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HOTEL & SPA

d—
THE QHOTELS COLLECTION

New Reformer Studio now open!

Transform your fitness routine with our brand-new
Reformer sessions

Special August Offer - Sessions from £9.95

Book your place today and experience the benefits of Reformer

Behind on you Summer goals?

Kick start your fitness journey with our personal training bundles

Enjoy a free 30-minute taster session plus a personal baseline
evaluation to help set goals and track progress

Members and non-members welcome
Quote BASINGAO?7




( AUGUST COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS )

This month's lovely cover photograph, The Beautiful Mill Field, was taken by Jim Andrews.
News from the Mill Field Conservation Group can be found on page 10.

August was named for the Roman Emperor Augustus, also known as Octavian. He was
Julius Ceasar's great-nephew, adopted as his son.

The Basinga Committee would still like to recruit an Advertising Manager to replace the
current volunteer who has left the area. The role includes, but is not limited to: recruitment
and maintenance of our advertisers and their adverts; driving the renewal process in the
last quarter of the year; liaising with the editor, treasurer and our printer to ensure timely
delivery of the monthly magazine. Our advertisers, as you can read below, are the life-
blood of this magazine, and need to be 'looked after' carefully. If you are interested in
joining the team in this role then please e-mail the editor at: editor@basinga.org.uk

C OUR ADVERTISERS )

Our advertisers are well-established and most of them have been with us for a long time,
are reliable and would welcome your custom. In order to maintain the production and free
distribution of this magazine, we need to maintain our base of advertisers. If you know of
any business wishing to promote themselves in this area, please suggest they get in touch
and advertise with us. It also helps us if you can mention seeing their advert in Basinga.

Our website www.basinga.org.uk (Currently being upgraded) has a list of our advertisers,
either alphabetically or by page: from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS', then
select 'CONTRACT ADS' to list our advertisers alphabetically.

For Free Ads visit Basinga Extra and fill out the form under 'Advertising with us".

C CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA )

The very last date for copy to the Editor for the September edition is 6.00pm on Monday,
10th August, although we do welcome copy in advance of this date. Please use the
forms on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters
to us. Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum:
articles may be edited and are published at the Editor's discretion.

Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements
for publishing photographs. Contact names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for
all our volunteer 'managers' are listed on page 34.

All advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors
made by the advertisers; nor does it endorse the products or services advertised. The
views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals
and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

C PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA )

We now have a web form that you can use to send any photograph for the website archive
and possible use in the magazine: go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a
photo is too 'large’, they can be emailed directly: editor@basinga.org.uk
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== FRAMING | ART | GIFTS | HOMEWARE

I== GALLERY & FRAMING

The Frame Gallery is in the centre of Odiham's High Street, where you can take
advantage of the free parking and pop in for a no-obligation framing quote, from our
experienced team. We stock a full range of ‘made to measure’ and ‘ready made’ frames
plus you can enjoy the regularly changing original and limited print artwork and gifts.

Speak with Gallery Owner Katie Bleathman (V) 01256 701082 @ hello@theframe-gallery.co.uk

N° 81 | High St | Odiham | Hants | RG29 1LB  Tues to Sat 9.30am - 5pm  Stay Connected () @

MARTIN RAA
B . COOPER n\v-. MATTHEWSON rll&:\ejuan,
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS ALL MAKES SERVICING & REPAIRS

and servioleg te mest and models of THE VOLVO & NISSAN SPECIALISTS

Washing Machines , Tumble Dryers ,

Dish B _'l‘ o .

Microwaves , Fridges , Freezers ,
And Vacuum Cleaners .
Set Labour Charges , No VAT
Tel. 01256 466851 or mobile 07831 684375

Harmony
Yoga Therapy » Hatha & Somatic Yoga e ChairYogaw

-]

* Gentle, accessible yoga for every body

« Supporting stress, pain, recovery and wellbeing

* Scheduled classes in Lychpit, Chineham &
central Basingstoke

* Private 1-to-1's & online sessions EXPERIENCED HOUSEHOLD
* Yoga Nidra and wellbeing coaching. E| = PA'NTER & DECORATOR
01256 910108 ﬁ NO JOB TOO SMALL

;@ infiniteharmony.co.uk E TEL:01256 355356 or 07876 495657




OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW

Sunday, 6th September, Show day, is quickly approaching.

Hopefully your fruit and vegetables are doing well, jams and _\-(-,,,;-m.v,_g(,,.-(-,_4”-_,-m
preserves are being lovingly bottled and plans are being made OLD BASING & LYCHPIT
to prepare for our many baking classes. VILLAGE SHOW
And a photo of your hanging basket /container can be submitted S

by email at any time between now and early September. oF

There are also sections for original writing (a limerick, poem THE VILLAGE HALL
and/or short story), photography, handicraft, homemade drinks OLD BASING

Sunday, 6th September 2026 at 2.30pm

and, last but not least, the Children’s section. The school ;
Prize Giving at 4.00pm

holidays could be an opportunity for the youngsters to come up

with ideas and to start preparation of their exhibits. There are T
new classes “Paddington” and “A Decorated Flower Pot” as e E SR S o e
well as many of the old favourites such as “Garden in a Seed

Tray” and “Decorated Pringle Container”.

Hopefully, there’s something for everybody — all details are in the schedule, which is
available on the website, www.oblvs.org.uk and you can find us on Facebook by searching
for OldBasingLychpitShow.

But of course you can still lookout for our distinctive yellow hard-copy schedule which is
available at the Village Store or from a committee member.

Here’s a quick reminder of the entry deadlines:
All entries: 10.00pm on Wednesday, 2nd September.

Please remember that if you're entering Class 85 (Basinga photography class) an
electronic version of your photo (your name and the title as filename) also needs to be
submitted to: editor@basinga.org.uk at the same time as your printed copy (18cm x
13cm maximum size).

Late entries: Late entry forms, with fees, to be delivered to: 10 Paddock Fields no later
than 10.00pm on Friday, 4th September.

NOTE: Late entries are not permitted in classes 1 and 85.
Show Day - key times:
» The Village Hall is open at 8.00am for exhibitors to stage their entries.

» The Hall closes to exhibitors at 10.15am and judging commences. Only judges,
stewards and committee members are allowed in the Hall during judging.

» The Hall opens to the public at 2.30pm.
* Prize-giving starts at 4.00pm.

There are downloadable guidelines on the website www.oblvs.org.uk/advice that give
advice for entrants, some tips and tricks, and describe some of the things that the judges
look for when awarding prizes. Adults can assist youngsters to stage exhibits in the
children’s section, but we do ask that the entries themselves are all the child’s work.

If you need more information on exhibiting, please contact a committee member either
before the show or during staging on the morning of the show. Good luck with your entries
and we look forward to welcoming entrants and visitors on the day. See you soon!
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‘ CHEOTTERS

|ndependonf Fstate Anents

Contact us for your FREE valuation

mansma
OILER SERVICES

Boiler Installations

Servicing and Repairs
Unvented/Vented Cylinders

Power Flushing
of Heating Systems

Free Estimates
No Call Out Charge
Landlord Certificates
Fully Insured

01256819521 Bill Martin 07990514472

www.oldbasingboilerservices.com
Keeping you Gas Safe

Prime P
Improvements

Home & Garden Ltd

L =
07841 532 878

For all your Home & Garden needs,
including:

s Fencing
s Decking
5 Shed construction & Bases
i3 Landscaping
New lawns
Artificial Grass

i Painting & Decorating
5 Handyman Jobs

stz Tiling

¢ Flooring

f www.primeimprovements.co.uk




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Community Governance Review Nears Completion

The Community Governance Review for Old Basing and Lychpit is expected to reach
its conclusion this month, with Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council due to
formally consider and approve the final recommendations at its meeting on 16 July.
Neighbourhood Plan Update

The review of the Old Basing and Lychpit Neighbourhood Plan is progressing well and
has now reached its final stages.

