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This month's topical cover photograph, The Peacock Butterfly, is by Jim Andrews. Further 
information can be found on page 28; Nature Notes. Thanks too, to Alan Morris and Philip 
Hunt for their views of the village, which will appear in a future edition of Basinga.
The Basinga Committee would like to recruit an Advertising Manager to replace the 
current volunteer who has left the area. The role includes, but is not limited to: recruitment 
and maintenance of our advertisers and their adverts; driving the renewal process in the 
last quarter of the year; liaising with the editor, treasurer and our printer to ensure timely 
delivery of the monthly magazine. Advertisers, as you can read below, are the life-blood 
of this magazine, and need to be 'looked after' carefully. If you are interested in joining the 
team in this role, or any other, or have any questions about this, or any other 'jobs', then 
please e-mail the editor at: editor@basinga.org.uk

APRIL COVER PHOTO, NOTES AND NEWS

The very last date for copy to the Editor for the May edition is 6.00pm on Friday, 10th 
April, although we do welcome copy in advance of this date. Please use the forms 
on the Basinga website www.basinga.org.uk to get your dates, articles and letters to us. 
Don’t forget that we only accept articles with about a 300-word maximum: articles 
may be edited and are published at the Editor's discretion.
Our Privacy Policy is available to read on the website which includes the GDPR requirements 
for publishing photographs. Contact names, telephone numbers and e-mail addresses for 
all our volunteer 'managers' are listed on page 34.
All advertisements in the magazine and website are inserted in good faith and the Basinga 
Management Committee accepts no responsibility for any statement, omission or errors 
made by the advertisers; nor does it endorse the products or services advertised. The 
views and opinions expressed in the Basinga are those of the organisations, individuals 
and authors concerned and not necessarily those of the Basinga Management Committee.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BASINGA

We now have a web form that you can use to send any photograph for the website archive 
and possible use in the magazine: go to www.basinga.org.uk and the form can be found 
on the 'Contributors Submission' menu. Should you wish to submit multiple photos, or a 
photo is too 'large', they can be emailed directly: editor@basinga.org.uk

PHOTOS AND LOGOS FOR THE BASINGA

OUR ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers are well-established and most of them have been with us for a long time, 
are reliable and would welcome your custom. In order to maintain the production and free 
distribution of this magazine, we need to maintain our base of advertisers. If you know of 
any business wishing to promote themselves in this area, please suggest they get in touch 
and advertise with us. It also helps us if you can mention seeing their advert in Basinga.
Our website www.basinga.org.uk has a list of our advertisers, either alphabetically or by 
page: from the home page choose 'OUR ADVERTISERS', then select 'CONTRACT ADS' 
to list our advertisers alphabetically.  For Free Ads visit Basinga Extra and fill out the form 
under 'Advertising with us".
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Old Basing gymnast aims for the Olympics – and he’s working hard to get there
Benji Goudie is 13 years old, has lived in Old Basing his 
whole life. He competes in Men’s Artistic Elite Gymnastics, 
training 25 hours every week at Basingstoke Gymnastics 
Club; all while keeping up with school. Gymnastics isn’t 
just a hobby it’s his passion, commitment, and dream. He 
competes for the South Region and travels across the 
country for competitions. His ultimate goal – to represent 
Great Britain at the Olympics.
Benji writes: I know it will take years of hard work, discipline, 
and countless hours in the gym — but I’m ready for that 
challenge. This summer, our gymnastics club has an 
incredible opportunity to attend a high‑level training camp 
in Portugal. Camps like this help gymnasts learn from 
international coaches, perfect their skills, and take a huge 
leap forward in their development. But the cost is high and 
that’s where I’m hoping my community might be able to help.
Benji’s Car Wash. Every Saturday, his only day off training, 
he’s launched his own car‑washing business to raise money 
towards the Portugal camp. Here’s what’s on offer: Exterior 
wash & wax – £10 or Full inside clean – just £5 extra
If you’d like your car looking spotless, I'd be incredibly 
grateful for your support. Every wash gets me one step closer 
to training with some of the best. You can book a spot by 
calling or texting: 07866474857.  Even if you don’t need your 
car cleaned, it would mean the world to me if you followed 
my gymnastics journey on Instagram (Benji_gymnast). 
You can see my training, competitions, skill progress, and 
everything I’m working towards. Thank you so much for taking the time to read my story — 
and for supporting young athletes like me. Benji

LOCAL RISING STAR

ST. MARY'S YOUTH HUB
Great fun was had by all who came along to the Pancake Races at 
St Mary’s on Shrove Tuesday. Congratulations to Jacob (pictured, left) 
who successfully managed to run and flip his pancake 62 times! A huge 
thank you to all who volunteered at the event, particularly Phil & Penny 
who cooked (to order) in excess of 100 delicious pancakes!
We’re now planning another children’s event for the Easter holidays 
(Tuesday, 7th April) with an Easter theme; see the St Mary’s church 
noticeboards and website for further details. 

