:
Are ill or disabled, either temporarily or on a long-term basis
Are out of the country for a while

Are unable to make decisions for themselves, because of mental iliness or other
reasons

DIFFERENT WAYS OF MANAGING SOMEONE’S AFFAIRS

There are different ways of managing someone’s affairs. Choosing the right one will depend
mainly on the circumstances of the person whose affairs you want to manage, and whether
or not they have mental capacity

You can look after someone’s affairs in one of the following ways:
With a letter or a third-party mandate to deal with a bank, building society or
other financial account
As an agent or appointee to deal with someone’s welfare benefits or tax credits
With a power of attorney, (there are different types of power of attorney)
As a deputy appointed by the Court of Protection

For more information, please go to www.citizensadvice.org.uk

If you have an enquiry that you would like to discuss, please call the Citizens Advice
Basingstoke Advice Line on 0808 278 7829 or complete the online enquiry form on our
website: www.basingstokeandtadleycab.org.uk/citizens-advice-basingstoke

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Old Basing And Lychpit Good Neighbours are glad we have been of service to the
residents of Old Basing and Lychpit and we thank your service users for their most
generous donations, which in turn has enabled us to donate to various organisations in
the village. We look forward to being of service to you in 2024 and wish you a happy and
healthy new year. Don’t forget we are here to help, just phone 0333 044 0116.

Sue Wilson (Chairman)
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ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

Looking for a Letting Service from an
Agent who cares?

You’ll find us on The Street

all
LANDLORDS a Sp ects

LETTING
S ERVIGCES

20% Discount with this advert
0 1 2 5 6 470 4 1 69A The Street, Old Basing RG24 7BY
info@allaspectslettingservices.co.uk
Cl |entM ONEY g allaspectslettingservices.co.uk

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT * RELOCATION CONSULTANTS * INVENTORY SERVICES




VILLAGE CAFE

Happy New Year to all; let's hope 2024 brings good things for everyone.
A reminder of our opening dates for the next few months (we are opening monthly for
January and February, returning to weekly dates in March), Fridays 2 to 4pm.

* 12th January

* 2nd February

+ 1st March

+ 8th March

+ 15th March

* 22nd March

As you know, here at the Village Café, we like to raise funds for local projects and support
the community as much as we can. For the past few months, we have been raising money
for St Mary’s Junior School to enable them to repurpose one of their existing rooms and
refurbish this to provide a sensory room. This will be a safe space for children to use when
they are in crisis or feel heightened and we are extremely proud to be able to help. Thanks
to the fabulous support of our customers, we have been able to raise the required funding
and I'm sure that, once the space is completed, it will make a huge difference to many
children.

It is always incredibly fulfilling to all of us at the café that we are able to achieve our fund-
raising goals and make a difference which is down to all of you who come along and
continue to support us: a heartfelt thank you from us all.

We have been lucky to have a few new volunteers join our team recently and it's fabulous
to have these lovely ladies on board, I'm sure you will get to meet them on your visits to
see us. We are always grateful to any who wish to volunteer and join our team so please
do contact us if you have any spare time on a Friday afternoon or love to bake. you would
be very welcome.

We look forward to welcoming you all back to the café after our festive break and continuing
to support local projects. It's a real pleasure for all of our team to be able to make a
difference and help all sectors of the community.

Deborah Thorne

OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH

During January are Morning Worship as usual at 10.30am, all are welcome.
Services are followed by tea and coffee over a chat.
EVENTS FOR JANUARY

Wednesday, 10th (noon to 3pm) MHA lunch for members
Tuesday, 16th (noon to 3pm) Church belated-Christmas lunch
Tuesday, 23rd (11.30am to 1pm) Cameo' bring along your crafts to do and

share an interest.
A light sandwich lunch will be served.
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ST MARY’S CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

Thank you to everyone who joined us at St Mary’s “The Holly & The Ivy’ - Environmentally
Friendly Christmas Tree Festival and to all our amazing volunteers.

The Friday night sing-along was enjoyed by all with
a mix of classic Christmas tunes and funny tales
from our compeére Jo Jarrett-Kerr, accompanied
by Paul and Marilyn Wright. It was wonderful
to see and hear everyone contributing to the
joyous atmosphere of the event. The festive
fayre, complemented by the stunning array of
Christmas trees, created a weekend that will
linger in our memories. It was a blend of festive
delights and captivating displays that truly made
§ the event unforgettable.

We are pleased to say that ‘Holly and Ivy’ by St
Mary’s CE Junior School (see left) was voted most
ecofriendly tree by the Churchyard Conservation
Group. They had a real tree which is going to be
planted in the school woodland area. All their
decorations were made from recycled materials
and they had even used an old, ripped school
! jumper to make some of the decorations.

The visitors’ favourite tree was the stunning
‘Madame Le Houx Du Lierre’ by the Jarrett
Family (see right).