The Parish Council would like to thank all those who have contributed to the review
process so far. Further details of the Regulation 16 consultation, including how
residents can view the documents and submit comments, will be publicised once the
submission has been formally made.

Traffic Issues

Traffic and road safety remain key concerns for many residents, and the Parish
Council’s Traffic Working Group continues to work with Hampshire County Council
and other partners to progress a number of long-standing issues across the parish.

At its recent meeting, the Working Group reviewed progress on several projects,
including speeding concerns, the use of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs), the proposed
footpath improvements in Milkingpen Lane, and parking issues reported by residents.

Meetings for August 2026
If you are planning to attend a meeting, please check the Parish Council website or

local noticeboards for confirmed dates, or contact the Parish Clerk for further details.
The next Full Parish Council meeting will takes on Tuesday, 11th August at 7.30pm.

If you would like to attend but may have difficulty accessing the meeting room via the stairs,
please let us know in advance so that alternative arrangements can be made.

Keep in Touch

If you have any question, concerns or ideas that you'd like to share with the Parish Council,
please feel free to get in touch. You can contact us by email, phone, or by visiting the
Parish Office. We are always happy to hear from you!

You can also keep up to date with the latest news by visiting our website, following our
Facebook page, or by checking the noticeboards around the Parish (Belle Vue Parade, Old
Basing Recreation Ground and Lychpit Community Centre).

Parish Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope Old Basing
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground,

The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA FARI ROUNE
Telephone: 01256 462847 Office Hours: Monday to Thursday 10.00am to noon
email: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk Web: www.oldbasing.gov.uk

The full text of this (edited) report can be found in Basinga Extra


mailto:clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
http://www.oldbasing.gov.uk

OLD BASING SCOUTS

As we approach the end of the Summer Term and Academic year
it's a great time for us to look back at the incredible year we've

r\Oﬂ had at Old Basing Scouts.
O

Our youngest section, Squirrels, have had a fantastic year
embarking on new adventures including their first visits to
SCOUt s BEASTLY, Bucklebury Farm and the Fire Station. They also had

the chance to become Space Explorers, Archers and Halloween
Old Basing Monsters. At Squirrels all the young people love getting the
chance to try something new and fun every single week.

The Beavers have also been learning more about the world and their place in it. With
evenings including Gardening, a visit from the RNLI and Chinese New Year there was
always something different to learn about from other cultures, different jobs and the natural
world. They also had ample opportunity to get out enjoying Cycling, Hiking, Bowling and
much more.

Old Basing Cubs have had a year like none before. From their first ever three-night camp
to celebrate the 110th Anniversary of Cubs with young people from across Hampshire
to Nerf Gun Battles, Extreme Mopping, Colditz and Ice Cream Hikes it's been a year of
pushing beyond and taking part in fantastic new experiences. Not to mention all the other
events including our All-Section Disco, second annual Christmas Light Hike, a Skills Day,
a Cub 110 Party and of course our Cavalier Cubs winning the District Football Tournament
for a second year running.

Finally, our Scout Section may just be
the one with the most change this year
as we opened our second Troop doubling
% the number of 10 — 14 year olds we
¥ can offer activities to each week. Since
§ opening, both our Scout Troops have
enjoyed fantastic evenings including a
joint Bonfire, a Pinewood Derby, Flag
- Football and Cooking. Not to mention
the Troops joined together for the first
ever Basingstoke Blitz (a town-wide
Scavenger Hunt which had some of
o iy £ L . our teams going from Hatch Warren to
e Y ' % .+ B8R Chineham in a single day) and joining the
rest of the group for a celebration at Group Camp 2026.
We're incredibly lucky to have a fantastic team of volunteers supporting all of our sections
every week. Without them, Old Basing Scout Group wouldn’t be what it is today.

Across the year, all our sections have continued to grow allowing more and more young
people from the local area get outdoors, make new friends and join in an exciting adventure
and we hope that will continue in the coming months and year.

If you or your young person would like to come along and give it a go please do reach out
to us by e-mail at: group@oldbasingscouts.org.uk You can also keep up to date with our
various adventures both through Facebook and Instagram.
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C PHOTOGRAPHY CORNER )

With the Village Show fast approaching, and Basinga sponsoring competition class 85 —
'Local Street Scene' — see page 5 for details, we thought it appropriate to showcase some
of the recent photographs that we've received.

Elliot Nicholson was kind enough to send in these lovely photos, taken by his 10-year-old
daughter, her first trip out with a DSLR camera.

The Old Barn — Joanne Palmer
St. Mary's Church — Emily Mason

Cub Firework — Danny Evans
Glistening Inkcap Fungus — Alan Morris
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THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP

—_— Annual Duck Race

-‘ M:H AL ™ Come and have a fun afternoon watching the rubber Duck Race at
.(-"h‘?(’»'m-’-"’m the Millstone pub, Old Basing on Bank Holiday
‘é Group Monday, 31st August. Ducks are £2 each with

— proceeds going towards the Mill Field Conservation Q!
Group who help to maintain the Mill Field for everyone to enjoy. a

There will be cash prizes available to the winners. In addition, there is a
'build your own boat' competition which is open to under 12’s. Rules are
that the boat must be home-made, un-powered and no more than 45cm
in length. The build your own boat race will start at 1.30pm, and the
duck race will commence at 2.00pm.

Annual General Meeting

Our AGM is being held on Monday, 24th August at 7.30pm in one of the function rooms
at Bartons Mill in Old Basing. All are very welcome.

If you have considered volunteering with us please come along to meet us or send me a
message via the email address quoted below. You can also use our Facebook page to
make contact.

Our work parties are being held from September to April over the next year. The first one
of the season is on Sunday, 13th September.

The work parties are to manage the site which is mostly clearing scrub to maintain the
wildlife habitat. We have also built a Bug House and a Hibernaculum in recent months.

We can add you to our distribution list and you will be notified of the working party dates
and also any upcoming events and courses. We even have the odd guided walk during the
summer months. Apart from the committee, there are no membership requirements. We
welcome everyone to our work parties.

We would like to extend our thanks to Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council for
the invitation to their annual Thank You event held on Friday, 3rd July. This was held to
show their appreciation for all of the hard work carried out in the past year by volunteers
in the borough. This related to habitat management, engagement events, school visits,
ecological surveying, and much more in all of the local nature reserves.

Old Basing and Lychpit Carnival

Held on Saturday 20th June. As always this local event was well supported. We had quite
a few visitors to our stand. Alan Wilkinson from Natural Basingstoke was there with his
amazing collection of skulls. His vast knowledge of everything to do with nature was greatly
appreciated by everyone that visited his display.

What’s around this month:

Bird activity in the field during August will see the migrants moving back through the field
with the departing house martins, swifts and swallows moving on southwards. Dragonfly
numbers will be increasing, due to the migrant species — look out for the southern hawker
and brown hawker.