The Youth Hub is a joint initiative between St Mary’s Church & Old Basing Methodist Church 
which we are looking to develop further in the coming months. All school-aged children are 
invited to pop along and pick up a pastry on a Tuesday afternoon after school (pastries 
kindly donated by the Community Foodlink and available from 3.15pm).
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Annual Parish Meeting 2026 : Discover the Stories Behind Our Parish
You’re warmly invited to the Annual Parish Meeting, taking place at the Old Basing Royal 
British Legion Social Club on Thursday, 30th April, with refreshments served from 
7.00pm and the meeting starting at 7.30pm.
This is a chance for residents to come together, hear updates on local projects, and share 
ideas for the future of our community. Whether you’re curious about how decisions are made 
or simply want to stay informed, the evening promises to be engaging and informative.
We’re delighted to welcome guest speakers from the Victoria County History team—an 
ambitious research project that has been documenting the rich history of English counties 
since 1899. Their work brings together archival research, local knowledge, and historical 
insight to build a detailed picture of how places like Old Basing have evolved over time. 
Expect fascinating glimpses into our village’s past and the people who shaped it.
Come along and be part of a conversation that connects our heritage with the future. No 
booking required—just turn up and take part.
Your Ideas Belong at the Council Table
Our village thrives when local people get involved, 
and there’s always room for new perspectives. If 
you’ve ever found yourself wondering how decisions 
are made about our green spaces, community 
projects, or the facilities we all rely on, becoming a 
Parish Councillor is a meaningful way to play a part.
Parish Councillors are ordinary residents who care 
about the place they call home. They listen, ask 
questions, and help shape practical improvements 
that benefit everyone. You don’t need qualifications or prior experience—just a willingness 
to engage, learn, and contribute a little time.
If you’re passionate about keeping our village welcoming, well‑looked‑after, and 
forward‑thinking, this could be a rewarding way to make a real difference. To explore what 
the role involves, get in touch with the Parish Office and start a conversation about how you 
might help guide the future of our community.
Meetings for April 2026
The Full Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, 7th April at 7.30pm. There 
will also be a meeting of the Planning & Development Committee on Tuesday, 21st April at 
7.30pm.  Please let us know if you wish to attend but you are unable to manage the stairs 
to the meeting room, to enable us to make alternative arrangements.
Dates for all future meetings are detailed on our website and noticeboards.
Parish Clerk: Mrs Kate Hope
Address: The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, 
	   The Street, Old Basing, RG24 7DA
Telephone: 01256 462847 
Office Hours:  Mon – Thurs 10am to 12 noon
Contact: clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk      Web: www.oldbasing.gov.uk

mailto:clerk@oldbasing.gov.uk
http://www.oldbasing.gov.uk
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OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT VILLAGE SHOW
Spring is here (touch wood) and there’ll be lots of things 
to do in the garden! It’s time to start planning what to 
plant and where, if you haven’t done so already. With 
some work, some luck and good weather, the fruits of 
your labour will pay off later in the year and hopefully 
you’ll have some exhibits to put into the Show on 
Sunday, 6th September.
This year we’ve introduced a class for a basket of five  
fruit and/or vegetables (one of each) and a class for a 
pair of beefsteak tomatoes. Beefsteak tomatoes are 
fun to grow, very tasty, and there are some varieties 
that can be grown in a sheltered spot outdoors if you 

don’t have a greenhouse. One tomato can often be enough to feed the whole family with 
some left over. We’ve  added a class for single dahlias (three blooms, one or more cultivars) 
alongside the regular dahlia entries. And there are classes for annual flowers including 
sunflowers and rudbeckias although we also allow perennial rudbeckias to be entered. 
There are over 50 classes for those with green fingers, covering flowers, fruit, herbs, 
vegetables and house plants plus, of course, lots more classes in the other sections of 
the Show including the section for children of all ages up to and including 15. The website: 
www.oblvs.org.uk has details of all of these plus guidelines to assist those exhibiting.
This year we will again be sharing a plant stall at the St Mary’s Flower Festival in May, so if 
you have any left-over seedlings or plants that you would like to donate to the sale, please 
contact us (details on the website).
Finally, we now have our own Facebook page; search for OldBasingLychpitShow 
Happy growing and let’s hope the weather is kind!