A special shoutout goes to the businesses that
generously supported our raffle this year: The
Crown, Olivers Fish and Chips, The Street
Bakeshop and The Hatch. Also thank you to
the school choirs from both Old Basing Infants
School and St Mary’s CE Junior School and the
Royal British Legion Corps of Drum who kept
us entertained. Your support made a significant
difference!

We look forward to welcoming you all at the
Flower Festival over the weekend of 21st and-
23rd June. Please save the date for this popular
event.

Julia Wright

22



ST MARY’S CHURCH

REGULAR SERVICES ’
Sunday 8am BCP Communion TPgris
: churg
9.30am Sung Eucharist L
Monday 8:45am Morning Prayer s
Wednesday 10am Holy Communion A One
Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer ' by
Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer Eco ¥ e

B3 mot®

All are welcome to join us — please just come along. If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday
service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s Facebook page. You can keep up-to-
date with services and events both via our Facebook page and by visiting our website
www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK AND PET FOODBANK

A huge thank you to everyone who is supporting the Foodbank at this time. A reminder
that we have a collection point outside the church, or please drop items off to the Co-op on
Linden Avenue or Tesco at Chineham. For a list of items that are in particular short supply
please visit www.basingstoke.foodbank.org.uk

We are also taking in donations of pet food/items on behalf of Helping Dogs & Cats
Rescue UK, based in Basingstoke. There is a separate box where donations can be left.

WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS AT ST MARY’S

Did you know that if you live in the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit, or have a strong link
to the parish (what we call a 'qualifying connection') you may be able to marry at St Mary’s.
Please do get in touch if you’'d like to explore the possibility of having your wedding at St
Mary’s. We also welcome all baptism enquiries.

PASTORAL SUPPORT

If you would like pastoral support please contact Rev'd Jo on 01256 363612, email
vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or contact Debbie, St Mary’s Administrator, telephone:
07541 698235 or email admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

HALL FOR HIRE

The Parish Room at St Mary’s Church, including the kitchen, is available for hire. There
is availability for both regular bookings and one-off bookings. All enquiries to Debbie (see
above).

WEEKLY BULLETIN

Every week we send out a bulletin, with information about what is happening at the church.
If you'd like to be added to our distribution list please contact Debbie (see above). We are
also able to hand deliver bulletins to those without internet access.
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CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP (PIOCC)

Happy New Year! We hope you enjoyed St Mary’s Christmas Tree
Festival (see page 22)last month and took the opportunity to visit the
Conservation Area and the seasonal trail.

‘& This month’s working parties will be on Saturday, 6th January,
< at 10am — meet by the PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the
Conservation Area. We will continue our seasonal conservation
work and woodland management. On Thursday, 18th January (the third Thursday of
the month), at 2pm we will meet by the shed as we plan to help Rev Jo tidy up some of
the wilder areas in the Vicarage garden, once again to encourage the wildflowers and help
the wildlife. Everyone is welcome. We look forward to seeing our regular volunteers and
also new participants.

Churchyard Conservation is a community project, not just for churchgoers, so please come
along. Just turn up in gardening clothes and bring gloves. The tools are provided. Our
Saturday morning sessions last about three hours (with a coffee break and chance to
relax in the warm). Perhaps your New Year resolution could be to join us; we’d love to to
see you.

The 2024 Big Garden Birdwatch is from Friday, 26th to Sunday 28th January. We will
be surveying the Churchyard’s Conservation Area on Saturday, 27th January (8.30 to
9.30am). All welcome to help us find as many birds as possible.

FLOWER ARRANGERS NEEDED FOR 2024

If you have a creative streak, or just love flowers, do consider joining St Mary’s Church
Flower Arrangers. We are a very friendly group of about 15 people and will welcome you.
No previous training is needed, but guidance will be given if requested.

. Church,
"‘\‘o‘\‘. 3 O"ln'&

o, S
e"‘yard (;0.159(\1'300

We each do about
sixX or seven
arrangements a
year and there are
| five arrangements
in the church at any
one time.

Our next rota will
be distributed
before Easter 2024
but we would love
to hear from you as
soon as possible.

If you're interested, please contact Debbie Filer (Church Administrator) — either email:
admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk or tel. 07541 698235.
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LEWIS

HEATING & PLUMBING

We are a [ocal reliable family business and strive to

Whid1?> provid fing customer service & work hij Pasita)
Tre rader Endorsed by Which Trusted traders.

BaTEM

Telephone: 01256 413716
Mobile: 07804 030889

To advertise here contact email: mark.lewis97@ntlworld.com
advertising@basinga.org.uk weh: lewisheatingandplumbing.co.uk

Piano Lessons
All ages and abilities

Beginners welcome

Qualified and experienced teacher
Philippa Ford 01256 470174

A. SEWELL

www.asewell.co.uks

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:

- Security & Emergency Lighting

- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation
- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution

- Multi-room Audio/Visual

- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems

- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

[=i6]A-Foardable
25 Domestics
e 01256 329893 WE REPAIR...