Jim Andrews' photograph of the Beautiful Mill Field is this month's Basinga Cover Photo

Karen Macklin
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W.T.HILL

Painter & Decorator
Internal & External
Over 30 Years Experience
home Tel: 07748808069
Mondays 10:30am Free Quotations

War Memorial Park,

Basingstoke o .
Over 35 years experience in all
Wednesdays 10:30am

. n
The Recreation Ground types of domestic, commercial and

Boe_ | i
old Basing ERRY]| industialfencng

Come along with your baby and buggy to get some fresh FREE estimates and advice with
air, meet other mums and improve your fitness and FENCI NG no obligation and good quality
mental health. workmanship are GUARANTEED

We walk and do strength exercises. Different options
for all levels of fitness, from 6 weeks post partum. . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Free trials available!

o CALL US 01256 358 940

www.bobberryfencing.co.uk

o
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Valid until 31st December 2026 at Brewers Basingstoke only.
Terms and Conditions apply, ask in store for details
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| Are you looking for more
control over your finances?

At S4 Financial, we have been

providing bespoke financial solutions Buildyour Protect your
to our clients for 20 years, with a wealth ' family
strong focus on cashflow modelling. o)~

Using years of experience,

and with the help of specialist
software, we can develop a
cashflow model to forecast what
you'll need to do to achieve your Enjoy a
financial goals, and how much comfortable
you might need to save to reach
financial independence.

2 to future
retirement generations

S4 Financial Ltd is an Independent Financial
Advisory firm, which is authorised and regulated
M Where Weglth by the Financial Conduct Authority. 54 Financial
meets wisdom Ltd is entered on the FCA register (https://
FINANCIAL register.fca.org.uk/) under reference 401372.
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NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE

Basing House, is currently open, Wednesday to Sunday,

@%% BAS | N G 11.00am to 4.00pm. We close for the winter on Sunday, 27th

H U USE September and reopen at Easter. The admission fee covers a
aums anocrounps | calendar year, including some events.

Rhymetime, held every Wednesday for an hour from 11.00am is aimed at preschool
children and, during August, Wednesdays also see craft activities for slightly older
children from 11.00am to midday. Both are free to ticket holders (included).

We have two kinds of guided tour - every Wednesday at 1.30pm, with a volunteer guide
in a relaxed one to one-and-a-half hour tour (included). Much more specialist tours will
be led by Basing House expert Alan Turton on Sunday, 9th August and Sunday, 6th
September, and there is a charge for these, detailed on our website (below).

This year’s final craft courses are - A Complete Introduction to Felt Making on
Wednesday, 12th August, and Printed Reflections - Screen Printed Journals on
Wednesday, 23rd September. These are not included in the annual ticket.

Steve Wilder from Hampshire Wildlife Trust leads a guided bat walk on Thursday, 27th
August at 8.00pm. Using specialist bat detectors, you can listen to bats’ echolocation
calls and hopefully spot a variety of species as they emerge at dusk. This is a free
event with strictly limited numbers, so booking via the website is essential.

Further ahead, the weekend 12th/13th September sees a highlight of our calendar - the
English Civil War Society re-enactment weekend (included).

The Christmas Fayre is on the weekend 28th-29th November from 11.00am to 4.00pm
and tickets will be on sale on the website nearer the time.

Way ahead - 19th June 2027 - we will have the Basingstoke Symphony Orchestra in
concert in the Great Barn. That again will be a ticketed event.

Fuller information about 'what's on' visit: www.hampshireculture.org.uk and scroll down
the screen to events at Basing House.

Andrew Howard
01256 327014

THE WELCOME TEA ROOM AT ST. MARYS CHURCH

7th and 21st August, 2.00pm — 4.00pm at St Mary’s Parish Room
&‘l‘ﬁ“wu(b“% No set prices; donations invited. It has been lovely to meet new guests

1 as well as continuing to enjoy the company of our regulars at the Tea
& ;} Room over the summer and you will see we are open as usual on the
724 roo® first and third Fridays in August when our usual selection of cakes

and refreshments will be available including cold drinks.

During the recent spells of very hot weather, many have enjoyed the relative cool of the
church and at the Tea Room in the next couple of months we shall also be setting up tables
in the church to ensure our guests continue to feel comfortable.

Children’s Corner: Did you know St Mary’s has a children’s corner with a wide selection
of toys including “Big Ted”? If any little ones have an idea for a better name for “Big Ted”
please do let one of the Tea Room volunteers know! Parents are welcome to make use of
this cool area with their young children at the Tea Room or any time that the church is open.
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GARDENING
SERVICES

Creating Outdoor Spaces You'll Love

From routine maintenance to full transformations, our
experienced team gets you the garden you want.

07788 413746
info@dkagardeningservices.com

@dka.gardening

OUR SERVICES

Carden Clearance & Renovation
Pressure Washing

Planting & Plant Care
Commercial Grounds

Carden Maintenance

Hedge Cutting
Fencing
Landscaping

www.dkagardeningservices.co.uk

G

GOLD & GREY
Your Local Help With

CURTAINS AND BLINDS
UPHOLSTERY
LOOSE COVERS
SOFT FURNISHINGS
HOME ACCESSORIES
INTERIOR DESIGN
FABRIC SALES

CallLinn On 01256 744051
www.goldandgrey.uk

Free car park

Emergency appointments
Home visits

Free advice on rehabilitation
Free advice on exercises
Free ergonomics advice

lse

LOUISE SANDERS

DO YOU SUFFER FROM......

Back Pain, Sciatica,
Headaches,

Sports Injuries,
Shoulder Problems
Neck Pain, Joint Pain,
Elbow & Wrist Problems,
Muscular Strains




v
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07704 513000

= THE
Friendly, experienced and local for all your Hampsh_i_re’s MOSt. _Rated Electricians
o anting neads! - _
Plumbing & Heating needs! il .Im

Bathrooms installations. Water softeners. Boiler repairs/
replacements. Services. Gas safe landlords checks.
System cleanses. Outside taps. No job too small.

0771721 4521 01256 412723

E: info@jcooklandscap ES.CO.Uk We have a team of friendly, customer-focused
www.jcooklandscapes.co.uk % electricians who are trustworthy, punctual and have

J C O"‘W'k LO n dSCG pes a combined 35 years of experience between them!
1 }

1 1
Garden Design & Build, Patios,

Decking, Fencing, Turfing, Planting, 01 256 473326

Driveways, Artificial Grass, Tree work, inf uk
Garden maintenance & Clearance

Rated 9.9/10 on over o .
Professional Service - Fully Insured - 20 Years Experience 1,100 reviews on

Residential || Commercial|| Inspections || Approved
Electricians § Electricians | & Testing | Contractors

() All Domestic and Commercial works carried out

5 year warranty on labour!

Call our dedicated customer support line

uti Uk

L TITCOMBE & FAMILY

Independent Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants

Personal, respectful and attentive service
A family run_funeral divector’s providing a personal, caring and allentive service.

All types of funerals arranged including direct eremation and eco-friendly burials.

Funeral finance can be arranged.

We are here when you need us most High Street, Overton RG25 3HB Tel: 01256 771 510

4 Elmwood Parade, Basingstoke RG23 8LL Tel 01256 476 366
8 Swan Street, Kingsclere RG50 5P] Tel: 01635 299 900

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

All aspects of Funeral Arrangements undertaken tmfunerals.couk

l
: I \\

. E Golden Charter a @
* B

| I
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C WHAT'S ON ADVERTS )

PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCHES
Ploughman's Lunches take place in the Parish Room of St. Mary's Church on the third
Thursday of the month, except August when we have a break. Booking is required by
phoning: 07946 596778. Doors open at 12.25pm and there is no end time.