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
Clair Fuller was our very interesting speaker for our March meeting. Clair is a published 
author and was able to tell us how she got into writing, show us her books and explain 
about how they came about. 
We try to vary the times of day we arrange outings for, as some of our younger members 
are still working. We have enjoyed making cushions for the Pink Place. These are given 
to ladies who have had breast surgery and is something that has impacted a number of 
members, and their family members, and we are looking forward to working further with 
this local organisation.
Members have a weekly meeting for coffee, which is very popular and well attended.  Once 
a month members meet for lunch, again very popular.  We have a “knit & natter” group, 
hosted by members in their homes. Members also meet once a month for a craft session.
We meet, every first Tuesday of the month 7.30pm, at the Parish Room, St Mary’s 
church. Our next meeting is on the 7th April.  All are welcome to our meetings. Guests are 
offered 2 free meetings, so if you are interested, and want to come and see If you would 
like to join our long running and thriving group.  Please contact our President by email at 
oldbasingpres@hampshirewi.org.uk

Frances Skinner
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FRIENDS OF LYCHPIT HALL – QUIZZES AND TALKS
QUIZZES - Mark your diaries. Popular quiz nights continue: 8th May; 12th June; 17th 
July; 11th September; 16th October; 13th November and 18th December. Arrive 7.15pm. 
7.30pm start. Booking is essential; email: fof.lychpit.hall@gmail.com Bring drinks, 
nibbles and table decorations and enjoy.
TALKS – Upcoming Talks@Lychpit_Hall: 
Wednesday, 8th April – Twinkle, twinkle, massive stars, ever wondered what they 
are?  The Universe in reverse, today to the beginning of time. A fascinating journey 
backwards through time—from today’s galaxies to first moments after Big Bang. We’ll 
reconstruct the universe’s past, birth of stars, glow of cosmic microwave background and 
mysteries surrounding the origin of space-time itself. For curious minds with no specialist 
background, review discoveries, evidence and unanswered questions at the very edge of 
human knowledge.
Saturday, 30th May – Fascinating facts about Winchester Cathedral.
Saturday, 26th September – in planning.   Thursday, 29th October - Osteopathy helps 
rugby players and steel workers; what can it do for you? 
Arrive 7.15pm. 7.30pm start. Finish ~8.30pm. Bring friends, drinks, nibbles. Tickets £2 
per head. Have a subject you’d love to talk about? Contact fof.lychpit.hall@gmail.com

It has been quite a while since we have written in 
The Basinga. The main reason for this is that we lost 
a member of our team at the end of last year. Martin 

Biermann, husband to Chansopha (founder of our language school) and father to Fiona 
(headteacher), died just before Christmas. It had been a tough Autumn term as right up until 
his life-limiting diagnosis of two brain tumours, Martin, whilst not one of the main teaching 
staff, had been an active member of Linguatastic. In September, he had to withdraw from 
his Deutschklub Assistant duties and Chansopha had ended up becoming his full-time 
carer, meaning that she too, was temporarily out of action from Linguatastic activities.

Those who have been connected to Linguatastic for many years 
will have no doubt at some point encountered Martin. He’d often 
be present, carrying a banner or taking photos or getting roped 
into some job at community events like the Old Basing and 
Lychpit Carnival. 
Those who have lived in the parish for several decades, may well 
also remember how, for many years, Martin sat on Old Basing 
Parish Council (before Chineham became its own parish). He 
was also mayor of Basingstoke and Deane in 2012-2013.

He was a passionate internationalist and very much believed that communication is the 
key to harmony. He was a strong supporter of the work of Linguatastic, not only what we do 
teaching children (and adults) languages, but also teaching them to be kind to one another 
and the planet.
We shall miss him dearly and shall be eternally grateful for his love, support and belief in 
us.  Should you wish to leave a message and/or donate to causes close to his heart, please 
visit: martinbiermann.muchloved.com

LINGUATASTIC LANGUAGE SCHOOL

mailto:fof.lychpit.hall@gmail.com
mailto:fof.lychpit.hall@gmail.com
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THE MILL FIELD CONSERVATION GROUP
You may have noticed that The Mill Field has been a hive of activity during March.

At the last work party of the winter 2025-
2026 season, we built a Bug Hotel, pictured 
left. The community really pulled together 
and donated various bits and pieces which 
enabled this project to take place.  We all 
had a great time! We were also clearing 
more dogwood and constructing some dead 
hedges around the Bug Hotel.  Dead hedges 
offer great shelter to birds, hedgehogs and 
insects.   
Special thanks to all of our volunteers who 
have supported us: without your efforts the 
reserve wouldn’t be the wonderful green 
space that we can all enjoy. 
We also hosted two Corporate Work Parties.  
They were concentrating on clearing 
dogwood and laying some new sleepers on 
the lower path.
Thanks to Old Basing and Lychpit Parish 
Council we have managed to secure a CIL 