Py Washing Machines, Cookers, Dishwashers, Fridge Freezers,
r:;?::..“g: L'-| 0 l 2 5 i Ovens, Vacuum Cleaners & Tumble Dryers.

© €D L= » 0

Repairing Low Family Qualified Basingstoke
Since 1995 Pricing Run Engineers Based
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Call: 07891 465499 | Email: afdomestics@engineer.com
Web: www.afdomestics.com
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ST MARY'S CE SCHOOL

Happy New Year! As we all make our New Year’s resolutions and celebrate a new beginning
for learning and having fun for another year, St Mary’s CE Junior School welcomes you to
2024!

This term, the Year 6 pupils will continue to widen their knowledge through their topic ‘Let
Me Entertain You — How has entertainment changed across the years?’ As part of this topic
they will be studying the work of William Shakespeare.

The Year 3s are also working hard, learning about various authors and genres through
the topic ‘Enter the Classics’. They are looking forward to putting on play at the end of this
half term.

Year 4’s topic this term is based on a local Geography study and they will enjoy finding out
more about the physical and human geography of the local area.

Finally, the Year 5 children are enjoying learning more about Ancient Greece through their
topic ‘What did the Ancient Greeks ever do for us?’

Junior and senior choir are starting to learn lots of different songs now that all of the
Christmas concerts are over.

We are looking forward to lots of trips, sharing assemblies, sporting events and many more
fun things at school this term.

We wish everyone in Old Basing and Lychpit a happy and healthy New Year.
Leon, Abi, Scarlett and Aidan (Year 6, St Mary’s CE Junior School)

OLD BASING SCOUTS

Well, 2024 is here and the Old Basing Scouts are looking forward to a
r\Oﬂ year of brand new adventures. However, the new year is not all that Old
T Basing Scouts are welcoming.

Just before Christmas we held our first taster session for Squirrels.
Squirrels is a brand new section at Old Basing Scouts for 4 to 5 year olds that is opening for
the first time this year. The Squirrels can look forward to adventures in the future including
exploring the outdoors, becoming super chefs and playing lots of games. Everyone at Old
Basing Scouts is excited to welcome in our brand new Squirrels so that they can join in
the fun.

Our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts are also looking forward to some amazing opportunities
this year. The Beavers will be joining with other Beavers from across the district in a few
weeks to go around the world in 80 minutes to experience and learn about other cultures.
Our Cubs are looking forward to continuing to develop skills for life whilst having fun during
their Cub meetings. Finally, the Scouts will be busy preparing for lots of different camping
opportunities coming up in the next year.

We are always looking for new people to join in the fun!

If you're interested or want more information, then please contact us by email group@
oldbasingscouts.org.uk
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ARBORICULTURAL
SPECIALISTS

To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

'Fullimnﬂ&_eerliﬁuls&ﬂ Health & Safety focused
£10m Public Liability Insurance 30 years experience

We guarantee we can help. Call for professional, friendly advice..

Teams all over Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex & the South:

01256 763 162

Visit our website for images, video footage, y
client lists and more:

www.cedardale.co.uk

Checkatrade.com
Whare reputation matters

THINGS TO DO

& BASING
%@f@% HOUSE

RUINS AND GROUNDS * Visit the walled gard

fascinating histary in the museum

and learn about

i - Walk your dog, let the kids adventure
Enjoy our museum and garden, plus special events, ' e Yot d"l G l*l‘ e
ouldoors nd a picnic spot Lo

activity trails and more throughout the year! enjoy the views

With your ticket, yau can enjoy unlimited
visits to Basing House and return as many
times as you like for a whale year! See our
website for full details, admission prices
and apening times.

Basingstoke | Hamp

B?E] HAMPSHIRE E s Lane | Basing
CULTURAL o )
TRUST il - NGLAND enquiries@hampshirecultt

hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house
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LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

How did you see in the New Year? Did it involve
" . throwing old plates at friends’ doors? Well in Denmark,
' LlnguaTaSt|C the throwing of dishes symbolises friendship and the
sending of good luck! So maybe you wish you had

woken up to a large heap of broken crockery on your front doorstep?!

On the other hand, some say “you make your own luck”. Indeed, as it's a new year and
time to think about what changes we would like to make in our lives, maybe one of your
New Year’s resolutions will be to learn another language? Or improve on a language you
already know?

A study conducted by the European Commission a few years ago, found only 39% in the
UK — a quarter of whom are native speakers of other languages — can, in practice, have a
conversation in a foreign language. This compares to an EU average of 54%. There are
14% in the UK who can speak two languages other than their own, compared with 25%
across the EU. So, if you'd like to improve our “performance” in languages against other
European countries, whilst of course also socialising and improving your health (yes, there
is also research on the benefits to the brain of knowing/ learning another language), get
yourself registered with us! Linguatastic offers evening classes for adults in a variety
of languages, at a variety of levels from complete beginner to advanced conversational
practise.