There is no lunch this month; the next lunch will be held on Thursday, 17th September.

HAMPSHIRE OPEN STUDIOS
Many of you may have enjoyed visiting artist studios over past years during the Hampshire
Open Studios annual art trail. For those of you who haven’t heard about it before, the
scheme gives artists and art groups throughout Hampshire the opportunity to open their
studios and homes to showcase their work. It offers an ideal opportunity to view at your
leisure and chat to artists about their work - hopefully even buying an original piece that
catches your eye.

There are lots of talented artists showing interesting and inspirational work in the
Basingstoke and surrounding area, all of whom are ready to welcome you to their studios
or exhibitions. Why not plan your own art trail with a friend or two?

This year's dates: Saturday, 22nd August to Bank Holiday Monday, 31st August.

For more information about artists, venues and opening times please visit the website:
www.hampshireopenstudios.org.uk

In Old Basing, we now have two local artists opening:

Fused glass artist Aileen Mayers works from her
garden studio and will be opening again this year.

She is looking forward to welcoming visitors, old and
new, to browse her colourful fused glass artwork,
homewares and jewellery.

The Glass Studio, 8 Almond Close, Old Basing.

Find the garden entrance from the pathway between
Church Lane and Crown Lane, opposite the British
Legion. Open every day from 11.00am to 5.00pm.

Textile artist Sara Kirby has had a successful career
in textile design and teaching and is now opening her
print studio for the first time showing a range of her
beautiful hand printed textiles, gifts and accessories.
She is also offering a chance to try your hand at
screen printing during your visit.

Please contact her by email to book a workshop:
sarahelenkirby@icloud.com

Loyalty Cottage, 30 The Street, Old Basing.
Situated next door to St Mary’s Church.

Open every day from 10.00am to 5.00pm

Free brochures are available from either Aileen or Sara.
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C WHAT'S ON ADVERTS )

AN INVITATION
a Would your children be interested in finding out about the little

creatures that live in our lovely chalk stream? About once a month Clir
Sheena Grassi and | get our waders on and see what we can find in
the Loddon. This is part of monitoring the health of the river, a ‘citizen
! science’ initiative by the Borough Council. Weather permitting, we will
OLD BASING & IYCHPIT — he doing this on the morning of Thursday, 20th August, so if you are
interested come and find us somewhere along the path from Bartons

Mill to the Basing Road bridge between 9.30 and 11.30am.

Also, for the holidays | hope to get instructions for a walk and some river based activities
(that don’t require waders) that families can do put on the OBLEC website. (oblec.org.uk)

Gill Moore, OBLEC secretary

CLIVE FORTUNE BIG BAND
The band has been established for 16 years, playing in the North Hampshire and Thames
Valley Area.

A Charity Function in aid of Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance will take place
Saturday, 26th September at Queen Mary's College, Cliddesden Road.

For more information about the band and to book tickets for this and other events, please
visit our website at www.clivefortunebigband.org.uk

C WHAT'S ON POSTERS )

B NGOk LUk cLus PassEis 5 = 0=

REXFEST: _[lESS =
5 -~ Do you have a child

A ? starting school in September 2027?

Old Basing Infant School is holding Open Mornings for

prospective parents...why not come and have a look around?

v Yy A
o i
- e
? ? T We would love to see you on either:
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Saturday 19" September 2026 - >
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FEATURING Thursday 24th September 2026
Jon Amor Trio | Alex Voysey Trio | Pete Harris Wednesday 14th October 2026
Friday 6th November 2026

Nigel Bagge | Voodoovalve | The Bluescasters

Monday 23rd November 2026
Sugarman Sam & the Blue Bloods
Presentations begin at 9:15am with a Q&A session followed by a tour of the

school with our Year 2 guides.

Please call the school office on 01256 325704 where
one of our admin team will be happy to Book you in
and answer any questions you may have.

Scan this code to visit our school website
ROFITS TO ASTHMA & LUNG UK (326730)




LOST SHEEP

Ever felt like a lost sheep?
wampsy, At Old Basing Carnival this year, Old Basing Methodist Church

é&% am ‘g Tan a stall, retelling one of Jesus’ simplest but most beautiful

é’r’ & stories. A shepherd has one hundred sheep; when one is missing,

@ @ he does not shrug and say, “Ninety-nine is plenty.” Instead, he

'.90 §,‘ leaves the others safely, searches until he finds the lost one,

%odist C*° carries it home on his shoulders, and invites his friends to
celebrate.

To help the children remember, we made sheep puppets
and “find the sheep” crafts and sent a little sheep pencil
topper home with all. There were socks, glue, laughter, ‘
concentration, and the occasional runaway sheep under
the table.

As the afternoon continued, I found myself reflecting
on the carnival itself. So many people had contributed: parade makers, tea servers,
first aiders, musicians, stall holders, activity organisers, litter pickers, and all those
who came along. A community event only flourishes because many different
people offer their time, imagination, patience, and practical kindness.

Yet Jesus’ story says something deeper than “teamwork matters”, important though
that is. We are not precious to God because we are useful, organised, successful,
or noticeably busy. We are precious because God knows us, individually and
completely. The child making a puppet, the tired volunteer, the person in the crowd
who feels out of place, the one who feels far from God, and even the one who does
not want to know Jesus: none is beyond his searching love.

At the end of the story Jesus says there is joy in heaven when someone who was
lost is found. That is a wonderful picture of God: not distant, not impatient, not
interested only in the crowd, but searching, carrying, restoring, and rejoicing.

So, if you ever feel like a lost sheep — or if you have spent years keeping your
distance — remember this. Jesus says you are known, loved, and worth finding.

God Bless
Ywonne Funt

Children Families and Young Persons Outreach Worker for Basingstoke Methodist
Churches
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH
REGULAR SERVICES

’
Sunday 8.00am BCP Communion STP C| r S
ch

9.30am Sung Eucharist rl.II?C

Monday 8.45am Morning Prayer

Tuesday 8.45am Morning Prayer ’N g
Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion z?a =
Thursday 8.45am Morning Prayer sco # cwacH
Friday 8.45am Morning Prayer

If you'd like to join the 9.30am Sunday service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s
Facebook page. You can keep up to date with services and events at St Mary’s Church via
our Facebook page or visit our website: www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

BASINGSTOKE FOODBANK
A reminder that there is a crate outside the church where items can be donated to the
Foodbank. St Mary’s is also a dropping off point for donations to Helping Dogs & Cats UK.

ST. MARY'S CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP

s Church, o7, This month’s working parties will be on Saturday, 1st August at
> & 10.00am and Thursday, 27th August at 2.00pm — meet by the
PIOCC noticeboard at the entrance to the Conservation Area. We
& will continue the summer season maintenance to encourage the
] | wild flowers and associated wildlife and we are always delighted to
“ard Consers™ welcome new participants.

We are a friendly group. This community project is not just for those who attend services
at St Marys, we welcome all who would like to help. The tools are provided. Just turn up in
gardening clothes and bring gloves. Our Saturday morning sessions last about three hours
(with a coffee break and chance to relax) and our Thursday afternoons about two hours.
Our volunteers make a real difference.