(Community Infrastructure Levy) grant of £2553.  We will be looking to carry out a project 
in the coming months to replace some of the rotten sleepers around the site. We have also 
been fortunate in obtaining a Councillor Community Grant run by Basingstoke & Deane 
Borough Council of £267 to purchase some more dormouse nest boxes.
Our resident nature expert Jim Andrews has arranged a Bird Song Walk on Saturday, 
25th April, meeting at the play area in the Mill Field at 7.00am.  All are welcome. It’s a 
great way to see and hear some of the residents of the Mill Field in all their glory. Please 
check our Facebook page for any last-minute change of plan.
What’s around this month: 
With spring underway watch out for the very early migrants: visibly the swallow and also 
you should be able to hear the breeding Blackcap and Chiffchaff singing.Other birds to 
listen out for are from the finch family – Bull Finch, Gold finch and Greenfinch. There is a 
last chance to see the Fieldfare or Brambling before they head north.
Another sign of spring are the first butterflies of the year, such as Brimstone, Small 
Tortoiseshell, Peacock and Red Admiral and maybe Orange Tip or Holly Blue as the supply 
of their food builds up.
With longer days you should also see some of the mammals moving through the field, such 
as the roe deer or a fox.
Remember we have a Facebook page, search for “Mill Field Conservation Group”, there 
you will find posted events, photos of wildlife and other information will be shared.
Email: millfieldnature@gmail.com                      Facebook: Mill Field Conservation Group

Karen Macklin
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Spring has sprung and the young people of Old Basing Scout Group 
are massively looking forward to leaping into the opportunities that 
the warmer weather and lighter evenings are due to bring. 
Our Squirrels have been taking advantage of the new season by 
getting out and about at their Squirrel Fun Day. Over the course of 
the day they got to give many fun Scouting Skills a try including Fire 
Lighting (below), Soft Archery below right), Backwoods Cooking and 

much more. Next term they are excited to 
get outside even more for fun games and 
activities.
The Beavers have been celebrating having 
recently attended a 40th Birthday Party 
for the section which opened in 1986. 
Additionally, this year also marks 5 years 
of Squirrels and 110 years of Cubs. They 
have also been getting out and about with 
a hike to Olivers for some tasty chips as 
well as welcoming the RNLI to join them 
for a meeting.
Our Cubs have also been busy learning and practising new skills including First Aid, 
Leadership (where the older Cubs ran their own meeting) and navigation through 
Scavenger Hunts and a fun activity called Extreme Mopping. 
Next term, the Cubs are excited about 
multiple opportunities to Camp, participate 
in tournaments and get outside during 
their weekly meetings.
Finally, the Scouts have also been 
taking advantage of the better weather 
by exploring local woods to perfect their 
map skills (or at least get from point A to 
B without getting hopelessly lost.) (picture 
right), and at the local allotments receiving 
instruction around a raised bed (far right).
Both Troops also met up for one of their favourite activities – building a massive fire and 
cooking food over it. 
In the Spring and Summer our Scouts have numerous adventures to look forward to from 
camps to boat trips to expeditions. It’s an incredibly exciting time at Old Basing Scout 
Group.
It’s the perfect time to Spring into a new Adventure with Old Basing Scout. We are always 
looking for new people to join in the fun – young and old. If you’re interested or want more 
information, then please contact us by email: group@oldbasingscouts.org.uk 
You can also find us on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn at ‘Old Basing Scout Group’ 
where we post regular updates on what we get up to.

Danny Evans

OLD BASING SCOUT GROUP
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Spring has arrived, the grass is growing, there is plenty to be done. This month’s Working 
Parties will be on Saturday, 11th April at 10.00am (the second Saturday of the month to 
avoid Easter) and Thursday, 23rd April at 2.00pm – meet by the PIOCC noticeboard at 
the entrance to the Conservation Area.  We look forward to seeing our regular volunteers 
and new participants.  We will give you a warm welcome.  Just turn up in gardening clothes 
and bring gloves.  The tools are provided.  Our Saturday morning sessions last about three 
hours (with a coffee break and chance to relax) and Thursday afternoons about two hours.  
On Tuesday, 14th April, we will hold our short AGM followed by Margaret & Tim Carr’s 
illustrated talk on “Spring in the Greek Islands” in St Mary’s Parish Room at 8.00pm.  
Come and find out what we do.  We would love new ideas, perhaps you would like to join 
our Committee, help with our conservation work and do your bit to help the planet.  
The Conservation Area is a community space for 
everyone to enjoy. The primroses (right) are flowering 
giving quite a show, and the spring butterflies on the 
wing. These include Peacocks, Brimstones, Small 
Tortoiseshells, Red Admirals, Holly Blues, Speckled 
Woods and Orange-tips, all of which can be seen in the 
Conservation Area if you are lucky on a sunny spring 
day. The birds are singing as they start nesting. Hopefully 
they are taking up residence in our nest boxes. Why not 
come and see what you can find?  The Conservation Area is a community space for all to 
enjoy. The WI seat is a lovely spot for quiet contemplation.
For further information please email Tim Carr, Chairman:  tim@tmcarr.net