If now doesn’t suit you, but you have a child you would like to offer the opportunity of
language learning to, then please do contact us about our sessions. We have groups for
children from as young as 18 months and as old as secondary school pupils about to sit
their GCSEs. For further information, please email info@linguatastic.com or telephone
01256 471474.

OLD BASING BOOK EXCHANGE'S LATEST FAN

They are perhaps one of the A% Y e
most iconic features of "= '
Britain, but with most people
having mobile phones, the
need for the classic red
telephone box has
- diminished. Many of these
| kiosks, such as the one on
Old Basing Recreation
Ground have been re-
purposed.

The Old Basing Book Exchange (see left) opened
in 2018. One of it's youngest users must be Lauren
(see right), aged just two and half. The book she
chose must make her one of Richard Osman’s
youngest fans!
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I\WE MATTHEWSON l',«:u“' A aArons

Garden Services

* Tree/Hedge Care * Fencing Repaired
* Grass Cutting * Strimming ¢ Patios Pressure Cleaned
All Garden Rubbish Cleared » Free Estimates

Registered Waste Carrier

07721015248
01256 851601
aaronsgs1951@gmail.com

Lee Quinlan

Bathroom & Kitchen Fitter
“You buy it and I'll fit it”
All associated work undertaken:
Plumbing, Tiling, Plastering, Flooring,
Woodwork & Electrical.
tel: 01256 811830
email: enquiry@leequinlan.co.uk

TEL: 01256 364753
WWW.GARAGEBASINGSTOKE.CO.UK

UNIT 1 PENSDELL FARM, FARLEIGH ROAD, CLIDDESDEN, BASINGSTOKE, HANTS, RG2S 2HA

CARER /COMPANION
available.

Self employed with 25 + years experience
Offering all aspects of care

Also: GENERAL HELP around your home/garden.
TRIPS OUT to shops/appointments.
IRONING & LAUNDRY service.

Call Callie: 07969 335672 web: leequinlan.co.uk
Weller Mackrill
S M DEC 0 RATO RS Chartered Certified Accountants
' ! and Tax Advisers
Interi()r & Exterior Accounts - Tax & VAT Returns - PAYE & CIS - IR35 advice

Company formations - Tax planning - Free initial consultation

Prompt & Efficient Service

Weller Mackrill, South Building, Upper Farm, Wootton St Lawrence,

Compea‘tive Prices Basingstoke. RG23 8PE
Fully Insured Company O e ring 01250 72089
over 25 Years Experience mu|'ffi_‘;\\clIurrnaf:il:r‘il;:f:‘:n.uk
james@wellermackrill.co.uk

Skim Plastering and

. o 3o Over 35 years experience in all
P aper h anging Sp ecialists oB types of domestic, commercial and
City & Guilds Qualified ERRY| ndutilfendng

FREE estimates and advice with
All Work Guaranteed FENCING no obligation and good quality
For Your workmanship are GUARANTEED

e A AR AR RARARARA
01256 811929 CALLUS 01256 358 940

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk




THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP

Happy New Year! Why not have a break from weekend chores for
(—f Mill Field‘, a couple of hours and, instead, try your hand at conservation

Conservation work at your local nature reserve, Mill Field, on Saturday, 20th
B B January? This month we will be fixing the paling fence and

“& Group &

15 clearing scrub by the top path.

No special skills are required, but volunteers are asked to bring
their own gardening type gloves and wear appropriate clothing and footwear. Tools will be
provided as well as refreshments. We will meet at the paling fence, next to the top path
opposite the entrance from Feld Way/Bartons Lane corner of the field at 10am and work
for about two hours.

The last work party of the year was held on Sunday, 3rd December. This session was,
as always very productive. It is always satisfying to see how much can be accomplished
in a couple of hours.

WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR THIS MONTH

If you are out walking the dogs at dusk you may see Linnets, Reed Bunting and Yellow
Hammer going to roost most nights. Redwing, Fieldfare will be shifting round with the
chance of a Water Rail, Snipe or Jack Snipe or maybe a Bittern or Waxwing if the weather
becomes harsher. Siskins and Lesser Redpoll can be seen along the wood edge and
flocks of Long tailed Tit will be moving through the field mixed with the occasional Chiffchaff
or Goldcrest.

Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com  Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

BASINGSTOKE LOCAL RSPB GROUP

P

Basingstoke Local RSPB
Group are delighted to
welcome Dr Bob Gibbons
again. This time to entertain
us with his talk on “Birds in
Flight: Stories, Humour,
Science and World Class
Photography. It takes
place on Wednesday, 17th
January, at 7.45pm, in The
Barn, Church Cottage, St
Michael’s, Basingstoke.