In the sunshine last month there were plenty of butterflies
flying amongst the grasses and flowers of the Central
Glade. They will continue flying this month. Look for
Meadow Browns (pictured, left), they love the tall uncut
grass, whilst Speckled Woods prefer the shady woodland
and Gatekeepers favour the purple Marjoram flowers. The
Buddleia flowers are popular with Red Admirals. Perhaps
you will see Small Tortoiseshells, Peacocks or Painted Lady
butterflies nectaring there too. Marbled Whites, the second
) brood of Brimstones and Common Blues may also appear.

Why not come and see what you can find?

The Conservation Area is a community space for all to enjoy. The WI seat is a lovely
peaceful spot to enjoy a moment of peace and reflection.

For further information please email Tim Carr, Chairman: tim@tmcarr.net
Margaret Carr www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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WATER SOFTENERS GMK

AMS LTD Decorating Services
Water softener repairs (all makes)

No call-out charge INTERIOR ¢ EXTERIOR ¢ PLASTERING

Can fully recondition with a guarantee Friendly Prompt & Efficient Service
New softeners supplied and installed Owver 25 Years Experience

10 years guarantee Fully Insured
E-mail: info@amsmayfair.co.uk Call Gary On:
Tel: 01256 768171 « Mob: 07836 247694 (01256) 329138 07767446834

LEWIS

. HEATING & PLUMBING
To ad.v.ertlse here contaCt We are a local reliable family business and strive to A
advertising@basinga.org.uk | |whicw) povieoststandingcustomersenviceaworkmanship; - P

Endorsed by Which Trusted traders. Py

Telephone: 01256 413716
Mobile: 07804 0320889

email: mark.lewis97@ntlworld.com
web: lewisheatingandplumbing.co.uk

B&M FENCING

Panels Reclaimed Sleepers Loose Aggregates / Bulk Bags
Trellis Softwood Sleepers
Concrete Post Oak Sleepers

Sharp Sand 10mm Gravel

Closeboard Panels Decking Building Sand 20mm Gravel

Ballast Grano Dust
Natural Sandstone Turf Mot Type 1 Decorative Stone

Porcelain paving Topsoil
Paving Slabs Landscape Bark

i Block Salt
Block Paving Compost Mon-Fri Fencing S

Fitting Service Tablet Salt
7.45 - 5pm Free Estimates Calor Gas

Delivery Available

01256 762739

www.bmfencing.co.uk i -
enquires@bmfencing.co.uk :7 »
Reading Road, Hook ,Hants ,RG27 9DB i S




OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH

We had a very successful stand again at the Carnival in June. All the
children who came to join in really enjoyed it.

We begin August with a Church Lunch on Wednesday, 5th from
12.30 t0 2.30pm

Coffee and Craft morning 10.00am to noon. Come along for a drink
and a chat while catching up with your knitting or whatever is your
favourite.

The Welcome Tearoom, which we run jointly, in St Mary’s Parish Room is on Friday
afternoons, 7th and 21st from 2.00pm to 4.00pm.

The Youth Hub will be back in September when term starts again.
Our Sunday Services starting at 10.30am are as follows :-
2nd August led by Mr Chris Marsh
9th August led by Mrs Paddy Jose
16th August led by Rev. Helen Watson
23rd August led by Rev. Barbara Mclntivey to include Holy Communion
30th August led by Mr Chris Marsh

We serve coffee/tea and biscuits after service and all are welcome to join us for any
occasion.

OLD BASING
METHODIST
CHURCH

OLD BASING WI

Did you go to the carnival? Did you see the Old Basing WI potato
heads,and more importantly, did you get your crisps? Many
thanks to Newlyn's Farm, Tesco Chineham, Morrisons and Iceland
(Basingstoke), for the donation of crisps, which allowed us to give

out over 500 packets to everyone. Did you
INSPIRING WOMEN come and visit our stall? Maybe you came
to purchase one of our lovely cakes or just to say “Hello”? We are §
always happy to see you. )

Our meeting for July is always our “Garden Party”, which this
year consisted of a ploughman’s lunch, followed by some lovely &
desserts, made by members. We enjoyed an opportunity to catch §
up and get to know our newer members. We enjoyed a visit to the ==
King’s gallery, in London, to see an exhibition of the oulffits of the late ;
Queen Elizabeth. A member hosted an Ascot Ladies' Day and we OC' ? ‘.
entered a team in the carnival skittles. We visited a local care home &9

to chat with the residents, which was enjoyed by everyone. We
have a trip to the seaside and Stratfield Saye planned for August.

We meet, every first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm, at the
Parish Room, St Mary’s Church. Our next meeting is on the 4th August. All are
welcome to our meetings, and we are always delighted to welcome visitors. Guests are
offered two free meetings, so if you are interested,and want to come and see If you
would like to join our long running and thriving group. Contact our President by email at
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk
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NATURE NOTES FOR AUGUST

Those of you adverse to spiders may have noticed that the hot weather tends to make
them come out of their dark corners, and the big hairy job on the skirting board is probably
a female Giant House Spider coming out to
feed and to breed. Of course, we KNOW that
she is perfectly harmless BUT many people
just can’t abide them. Did you know that there
are 650 species of spiders in the UK of all
shapes and sizes, so when Lorna Guthries
sent in this photo of an almost transparent
Flower Crab spider (photo, left), | considered
it to be an interesting subject. She thought,
and | agreed, that it might have been a
Cucumber Green spider (yep, there is such a
beast) but my resident expert has suggested
the former.

Spiders are what they are, but we all love the
fact that caterpillars turn into beautiful moths and
butterflies, and in their own way they can be quite
attractive insects too. And if you have the right
camera to capture an image that's memorable
then all the better. I'd suggest here is one. Sent to
me by friend Roy Lane from Hatch Lane, it is of a
Puss Moth caterpillar (right) which will become one
of these (below) eventually. This insect feeds on
poplar or privet and apparently when threatened,
opens itself up to display two eye-looking dots
(in other words, I've seen you coming!). Roy’s
research also suggested this grub can squirt formic
acid at its enemy, like that of an ant.

Great newsl!. Three years ago, fundlng
from the Old Basing & Lychpit Carnival
committee allowed me to purchase two
Barn Owl boxes which were duly erected
the following spring in outbuildings at
Hodds and Poors Farm. James Whale,
owner of Poors Farm, excitedly got in
touch in June to say that the box there
has a tenant. Now, we aren’t sure that any
breeding has taken place but the fact that
either a male or female has found it, and

- 1 goes in and out, is a very positive sign.
James managed a photo but as it was 10.00pm and the light was so poor it’'s impossible to
post the image here, so we need an IR version!

| went over there last week and saw the bird briefly enter and exit the barn so it would
require a semi-permanent stake-out to get a better picture of what may be going on. But
it's a positive sign alright.
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If our beloved River Loddon wasn’t suffering enough, the drought has only seen its flow
drop to an alarming level. Years ago, we had river keepers and there was generally more
‘official’ marshalling of stretches of the river but not so now and it falls on everyone of us to
try and do our bit to help. Many residents who live near the river, known as riparian owners,
assume a duty of care to ‘their bit’ of water so to say thank you and to offer some advice to
others who perhaps don’t, OBLEC plan to produce a leaflet drop of what you could do and
possibly follow it with an informal gathering to discuss. Watch out for it.

Rick Bourne

Don’t forget to send all your nature related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk For all your bird food requirements, order from me at
‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an
order or get a form.