Margaret Carr  www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

CHURCHYARD CONSERVATION GROUP

The summer season is about to start at Old Basing Tennis Club and membership is open 
for the next 12 months. If you, your family, or friends are interested in a casual  hit, playing 
at club nights with others, coaching, drills  or playing in league matches, look at our website 
to see how to join the club: www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/oldbasingtennisclub or email 
obtc.information@gmail.com

You can play twice to get to know the club, 
before you join.
Come along to any of these mix-in sessions 
which happen every week. No need to book.
•	 Wednesday, 1st April: Club afternoon 		
		 starts at	 2.30pm.
•	 Friday, 3rd April: Club night at 6.00pm		
		 until dusk.
•	 Sunday, 5th April: Club morning begins 	
		 at 10.00am.

We’re located on the Recreation Ground in Old Basing, off Riley Lane.

ANYONE FOR TENNIS? – OLD BASING TENNIS CLUB
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WHAT'S ON ADVERTS
OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Can we help you? Do you need transport to an appointment or collection of a prescription?
Just give Old Basing And Lychpit Good Neighbours a call on 0333 0440116.

PLOUGHMAN'S LUNCHES
Ploughman's Lunches take place in the Parish Room of St. Mary's Church on the third 
Thursday of the month, except August when we have a break. Booking is required by 
phoning: 07946 596778. Doors open at 12.25pm and there is no end time. This month's 
lunch is on Thursday, 16th April, and the following lunch on Thursday, 21st May.

BASINGSTOKE CONCERT BAND
presents a SPRING CONCERT: ‘Around the World in 80 Minutes’ at Sherfield-on-
Loddon Village Hall on  Saturday, 25 April , 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
Tickets costing £10 (U16 free) can be purchased from band members, at the door or 
visit: ticketlab.co.uk/event/id/37529# Join us for Around the World in 80 Minutes and 
experience music from across the globe – all without leaving your seat.

BASINGSTOKE VETERANS CLUB
We are here, at the Carnival Hall, Church Road, Basingstoke, every Monday from 
10.00am to 11.30am. Please drop by for a Cuppa and a Chat.

PARISH LIFE WITH PETALS – 16TH AND 17TH MAY, 11.00AM – 4.00PM
Plans are now well underway for St Mary’s Flower Festival & Open Gardens 
and we are really looking forward to welcoming as many of you as possible. 
This promises once again to be a truly memorable event, being a celebration 
for all ages of our beautiful parish, with singing from both the Infants & 
Junior School Choirs, a barbecue and refreshments/afternoon teas on offer 

from The Welcome Tea Room. Our popular teddy zip wire from the top of the church tower 
will be available at selected times across the weekend!
Calling All Community Groups/Local Businesses
Would you like to either enter a display along the Parish Life with Petals theme 
or sponsor a flower arrangement? The Festival is expected to attract a large number 
of visitors over the weekend and is an ideal opportunity to encourage new members or 
promote your group/business. Displays cost £10 to enter or alternatively arrangements can 
be sponsored from £25.
Open Gardens
An opportunity to visit some of the unique and unusual gardens around Old Basing and 
maybe get some ideas and tips for your own garden. Several local residents have kindly 
agreed to open their gardens over the weekend and will be on hand to offer advice.
Booklets (£10 per adult which includes a cream tea) will be available from the church 
during the weekend or can be bought in advance at The Welcome Tea Room (17th April, 
1st & 15th May).
Alternatively please contact Debbie, Church administrator by phone: 07541 698235 or 
email her at: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

ST. MARY'S FLOWER FESTIVAL AND OPEN GARDENS
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REFLECTION

Easter is a time of renewal.  It follows a time of spring cleaning, when it becomes 
warm, light, and dry enough to properly clean everything that has gathered dirt and 
dust through the winter.  In our gardens we dust off lawn mowers (praying that they 
will start), clear away all the old growth and make space for new plants to grow.  
For runners and cyclists, it is a chance to get in those longer runs and rides, perhaps 

preparing for a challenge like the London Marathon or the 
London to Brighton ride.
It is also a time for spiritual renewal.  Light and warmth gives 
us a chance to chase away the winter blues and think anew 
about how we want to live our lives.  In our Lent discussion 
group we explored the story of Jesus and the Samaritan 
woman.  She meets him at Jacob’s well as she goes to draw 
water for her village.  Their discussion moves from physical 
thirst – the need for water to drink – to spiritual thirst – what 
will satisfy the soul, the entire being.  She asks for this living 
water.

The next thing we know, she goes to tell everyone about her life and this experience.  
So many are inspired by the ‘living water’ welling up in her – that spiritual renewal - 
that Jesus’ quick stop to quench his physical thirst becomes a two day stay.   
At this time of spring cleaning and physical renewal, make sure you take the time for 
your spiritual renewal – in the new light and warmth of the season – what is that gives 
you life and purpose?