To those more familiar with his wonderful flower photography (see an example of his work,
above), this talk will be a departure from his usual subjects. It is, however, every bit as
spectacular and entertaining. All visitors are welcome. There is a charge of £3.50 for non-
members covering tea/coffee.
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W.T.HILL

Painter & Decorator
Internal & External
Over 30 Years Experience

Tel: 07748808069/01256 467901
Free Quotations Providing staffed overnight inpatient care
Proud members of to pets of Basingstoke

Checkatrade.com Accepting New Patients Now

Where reputation matters

The Hampshire Vet, Shortwood Copse Lane,
® Beggarwood, Basingstoke. RG23 7NL

®© 01256 639707
@ info@thehampshirevet.co.uk

NO STRESS MATHEMATICS COACHING

Tuition for A Level and GCSE mathematics
in a friendly, relaxed, stress free way from an

exceptionally experienced qualified teacher. e thehampshirevet.co.uk

I have many years of teaching in comprehensive Refer a friend voucher
. Please present this to your first appointment along with the name and
SC.h_OOIS’ 6th Form Colleges, and prlvgte address of your friend and both receive £15 off a future consultation
tuition. 20 years as head of mathematics (T&C's apply).

department, with a proven record of success.

I can be contacted at;
nostressmaths16@gmail.com

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 01256 636511

Extensions | Loft Conversions | Renovations | New Builds
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HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT TRUST

WINTER SLEEPERS — THE HIBERNATING HABITS OF EUROPEAN HEDGEHOGS,
BATS AND HAZEL DORMICE
As the temperature drops for winter you may have observed a change in local wildlife as
species adapt to cope with the colder weather. Some species will avoid the unfavourable
conditions through migration and others grow thicker winter coats, but a handful of Britain’s
wildlife will tough out the cold weather through hibernation.

Hibernation is a process of a prolonged period of inactivity that allows animals to survive
when food is scarce and the weather is harsh. To prepare for hibernation animals will build
up a reserve of body fat by eating as much as possible in the lead up to winter, before
retreating to somewhere safe where they will enter a torpid state. Once settled, almost all of
the animal’s bodily functions will either completely stop or slow down significantly, the body
temperature will cool, and breathing and heart rate will slow down. For example, a bat’s
heart rate will slow to an astonishing four beats per minute but can reach 1,000 bpm when
flying. This reduces the amount of energy its body must burn to survive.

There are only three UK mammals that truly hibernate: bats, Hazel dormice and European
hedgehogs.

Dormice and hedgehogs
hibernate right through the
winter by developing enough
brown body fat (fat reserves
they can utilize during prolonged
periods of sleep), which they
build up by eating fat and sugar-
rich foods. In some cases, they
can increase their own body
weight by over 30%.

As omnivores (an animal which
eats both plant and animals)
hedgehogs are not picky
eaters. These iconic creatures
will feast on anything from fruit
and insects to beetles and frogs, and will reach a weight of 500 to 700 grams. Hedgehogs
are also not fussy when deciding where they will overwinter. Some will build their own nest
from dead leaves and twigs, whilst others will happily take shelter under a pile of logs, your
compost heap or under a garden shed. Be careful when moving piles of leaves or wood
over the winter as there may be a hibernating hedgehog underneath.

In woodlands, dormice gorge on a menu of nuts, seeds and berries, building up vital energy
reserves. Dormice construct insulated nests hidden in hedgerows and thickets, where they
retreat for hibernation (see photo above of a hibernating Hazel dormouse (¢) Danny Green).

During autumn, bats are especially active in hunting and finding a place to overwinter. Bats
are unable to dig or build their shelters so have to look for the right spot. They like to roost in
veteran trees that are hollow as well as man-made structures. You might find them wedged
into holes in an old brick wall or in the roof of your house, but old barns and abandoned
buildings are also favoured spots.
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WE'RE MORE THAN JUST A LEAKY TAP

CATLIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

Boilers Bathrooms
. Installations Cloakrooms
To advertise here contact Servicing En-suites
advertising@basinga.org.uk Breakdowns Shower rooms
Plumbing

S Taps
: Toilets

All plumbing jobs

Contact us for a FREE estimate

n |Gj] Checkatrade

info@catlinph.couk * 07774 741021

need a painter and decorator?

professional experienced
friendly reliable

affordable pecdecoratingserices fully insured

call us today for a free no obligation quote

01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

01256 763859

SPINE TEAM 07766 256788 K
CHIROPRACTIC __S_Q_I%NE

TreeSceneArb@gmail.com

Back, Neck or other MSK Pain?
Experienced Professionals who Listen
Gordon and Annette Linscott
www.spineteam.co.uk 01256 466 666

Adrian Stanley

BSc{Hon) AA Tech Cert
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&#ﬁ Showroom
EsT N4 1982 The old Station Andover Rd