YOUR GARDEN IN AUGUST

A hosepipe ban was announced in some areas just before this magazine

Q v went to the printers, and wasn't unexpected. We've been asked to pause
hosepipe use and only use water for drinking, cooking and hygiene. Watering
with a watering can and using stored rainwater is allowed. Here are practical
ways to keep your garden healthy during a ban:

Use water collected in rain barrels or water butts. Reuse "grey water"
from rinsing vegetables or washing up (provided it doesn't contain harsh
chemicals, bleach, or disinfectants). Use cooled bath water.
Prioritize what to water by focussing on: newly planted trees, shrubs, and

perennials; vegetables and fruit that are actively producing; plants in containers and
hanging baskets, which dry out quickly.

Water efficiently, early in the morning or late in the evening to reduce evaporation. Water
deeply and less often rather than giving plants a light daily sprinkle. Direct water at the
base of plants instead of wetting the leaves.

Established trees, shrubs, and lawns can tolerate dry spells better than you might expect.

Mulch generously by applying a 5 to 8cm layer of compost, bark chips, leaf mould and
straw around vegetables. Mulch helps retain soil moisture, suppress weeds, and keep
roots cooler.

Reduce water loss by weeding regularly; weeds compete with your plants for moisture.
Hoe lightly to break up the soil surface and reduce evaporation. Group pots together in
partial shade during hot weather. Add saucers under pots (where appropriate) to catch
excess water.

Let your lawn go dormant rather than trying to keep it green. Raise the mower blades to
leave grass longer, which shades the soil and avoid mowing during very hot, dry periods.
Most lawns recover once rain returns.

Protect vulnerable plants by providing temporary shade, with cloth, fleece, or even old net
curtains during the hottest part of the day for young seedlings, salad crops and recently
planted specimens.

Delay non-essential gardening like planting large shrubs or trees, dividing perennials,
pruning shrubs or laying new turf.
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OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT CARNIVAL

The Carnival proved to be a superb event from start to finish as the sun shone and over
1,000 people came to the Recreation Ground. The colourful procession was a joy to see
and once again was led by the Royal British Legion down the Street to the Recreation
Ground. The winners of the three classes were the Old Basing Nursery School, Old
Basing Cubs and Old Basing Bowls Club.

The judges said: “There were amazing entries and
it showed so much talent, as well as great skill
and enthusiasm. We loved meeting all the groups
and we are so proud of our amazing community.”
Once at the Rec, the Carnival got into full swing
with the procession prizes being presented by
@ guests of honour Mary Oliver and Alan Turton.
There was a multitude of arena events which
: : included The Royal British Legion Band, Old
Basmg Infant School Choir, Linguatastic Language School, Paul Jones Judo, Sing
Now Choir and Hounds of the Morrigan.
Around the arena there were local craft and charity stalls.

New for this year’s Carnival was the Teddy Bear Hospital which was kindly run by the
Oakley Stitchers and proved to be very popular.

Many took the opportunity to try activities such as axe throwing, archery and bowls, as well
as scaling the massive climbing wall.

Jake’s Circus proved a great hit as everyone was
able to try circus skills, while Jake also kept the
. crowds entertained showing just how it should be

_ done. The traditional games proved a big hit as
usual and the football game run by Pat Brace
was won by Isaac Nickerson from Loyalty Lane
and he was delighted with his £50 prize.

: The Classic cars and motorcycles captured the
interest of many young and old. The car trophy
& went to a Vauxhall Cresta 1959 Mid Series. The
&4 motorcycle award was won by an Enfield Sidecar.
It was once again a fun family occasion enjoyed by all.
The yearly carnival is only possible thanks to a friendly band of volunteers who make up
the committee. Planning for the following year literally starts after the current event has
finished. We would love some fresh ideas and faces so if you are interested in joining us
please email oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com.

Everyone is welcome to the Carnival AGM which is on Tuesday, 1st September at the
Lychpit Community Hall starting at 7.00pm.

Next year’s carnival will take place on Saturday, 19th June so save the date now and we
look forward to seeing you all there.

Graham Merry
Carnival Committee member
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Weller Mackrill
Chartered Certified Accountants

A = S EW E I_ L E / and Tax Advisers

www.asewell.co.uks d Accounts - Tax & VAT Returns - PAYE & CIS - IR35 advice
Company formations - Tax planning - Free initial consultation

Weller Mackrill, South Building, Upper Farm, Wootton 5t Lawrence,
Basingstoke, RG23 8PE

Lighting, Electrical & Audio Visual

For a friendly and sensibly priced service
Please ring 01256 782059

E-mail:

All Lighting and Electrical work undertaken including:
- Security & Emergency Lighting

- Interior & Exterior Lighting Design & Installation J":::f%i!f{:rmﬁ:ﬁ‘::';k

- TV, Telephone and Data Distribution :

- Multi-room Audio/Visual

- Alarm Systems, CCTV & Door Access Systems

- Electrical Alterations & Re-wires

'=_.= 01256 329893
wex@ 01258

1 i

g

'n:ET .‘ Heartsmith
Property Services
){ ( ( //

HEARTSM
Prope

| From odd jobs and small fixes to
— ~ standout features
Media Walls
Panelling
Painting and Decorating
@hollyscleaningservices! Flooring and Skirting
Door Hanging and Architrave
Radiators
W Spring Clean I ————— Taps and Toilets
R AR Y Small Repairs
And More...

W General Clean

Deep Clean f Holly's Cleaning Services

/

07936 578238 t
Get in touch today for a free quote

hollyscleaningbusiness

Toweh] ¥ @gmail com vll‘-

‘Basingstole & Surrounding Areas

heartsmithpropertyservices@gmail.com
+44 (0) 7518 303175
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Pest Control

! Wasps nest removal, rat control,
hornets, mice and more.

Taps
Toilets

Industrialware

Carpentry & ]Oi nery Contact us for a FREE estimate

i[9

www.Industrialware.co.uk : .
info@catlinph.co.uk

07770989962
need a painter and decorator?

professional experienced
friendly reliable
affordable pecdecoratingserices fully insured

call us today for a free no obligation quote

01256 334852 07919 358050
pscdecoratingservices@gmail.com

01256 763859
07766 256788

TreeSceneArb@gmail.com

SPINE TEAM

CHIROPRACTIC

Back, Neck or other MSK Pain? Adrian Stan]ey
Experienced Professionals who Listen BSc(Hon) AA Tech Cert

Gordon and Annette Linscott
.spin m.co.uk. 01256 466 666

RIDT E K WE'RE MORE THAN JUST A LEAKY TAP

CATLIN

PLUMBING & HEATING

| 01256 332 775 Boilers Bathrooms
% info@ridte Installations Cloakrooms
Al /“\ Servicing En-suites
y| Chegkatrade Q Breakdowns Shower rooms
Plumbing

All plumbing jobs

Checekatrade

Y 07774 741021
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OLD BASING RBL SOCIAL CLUB

Club Membership is open to all not just the services community.
The club offers: -

Fully Licensed Bar; Sky and TNT sports; Live Entertainment; Function Hall Hire;
Team Events; Free Pool (every Friday evening); Family Friendly; Community.

Upcoming events: -

Meat raffle — Friday, 28th August 8.00pm; Race Night — Saturday, 5th September.
Quiz Night — Saturday, 19th September 7.00pm for 7.30pm

You can contact Tracey on 07437016815 or email secretary@obrbl.club

Follow us on Facebook — Old Basing Royal British Legion Social Club

COMMUNITY GRANT

As your elected Borough Councillors we have a small pot of money ranging from £250 to
£2,000 (up to a maximum of £3,000 if we pool our allocation), available to award to locally
based community groups or charities in our Ward of Basing and Upton Grey. These awards
are governed by strict criteria: www.basingstoke.gov.uk/clir-community-grants

We would love to hear from you if your group or charity is interested in seeking a small
grant, no later than Monday, 14th September by email to clir.kate.tuck@basingstoke.
gov.uk with a brief outline of how much grant you are seeking together with your reasons
to be selected as one of the chosen groups for us to support PRIOR to you submitting the
formal application. We shall then “sift” the brief outlines received and collectively determine
which applications we will support. Sadly, not every application will be successful.