Colin

APRIL AT OLD BASING METHODIST CHURCH
The ongoing Lent study group has been well-attended and greatly enjoyed. 
We have also just enjoyed a Lent lunch of delicious homemade soup and 
very light jam sponge pudding and custard. There is no date planned for 
another meal as yet but I’m sure there will be an excuse for another soon.
We have our lunchtime Cameo session on Tuesday, 21st April from 

11.30am to 1.00pm. Bring along some craft to do or show if you wish.
Other  monthly meetings unfortunately will not take place in April for various reasons.  On 
Good Friday, 3rd April, there will be a short time of reflection at 2.30pm with hymns, 
readings and prayers.
Our Sunday Worship starts at 10.30am. The preachers for April are as follows :
Easter Day: 5th Mr. Symons Turner	 12th: Revd.Rachel Borgars
19th: Mrs.Linda Hoe	 26th: Revd.Barbara McIntivey leading Holy Communion

Join us anytime: a warm welcome awaits you.
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REGULAR SERVICES

Sunday		  8.00am 	BCP Communion 
		  9.30am 	Sung Eucharist
Monday 	 8.45am	 Morning Prayer
Tuesday		 8.45am	 Morning Prayer
Wednesday 	 10.00am Holy Communion
Thursday	 8.45am	 Morning Prayer
Friday 		  8.45am	 Morning Prayer

ST. MARY'S CHURCH

All are welcome to join us – please just come along.  If you’d like to join the 9.30am Sunday 
service from home, you can do so via St Mary’s Facebook page. 
You can keep up to date with services and events at St Mary’s via our Facebook page or 
our website: www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
We would love you to join us as we journey together through Holy Week and Easter . 
Sunday, 29th March	 9.30am 	Palm Sunday service 
			   Gather at The Crown Pub car park to process to church at 		
			   9.20am if you would like to join us.
Tuesday, 31st March	 7.00pm	Stations of the Cross
Thursday, 2nd April	 7.00pm 	Maundy Thursday service 
Friday, 3rd April 	 Good Friday 
			   From 12 noon to 1.00pm: an hour of silent reflection; 1.00pm 	
			   to 2.00pm: an hour of music and readings suitable for the 		
			   day; 2.00pm to 3.00pm: a liturgy based on the Cross. Come 	
			   for as long as you are able, arrive and leave when you can.
Saturday, 4th April 	 7.30pm 	Easter Vigil 
Sunday 5th April 	 8.00am 	BCP Holy Communion service 
			   9.30am 	Family Communion service

WEDDINGS AND BAPTISMS AT ST MARY’S
Did you know that if you live in the parish of Old Basing and Lychpit, or have a strong link 
to the parish (what we call a “qualifying connection”) you may be able to marry at St Mary’s. 
Please do get in touch if you’d like to explore the possibility of having your wedding at St 
Mary’s. We also welcome all baptism enquiries.

THE WELCOME TEA ROOM
We are closed on Good Friday, 3rd April, but business as usual on Friday, 17th. Thank 
you to all those who braved the “April shower” on 6th March (including the very soggy 
doggies).  We hope you all managed to dry off a little before your return journeys.
May brings blossom, Flower Festival and Open Gardens (see page 17). The Tea Room 
looks forward to welcoming you between 1.00pm and 4.00pm for a cream tea. Those who 
are purchasing Open Gardens booklets will find a voucher to cover the cost of this. 

http://www.stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
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To advertise here contact 

advertising@basinga.org.uk
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The presentation to the Probus Club of Basingstoke by David Wiggins, 
curator of the Museum of Military Medicine, traced the evolution of 
military medicine from the 17th century to the present day, showing how 
advances in weapons technology continually forced improvements in 
medical care. It began with Oliver Cromwell’s establishment of the Savoy 
Hospital in 1642 after recognising that the previous system of camp 

followers tending to the wounded no longer suited the types of injuries caused by firearms.
Early progress was slow, with many soldiers surviving initial wounds only to die from 
disease. More formal organisation began during the Peninsular Wars, and the Crimean 
War exposed the catastrophic impact of poor sanitation - 4,600 combat injuries compared 
with 20,000 deaths from typhus and typhoid. Florence Nightingale’s reforms reversed 
these trends, influencing later conflicts such as the Boer War.