Oakley Basingstoke RG23 7HA
OAKLEY | 7iGiase seeoro

CARPETS & FURNITURE | OPEN 9am - 5pm MONDAY - FRIDAY
CLOSED WEDNESDAY

SATURDAY OPEN 10am - 3pm

ALSO AVAILABLE
Rugs Made Your size

VINYL, WOOD, CARPETS,
LAMINATE, LVT,

FURNITURE FOR DINING ROOM,
LOUNGE, BEDROOM AND STUDY,
BEDS MADE IN ENGLAND

www.oakley-furnishing.co.uk

NJP Heating Services
0% finance

on all Worcester Bosch boilers

complete with up to 10 year guarantees on all
Worcester Bosch boilers and controls

Contact us today for your free quote

07717 741999 or
01256 782202

nick@njpheating.com | njpheating.com

Bosch Group
A Installer

f
@he ZWORCESTER . pocey
e
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OLD BASING ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

LI E ON The Old Basing Royal British Legion Branch Meeting takes
V % place on Thursday, 4th January (7.45pm for 8pm start), in the
Jack Morris Hall.

Rick Bourne

NATIONAL WOMEN'’S REGISTER (NWR)

Ye Human beings are social animals, and the tenor of someone’s social
.‘ ® life is one of the most important influences on their mental and physical
NNR' health. Make it your New Year’s Resolution to improve your social life.
National Women’s Register (NWR) might be for you. It offers

EENESIIETEIET  friendship and lively discussions.
Chineham and Old Basing NWR meet at 2pm on the first Monday of the month. With
rarely more than 10 at each meeting, we take it in turns to host a meeting. We have a

monthly lunch at various local venues on different days and a subgroup which meets at
8pm on the fourth Thursday of the month to discuss a chosen book.

In December we had a home-cooked Christmas lunch in the cosy Old Basing Cricket
Pavilion organised by Dusty. In January we will talk about anything we choose beginning
with the letter'I'. Our annual planning meeting is in February when we decide democratically
what we want to do in the year ahead. As well as discussion meetings the programme
might include wine tasting, walks or visits. Our group prefers to participate rather than
listen to outside speakers.

New members would be made very welcome. To find out more visit nwr.org.uk or contact
our Local Organiser: Dusty Brough, tel. 01256 357276 or email dmbc861@gmail.com

Sandie Tapping

BASINGSTOKE & DISTRICT RAILWAY SOCIETY

Basingstoke & District \/\/ith membership numbers and meeting attendance rising again following
the Covid disruption, we will be continuing our twice-monthly meetings in
2024. We begin on Wednesday, 10th January, with an 'Evening of
Commercial Films', put together by member lan Clare. Included will be
Beyer Garratt locomotives in South Africa and a history of the ‘Deltic’
Railway Society  diesels of the 1960s.

The Society AGM will be held on Wednesday, 24th January, This will be followed by a
further selection of BBC ‘Railway Roundabout’ films from 1961. The selection will include
London Transport, Lancashire and Yorkshire, Welsh narrow gauge, Southern locomotives,
and Severn and Wye Valley lines.

Our meetings are held at 7.45pm at The Wote Street Club, which has a licensed bar, in
New Road, Basingstoke RG21 7NG, and usually conclude by 10pm.

Membership details are on our website at www.bdrs70d.com or call the Secretary on
07837 320790.



JANUARY IN YOUR GARDEN

You never can be sure what the weather is going to be like, whether we will get a repeat
of the ‘Beasts From The East” from recent past winters or not, but if we do, be prepared to
be on constant snow patrol, especially if you have large coniferous trees or a greenhouse,
snow must be brushed or knocked off as soon as possible to avoid damage due to the
excessive weight.

But let’s think positively. The cold weather will not come as harshly as some winters, and
we will be able to get out into the garden. There is much planting to be done, Raspberries,
Gooseberries and currants can be planted, as well as Roses, so long as the soil isn’t
frozen or too waterlogged.

If you are thinking of growing peas this year, and would like them earlier than usual, place a
cloche over the soil to allow it to warm up (tip: if you had a real Christmas tree, the stripped
down branches can make an excellent pea support). And while we are on the Christmas
theme, you can press mistletoe berries into the bark of apple trees to establish your own
mistletoe plants for next Christmas.

Remember to keep off wet soil to avoid compacting it. If you have to walk on it in the wet,
stand on a plank, spreading your weight. While you are there you can do some weeding
ready for the spring, simply hoe off or pull out any annual weeds and dig out perennial
ones.

The most pleasing course of action is of course to stay inside where it is warm! If you need
an excuse to do so, turn your mind to browsing the seed catalogues and online shops,
maybe trying something new this year? Also sort out your old seeds, throwing away empty
or out-of-date packets.