We really look forward to hearing from you and your group and to learning about your
deserving causes and the benefits such a grant would provide to our wonderful community.

Best Wishes,
Cllr Onnalee Cubitt, Clir Sheena Grassi and Clir Kate Tuck

GOOD OLD BASING CHARITY GOLF DAY

The annual Good Old Basing Charity golf day is almost here again and will be held on
Monday, 7th September at Sherfield Oaks golf course.

Please contact me by phone or email for a form if you would like to play in what is our
twenty-second annual event. This year the day will start around 9.30am for coffee and
bacon roll, 18 holes of golf on the Waterloo course from 10.32am, followed by a 2-course
dinner and the prize presentations, all for £67.50 per person. On the day, £10 cash will
get you entry into the par 3s (50-50 split of a cash prize and charitable donation) plus a
strip of raffle tickets.

Partners are cordially invited to come along for the evening at a cost of £21.50. The cost of
the day for members of Sherfield Oaks will be £35.

This golf day is a fun event and is aimed at everyone who lives or works in the Parish of
Old Basing and Lychpit or has friends or family connected with the area.

We look forward to receiving your entry form!
All entries and payments must be in LATEST Monday, 31st August!
Rick Bourne 07900 648675 rickbourne@yahoo.com
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NEWS FROM FRIENDS OF LYCHPIT HALL

Happy birthday quiz night. May saw the third anniversary of quiz
nights in Lychpit Hall. This called for a celebration and a giant birthday
cake was shared amongst 8th May quiz-goers. That night became
a double celebration as we have now transformed your experience
when you visit the hall. Complementing our superb sound system, a
new video projector was delivered on the morning of our May quiz
= night and was put to use immediately. It was ‘brilliant’. Now you can
see what'’s on the large screen, even if you are sitting at the back of
the hall. Please look forward to a much more immersive experience
at future events.

g7 The most recent of Talks@Lychpit Hall featured qualified guide
. Toni sharing her fascinating facts about Winchester Cathedral. It was
: an excellent talk, truly appreciated by the attendees.

Quiz news: The 17th July talk was a riot, with a “school’s out” theme
enjoyed by all. We return on 11th September, 16th October, 13th
e il i November and 18th December.

Talks: Arrive 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. Finish about 8.30pm. Bring friends, drinks, nibbles.
No booking required. The next talks will be held on 26th September, 29th October, 21st
November and 4th December. Look forward to talks on local nature, osteopathy, local
history and more. There is a charge of £3 per person, to cover the cost of hall hire, which
recently increased.

Quizzes: Arrive 7.00pm for 7.30pm start. Finish by 10.30pm. Bring friends, drinks, nibbles
and table decorations. Tickets £5 per person. Book your table for up to six people by
emailing fof.lychpit.hall@gmail.com

OLD BASING CARNIVAL SKITTLES 2026

The Old Basing Carnival skittles tournament took place once again over a three-night
period in early June and attracted 12 teams from across the village. There was an excellent
turnout of players and supporters each night at the Royal British Legion with some close
matches enjoyed by all in this the twenty-fifth year that it's been held.

The final was won by a team from the RBL itself, which was a surprise to them especially
as the lads and lasses that played during the whole event rarely get to play this game
but picked up the new trophy, kindly donated and presented by Carnival chairman Jim
Crowfoot, plus a bottle of Prosecco each too. Among the other teams also taking part in
the event were two from the Men's Breakfast Club, four from Bexmoor Way, one from the
W.I, and two made up mostly from Cavalier Road residents.

Thanks are due to committee members of the RBL for ensuring the skittle alley was set up
and ready for play each night, especially new barman Callum, to Penny Bourne and Julie
Shepherd for running the raffle and to Chris Rushbrook for assisting me with the running
of the event each evening. And of course, well done to all those who entered and had a go
and for their great generosity in purchasing so many raffle tickets!

All this meant that with competition entry fees and proceeds from the nightly raffles, the
Carnival funds benefited with a tasty profit of £248.50.

Rick Bourne-Old Basing RBL
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~9WESTPORT GREY

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 01256 636511

Extensions | Loft Conversions | Renovations | New Builds

-

The Complete

s j
Registered Waste Carrier erv' ce

07721015248 M Residential & commercia

aaronsgs1951@gmail.com o """”‘“d
M Scrubiclearancei&h itﬁmﬁﬁ‘@
W Stumpsiremoved

Lee Quinlan ;:gmgmm ot sty |

We guarantee we can help. Call for professional, friendly advi

Aarons

Garden Services

* Tree/Hedge Care * Fencing Repaired
* Grass Cutting * Strimming ¢ Patios Pressure Cleaned
All Garden Rubbish Cleared * Free Estimates

RRBORICU'LTUR!\L
SPECIALISTS
L

Bathroom & Kitchen Fitter
“You buy it and I'll fit it”

All associated work undertaken:
Plumbing, Tiling, Plastering, Flooring,
Woodwork & Electrical.
tel: 01256 811830
email: enquiry@leequinlan.co.uk
web: leequinlan.co.uk

Teams all over Hampshire, Surrey, Sussex & the South:

01256 763 162

Visit our website for images, video footage, o
client lists and more: |

www.cedardale.co.uk

Checkatrade.com
Whare reputation matters
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| OAKLEY DFEN o - Som MONDAY - FRIDAY -
ARP > RE | CLOSED WED| y 7
: T E : BAS'"GSTOKE

CARPETS, VINYL, WOOD, LAMINATE, BEDS, DINING SETS,
LOUNGE FURNITURE, BEDROOM FURNITURE, STUDY

Containers are
located at the
entrance to

ou want it FAST call

If you want FUHNI‘I‘UHE and H
in‘and see it, feel it and take away today or use
our FREE local deliverv service

CAHPET EDGING SERVICE CAHRIED Dl.IT N OUR BTDRE

ORDER RUGS ANY SIZE TO SUIT YOUR ROOM
www,oakley-furnishing co.uk

Annual Boiler Service
Installation and Repairs

07717741999 01256 782202
Nick@njpheating.com

°
NJP Heating Services

REGISTER
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BASINGSTOKE ART HOUSE GALLERY

The Art House Gallery at Festival Place has become a vibrant addition to Basingstoke’s
cultural scene, and thanks to its popularity, it will now remain open until 30th September.
J Situated in the former GAP unit on the upper level between
the Apple Store and Costa Coffee, the gallery has breathed
new life into an empty retail space, transforming it into a
welcoming destination for creativity, inspiration and community
: engagement. Supported by the charity The Artist’s Window,
«4 the initiative was established to showcase the work of talented
artists from the area while creating meaningful connections
between artists and the public.

Since opening in early April, the gallery has attracted a steady
stream of visitors eager to explore an impressive collection
created by more than 25 local artists. The exhibition features
. a diverse mix of original paintings, photography, hand-crafted
pieces and artisan crafts, alongside a selection of affordable art-inspired gifts, including
prints, greetings cards, mugs, coasters and other unique keepsakes.