World War I marked a turning point, with 
industrialised warfare creating new types 
of trauma. Innovations such as casualty 
clearing stations, motorised ambulances, 
many made by Thornycroft of Basingstoke 
(picture left), hospital trains, Xrays, blood 
transfusions, and the Brodie helmet 
reduced fatalities by 80%. 
Medical officer Harold Gillies pioneered 
plastic surgery, treating facial injuries at 
Park Prewett Hospital in Basingstoke 
where thousands of Canadian casualties 
were treated. 
(Park Prewitt No. 4 Canadian Hospital, 
Basingstoke – photograph left). 
World War II advanced frontline care 
further through field surgical units and 
the introduction of penicillin, by another 
medical officer, Alexander Fleming, 
described as a “game changer". After 
1945, helicopters transformed casualty 
evacuation, famously depicted in the 
Korean War’s MASH units. Air mobility 
remained vital in later conflicts including 
the Falklands and Afghanistan, where 
rehabilitation centres like Headley Court 

near Birmingham became known for prosthetics.
Military medicine has peacetime roles, from humanitarian missions to responses to Ebola 
and Covid19. In 2024, three historic corps - the RAMC, RADC, and QARANC - merged into 
the Royal Army Medical Service to deliver integrated medical and dental care matching 
NHS standards.
See www.probusbasingstoke.club for more information.

PROBUS HEARS ABOUT MILITARY MEDICAL CARE

http://www.probusbasingstoke.club
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Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Quiz Night at Lychpit Hall. It was a hugely 
enjoyable evening as well as raising valuable funds for maintaining the Church building. 
We hope to run more events in Lychpit in the future.

The Bolton Chapel floor is showing its age (picture left), 
and several beams now need urgent replacement. It 
has been temporarily propped for safety. FOSMC plans 
to contribute towards these essential repairs, which are 
expected to take place in the next few months. If you have 
not visited the Bolton Chapel before, do take a look — it 
is a fascinating and beautiful part of the Church, rich with 
history.

One way that you can support our work is by joining the monthly 50:50 Club lottery. It is 
open to everyone, and we would welcome more participants. Each entry costs £2, and 
every month one lucky winner receives 50 percent of the total pot. To join: visit fosmc.org 
and download the form from the “50:50 Club” page, and post it in the blue post box in St 
Mary’s Church. Blank forms are also available on the FOSMC noticeboard in the church 
lobby.
We look forward to meeting you at local community events throughout the year, including 
the Carnival and the Church Flower Festival. Do come and say hello; we would be delighted 
to share more about our work to support and preserve our much loved Church building.
Dates for your diary:

•	 19th May – FOSMC AGM, Parish Room
•	 3rd October – Barn Dance, Village Hall
•	 14th November – Murder Mystery Evening

Shortly, we expect to announce some additional events. Please check in the Basinga and 
on the FOSMC website: fosmc.org

FRIENDS OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH

The relatively unknown NWR provides a wide range of talks and activities 
in small local groups, typically less than 20 members. Each is unique, 
arranging activities and meetings to suit their members. Chineham and 
Old Basing NWR meets at 2.00pm on the first Monday of the month in 

each other’s houses.  We enjoy getting together to research and talk about different topics, 
rather than an outside speaker, as well as meetings involving food and drink. There is 
usually a monthly lunch at various local venues on different days of the week, as well as a 
Book Group which meets on the 4th Thursday of the month.  The National Office also 
arranges Zoom talks on a range of topics at no extra cost.
This month our subject was “Did you have a Saturday Job or something similar, what skills 
or life lessons did you learn?”  There were 11 of us at the meeting, the Saturday jobs turned 
out to be extremely varied from garden centres to bakeries and even to shadowing trainee 
doctors and nurses.  We all decided we had learnt lots of useful life skills from these early 
experiences. For more information please visit www.nwr.org.uk or if you think you would 
like to join our friendly group please contact Diane at diane.hope@tiscali.co.uk or on 
07771898733.

NATIONAL WOMEN'S REGISTER
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Calling all owners who live locally and may have either a Classic or 
Vintage car/motor bike, or a modern vehicle of interest.  This is 
your chance to show off your pride and joy.
There is no charge for exhibiting and we would love to see you at the 
Old Basing Recreation Ground as part of this year’s Old Basing and 
Lychpit Carnival on Saturday, 20th June.

Last year the static display of vehicles attracted a large crowd and was very popular with 
all members of the family, old and young alike.
The proviso is we would need your vehicle to arrive on site (on the morning of the event) 
between 8.30am - 11.30am. Due to safety reasons, they will have to remain static until 
4.30pm. If anyone is interested in bringing their vehicle(s) to the Carnival and would like more 
details please get in touch via the following email address  oldbasingcarnival@gmail.com
The Carnival Committee would also like to thank all the sponsors, store holders, procession 
entries and volunteers who have already signed up. If you wish to get involved there is still 
time. Simply go to the Carnival website www.obalcarnival.org then click on ‘Get Involved’ 
and then select the category you require.
One final note, dog owners are reminded (as in previous years) that No Dogs Are Allowed 
at the Recreation Ground. This is the rule of the Old Basing and Lychpit Parish Council.