For January seed sowing try some early sowings in trays. All you need is a bright, cool
windowsill as germination temperatures of around 55°F (13°C) are adequate. Try Lettuce,
Summer Cabbage and Cauliflowers, plus round varieties of Carrots, Spinach, Salad Onions
and Turnips. If you are lucky enough to have an electric propagator then plant Tomatoes,
Aubergines, Chillies and other crops that need a long, hot growing season, providing you
have an indoor area that receives a lot of light to pot onto. Keeping them starved of light
as they grow will result in leggy, useless plants. If you have a heated greenhouse you can
sow greenhouse tomatoes as early as this month.

As well as the usual varieties, why not have a look for some more exotic or newer species.
Pluots are a mixture between a Plum and an Apricot, and do well in the south of England.
Self-fertile varieties are available too. If you're feeling adventurous try a Medlar tree.
Medlars are ornamental, flowering trees with pretty blossom, good autumn colour and
fruits, which are edible, although not to everyone’s taste. Their fruit is tart if eaten raw,
but makes pleasantly flavoured jellies or can be used in desserts. Left to soften the fruit
mellows and is a traditional, if unusual, treat.

Cover rhubarb plants with a bucket or terracotta pot to force an early crop. Rhubarb
‘Timperley Early’ is regarded as the earliest maturing variety — if forcing you can expect
tender pink sticks as early as February, though it can be grown in the normal way.

For houseplants, reduce watering now as plants aren’t growing much, and leaves don’t
lose moisture in cool conditions. All you need to do is keep plants just moist, and there
is no need to feed plants until March. You can just mist the underside of leaves to keep
humidity high if you want.
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NATURE NOTES FOR JANUARY

A very Happy New Year to you all and | hope you all had a great Christmas with friends
and family.

Having just endured a really cold snap where much of the north suffered travel difficulties,
I've my fingers and toes crossed that no such issues arose around the festive period.
The only positive thing about a rush of winter is that the garden can suddenly come alive
with birds. It's been a quiet autumn here for us in Cavalier Road but last week, as the
month turned, | couldn’t fill the feeders fast enough. At one point we had eight Blue Tits all
taking it in turns to snatch a sunflower heart and dash back into cover, only too aware that
Sparrowhawks are hungry too so best not to become lunch!

Thanks for readers who messaged me last month, mainly to concur with what I've written
above, that Goldfinches, Greenfinches, Greater-Spotted Woodpeckers, Great and Blue
Tits have all appeared like magic especially first thing in the morning and just as the light
starts to go. Alan Williams (Park Lane), Terry MacAnish (Cavalier Road) who sent in this
great picture of literally loads of Goldfinches on his feeders (see photo, front cover), and
Stephen Thair (Park Lane) all contributed so please keep it coming.

Birders everywhere across the UK will now be hoping for an influx of winter visitors which
along our coasts (well worth a visit during January) could include wading birds of many
species, Ducks, Swans and Gulls, plus smaller birds like Waxwings, Bramblings and Arctic/
Snow Buntings. The really best times to see rare visitors to these shores has just passed,
ie, when the autumn storms from the Atlantic bring unsuspecting American passerines
here. Whether it's the ferocity or increased frequency that’s creating a wider variety of
sightings or not, we don’t know but in the last decade there have been many ‘firsts’.

No fewer than 21 species were recorded
here this year including a Baltimore Oriole
"\ and a Swainsons Thrush, but one beauty
. & that arrived on these shores a few weeks
ago was this Canadian Warbler (see photo
left). Now, wouldn’t that be worth stumbling
across?

Finally, on behalf of the Old Basing
Biodiversity group, I'd like to thank the
Parish Carnival Committee for their
donation so that we may purchase and
locate Owl nest boxes at Lodge and Poors
Farm. Both sites have known presence of
Tawny and occasional Barn Owl species so it would be brilliant if we could encourage
either to breed there in the years to come.

Don’t forget to send all your nature-related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk — for all your bird food requirements, order from me at
‘Bird Drop-ins’, use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an
order or get a form.

Rick Bourne
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C DIARY DATES FOR JANUARY 2024 )

For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 23

January

Tue 2 7.30pm  WI Meeting (Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church)

Wed 3 1.30pm — 4.00pm  |vy Club Meeting (Royal British Legion Hall)

~Thu4 7.45p RBL Branch Meeting (Jack Morris Hall)

Sat 6 10..00am PIOCC Working Party (meet at PIOCC noticeboard)

Mon 8 2.00pm Chineham and Old Basing NWR Meeting (see page 35)

Tue 9 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting (Pavilion, Recreation Ground)

Wed 10  6.00pm COPY FOR FEBRUARY BASINGA TO EDITOR

7.45pm BDRS Talk (Wote Street Club, Basingstoke)

Fri12 2.00pm - 4.00pm Village Café (Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church)

Wed 17 7.45pm Basingstoke Local RSPB Group Meeting (The Barn,
Church Cottage, St Michael’s, Basingstoke)