The Art House Gallery has provided an important platform for local organisations and
emerging talent. It has showcased artwork by students from Queen Mary’s College (QMC),
hosted the Annual Basingstoke Camera Club Exhibition, and supported the Basingstoke
Festival by staging two festival events. The decision to extend the gallery’s residency
reflects the overwhelming support it has received since opening. Its success demonstrates
the value of providing spaces where local creativity can flourish, independent artists can
thrive, and the community can come together through a shared appreciation of the arts.

More than simply an exhibition space, the Basingstoke Art House Gallery has become a
celebration of local talent, imagination and the creative spirit that continues to enrich the
town.

ROTARY SHOE-BOX APPEAL

As we look ahead to Christmas 2026, it's time to start planning what
can go into your shoebox — and you can begin collecting items now.
Just a few items a week will fill your box. Items should be new or as
new please. Ideas of what you can put in your box are for:

Playing - ball, skipping rope, small games, cards, dominoes,
harmonicas/recorders, cars, small toys, Cuddly toy. Writing - pens,
pencils, sharpener, notebook, colouring book, puzzle book. Wearing
— hat, gloves, scarf, socks, hair accessories, jewellery (Items need to be new or in good or
as new condition) Washing - soap, toothbrush, flannel, sponge.

We ask for a financial contribution for each box for ever increasing transport cost. TBA

Please No — liquids, war toys or war books, batteries/operated items, sharp items, broken
items, food or sweets, large toys, large clothes or shoes, also nothing religious, political
or racial.

Collect for either Boys or Girls, ages: 1-3, 4-7, 8-11, 12-15.

Saturday, 5th September, we will be in Festival Place, come and pick up your free
Christmas shoeboxes ready for you to fill with goodies for these special children.
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( DIARY DATES FOR AUGUST 2026 )
For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 18/19

August

Sat1  10.00am - 1.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at Noticeboard.

Mon 3 2.00pm NWR meeting. Please see Basinga Extra for details.
Tue4 7.30pm Old Basing WI meeting in the Parish Room, St. Mary's.
Thu6 7.30pm Branch meeting, at Old Basing RBL Jack Morris Hall.

Members and guests welcome.

Mon 10 6.00pm Deadline for September Basinga copy to Editor. Page 3.

Tue 11 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting at the Recreation Ground.
Wed 12 11.00am - 4.00pm Basing House — Complete Introduction to Felt Making.
7.45pm BDRS meeting: The Great Central Railway.

Thu20 9.30am - 11.30am OBLEC — Chalk Stream Investigation. See page 17.
Sat22 10.00pm - 5.00pm Hampshire Open Studios start. See page 16 for details.

Mon 24 7.30pm Mill Field Conservation Group AGM. Barton's Mill.
Wed 26 7.45pm BDRS meeting: The Dick Sansbury Collection.
Thu 27 2.00pm - 4.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at Noticeboard.
8.00pm Basing House — Hampshire Wildlife Trust Bat Walk.
Fri28 8.00pm RBL Social Club Meat Raffle. See page 27 for details.
Mon 31 1.30pm Annual Duck Race at Barton's Mill, Old Basing. Page 10.
6.00pm Deadline for entries to Good Old Basing Golf Day. P 27.
September
Tue 1 7.00pm Carnival AGM at Lychpit Community Hall. See page 24.
Wed 2 10.00am Deadline for entries for Village Show. See page 5.
Sun6 2.30pm Old Basing and Lychpit Village Show public viewing.
Mon7 9.30pm Good Old Basing Golf Day at Sherfield Oaks.
C BASINGA EXTRA )

Have you ever tried looking at the online version of the Basinga? Basinga Extra is found
at www.basinga.org.uk and has all you find in the printed version but even more local
information and articles. You can find old editions of the Basinga going all the way back
to 2018! The following articles, that we unfortunately couldn't find room for in this printed
version of Basinga, can be found there.

Basingstoke and District Railway Society National Women's Register
Bees in August Pop-Up Play Village
Sandham Memorial Chapel
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TRILBYS
OLD BASING

BOOKINGS AVAILABLE ON
www.trilbysbarbershop.nearcut.com
01256 357333

GENTS AND LADIES HAIRDRESSERS
CASH & CONTACTLESS ACCEPTED

FREE PARKING
44 BELLE VUE ROAD, OLD BASING, RG24 71U

LKM

07776 303791
0800 246 1223

The Boiler & Bathroom ‘
Replacement Specialists

o™ NEIL INKLEY V8

SPECIALIST IN FENCING, TURFING,
PATIOS ALSO GENERAL GARDEN WORK
including Lawns, Hedges, Clearance,
and Pressure Cleaning

Local References Free Estimates

01256 882108 or 07768 105488

mﬁ OUTSTANDING
- N VETERINARY CARE
The Barn ON YOUR DOORSTEP!
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Syencer & ‘Peyton Ltcf

Our family s r
family for ﬁ‘;uar\

3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons

380 Wumng Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256761717

Trading Standards approved

24 Hours

funerals@spencerandpeyton.co.uk

www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk
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' 01256 355556

wwew theflowergirflorist.couk
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@ BASINGA

EDITOR: Lyn Caswell, 1 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07909 962141
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 07723 022707
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187

ADVERTISING MANAGER: advertising@basinga.org.uk

ADVERTISING ASSISTANT: Alan Renwick, 3 Almond Close, Old Basing 01256 326155
DISTRIBUTION:

Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 07790 279954
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07816 659189

® OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK: Kate Hope 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground

Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

@ CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)

ASSISTANT CURATE: Rev'd Helen Holley 07541 698235
email: curate@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary's Church, Old Basing
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist

OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am — Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and
Friday, 8.45am — Morning Prayer

Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd Claire Simpson 01256 323103

email: revclaire72@btinternet.com
SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic

PRIEST: Fr. John Lee 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke

SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm
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]\\( For straightforward
e solutions and

Private Finance a p rof ess iOI.l al
smooth service,
GET IN TOUCH

Your local
mortgage broker

I am Jordan Willis, the JW of JW Private Finance; your local mortgage broker
living in Old Basing. | support clients throughout the UK with a strong focus on
Hampshire, Berkshire, Surrey & Greater London. Together with an excellent
team, | help people find the best solutions for their borrowing.

The business is built upon referrals and recommendations.

Buy to bridging 8 OW CAN WE HELP?
Lets Finance ' )
* ok Book a freeconsultation

with us today

Commercial Development J Telephone

Mortgages Finance 0203 879 1754

Hokok
Direct line

07882 839273

Residential Second :
- Email

Mortgages
s Mortgage jordan@jwprivatefinance.co.uk

*The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) does not regulate most buy-to-let mortgages. **Regulated bridging loans
are available by referral only. ***The FCA does not regulate commercial mortgages. ****Your home may be
repossessed if you do not keep up with repayments on your mortgage.

JW Private Finance Ltd is an appointed representative of Rosemount Financial Solutions (IFA) Ltd, authorised dl"ld
regulated by the Financia uthority, (FRN 53 ) red in England and s (Compan 3
944430). Registered add 71-75 Shelton Street, London WC2H 9JQ. Information contained in this brochure is
intended for UK customers ect to the UK regulatc




Crusade
GLE/IN’NG SER I/IGES

Based in Old Basing, our services

include:

Domestic and commercial
Window cleaning
Conservatory roof cleaning
Gutter and down pipe clearance
Soffit, facias and gutter cleaning

Pressure washing
Contact us for a free quotation

01256 766899

www.crusadecleaning.co.uk