Thu18 12.25pm Ploughman’s Lunch (Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church)

2.00pm PIOCC Working Party (meet by the shed)

Sat20  10.00am Mill Field Working Party (meet next to the top path
opposite the entrance from Feld Way/Bartons Lane)

Wed 24  7.45pm BDRS Talk (Wote Street Club, Basingstoke)

February

Thu 1 7.00pm MENCAP Charity Dinner and Quiz Night (The
Restaurant, Basingstoke College of Technology)

Fri 2 2.00pm — 4.00pm  Village Café (Parish Room, St. Mary’s Church)

Sat 4 3.00pm His Majesty’s Royal Marines (The Anvil)

C BASINGA EXTRA )

The following articles, that we couldn't find room for in this printed version of Basinga, can
also be found on Basinga Extra, our website: basinga.org.uk

Basingstoke Civil Service Retirement Fellowship
Free RCS Courses Starting In The New Year
Loddon Vale Indoor Bowling Club

Probus Club
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BARBE R‘)I[()P & [[\IRDR[b‘)[ RS

Now open in Belle Vue Rd
Ol1d Basing.
Hairdressing for the whole
family.

01256 357333

To advertise here contact
advertising@basinga.org.uk

ltaldent

eN SOLyy-
Y o)
o™ NEIL INKLEY V8

SPECIALIST IN FENCING, TURFING,

PATIOS ALSO GENERAL GARDEN WORK

including Lawns, Hedges, Clearance,
and Pressure Cleaning

Local References Free Estimates

01256 882108 or 07768 105488

* Additional sockets + Electrical safety

« Outdoor power and certificates (EICR's)

lighting .
* Indoor lighting /
Recessed downlights  »

Fusebox/consumer unit
upgrades

EV Chargers

Call James on 07776 188 365
Email: james@waveelectrical.net

R.LOVELOCK

HEATING & PLUMBING

Spencer & Pgglidy Ltcf

Our family s g your
family for over 60 years

3rd Generation

family owned

and run Funeral

Directors and b
Monumental %
Masons

380 Wumng Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

24 Hours

7 London Road
Hool, RG27 9DY

01256761717

Trading Standards approved

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk
www.spencerandpeyton,co.uk

.“1
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o

s
onsERO®
01256 355556

wwew theflowergirflorist.couk




Did you hear
ST. MICHAEL’S HOSPICE

Whether B
Y antiques & '
| collectibles are J

your passion

you love playingg . sprucing
games. up your

you can shop for what you need
and support your local Hospice. Go to

our website and follow the link for :
www.simichaelshospice.org.uk




ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

All sizes available:
Enquire by email to advertising@basinga.org.uk or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise with us' dropdown menu
for Contract, Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.

Adverts can be changed throughout the year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the advertisers website and
to an optional, advertiser supplied, write up on their
company and its activities and can include photos.

\ J\ /I \ —
v A

MasterPartner

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF BASINGSTOKE & NORTH HAMPSHIRE SINCE 1968

ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE, HAMPSHIRE RG24 8NU
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@ BASINGA

CO-EDITOR: Colin Follett, 101 The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
CO-EDITOR: Lyn Caswell, 1 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE
ADVERTISING MANAGER: Lou Eddy, 66D The Street, RG24 7BY
DISTRIBUTION:

Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED

® OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: Sandra Tuck
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

® CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)

VICAR: Revd. Jo Mulliner The Vicarage, Church Lane, Old Basing.
email: vicar@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

Regular Services at St Mary's Church, Old Basing
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist

OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am — Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and
Friday, 8.45am — Morning Prayer

Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd Claire Simpson
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr. John Lee

St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm
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01256 326909
07909 962141
01256 463908
07918 644187
07879 637899
01256 352299

01256 819006
01256 329417

01256 462847

01256 363612

07541 698235

0118 3271592

01256 465214



AGECONCErn

‘Hampshire

CAPABILITIES y
welcome, by “
APPOINTMENT
ONLY

please join us for...

COMPUTER CONFIDENCE SESSIONS

Every Wednesday, 10.00am -Tpm

CHINEHAM LIBRARY
Centre Drive, Chineham, Basingstoke RG24 8BQ
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

BASINGSTOKE DISCOVERY CENTRE LIBRARY
Festival Place, Basingstoke RG21 7LS
BY APPOINTMENT OMNLY

1-2-1 sessions available for the over 50's, including IT skills,
setting up new devices and getting online as well as software
and hardware issues.

Contact us to book..

Call: 01962 868545 or email:
kim.stone@ageconcernhampshire.org.uk
www.ageconcernhampshire.org.uk




Crusade

Based in Old Basing, our services

include:

Domestic and commercial
Window cleaning
Conservatory roof cleaning
Gutter and down pipe clearance
Soffit, facias and gutter cleaning
Pressure washing
Contact us for a free quotation

01256 766899

www.crusadecleaning.co.uk