Graham Merry

OLD BASING AND LYCHPIT CARNIVAL

OLD BASING BOWLING CLUB
The new season at Old Basing Bowling Club starts on Saturday, 11th April with an 
opening drive where we welcome back all members.
This season the green at the Recreation Ground will host numerous events including two 
Open Days on Saturday, 2nd May and Sunday, 24th May where anyone can give bowls 
a try and learn more about the club. You will get a warm welcome, free tuition and some 
good tips to get you started. There is no need to book - you can arrive anytime from 
10.00am to 2.00pm on the days and stay as long as you like.  All you need to do is bring 
trainers or flat shoes, all other equipment will be provided. Tea and coffee plus a fully 
licenced bar will be available at great prices.
Whether you want to find a new hobby, new friends, improve your game, get in shape or 
just have some fun with your own family and friends, come on down to Old Basing Bowling 
Club and meet our members. Further information at: www.oldbasingbowlingclub.co.uk

http://www.oldbasingbowlingclub.co.uk
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NEWS FROM BASING HOUSE
Basing House reopened on Wednesday, 25th March 
and will then be open, from 11.00am to 4.00pm, 
Wednesday to Sunday, until the autumn. An 
admission fee is charged and tickets are valid for a 
year, including many of the events that are run at the 
site, and below is a list of what we have on offer.

One of the biggest events of the year is the annual visit by the re-enactors of the Sealed 
Knot.  This year this takes place over the weekend of the 18th/19th April.  
Last year saw our staff member Dawn running a weekly Rhyme time for pre-school 
children, and this will run again this year 11.00am to noon on Wednesdays.  This and the 
Sealed Knot event are included in the annual ticket.  We also have a wedding fayre on the 
26th April and admission to this event is free.
Plans are well advanced for guided tours of the site on Wednesdays, starting at 2.00pm 
(included in annual ticket) and led by volunteers.  We will also have monthly tours run by 
Civil War expert Alan Turton, once a month, but extra to the annual ticket. 
As the season progresses we will be running a wide variety of other events – including a 
second re-enactment weekend with the English Civil War Society, and our customary 
Halloween Ghost Walks.  There will also be craft courses - starting with Tapestry 
Weaving, a silent disco, a choir visit, a paranormal investigation evening, a bat walk, 
and history courses for home educated children. Of course, the season will end with the 
Christmas Fayre the last weekend in December.
More information about these will be on our website, and in the Basinga nearer the time of 
the events and as arrangements develop. www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house

Andrew Howard

Happy Easter from all of us at the café. We were thrilled to be able to 
support one of our local football teams recently, Old Basing Royals Under 
7s. It was great to meet some of the team and learn how our donation 
will make a difference when they came long to accept our donation.
Our new fund-raising venture is to help our local Scout Group. We hope 
to be able to raise funds for the purchase of ten new tents which can be 

used for camping trips and also for the children to practise their tent-pitching skills. 
We are also continuing our partnership with Basingstoke Community Transport by providing 
a bus for our customers to and from the café on a monthly basis. Upcoming dates for the 
service are: Friday, 17th April; Friday, 15th May; Friday, 19th June.
The bus starts its journey from Tesco at Lychpit, leaving at 1.30pm and picks up around 
the village, arriving at the café at 2.00pm. The return journey leaves at 3.00pm.
Our opening dates for upcoming months: 17th & 24th April, 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd May. 
Pop them in your diary and come along and see us for delicious homemade cake and 
hot or cold drinks: we promise you a warm welcome. Don’t forget, if there is a particular 
bake that is a personal favourite, do let us know: our bakers are more than happy to make 
different recipes and we will do our very best to meet any requests.

Deborah Thorne

VILLAGE VIBES CAFE

https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house
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All sizes available: 
email: advertising@basinga.org.uk 
or visit
www.basinga.org.uk on the 'Advertise 
with us' dropdown menu for Contract, 
Classified and Flyer Distribution details.

ADVERTISE IN THE BASINGA

At no aditional cost:
All adverts appear on our website.
Adverts can be changed throughout the 
year.
Contract Adverts can be linked to the 
advertisers website and to an optional, 
advertiser supplied, write up on their 
company and its activities and can 
include photos.
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YOUR GARDEN IN APRIL
In April the weather can still be unpredictable and we can have anything from 
a heatwave to ground frosts and sleet; be prepared. Now is the time to start 
off new plants and seedlings, watch trees and shrubs bursting back into life. 
Sowing from seed can be time-consuming and tricky but also very rewarding. 
If this sounds a bit daunting garden centres have a great choice of plug 
plants for bedding and vegetables. These small plants benefit from a frost free 
environment and as much all round light as you can give them; greenhouse, 
conservatory, window sill or porch.  Take care with watering, too much at the 
early stages and the small plants could rot. It is best to increase watering 

slowly as the plant grows. When the plug plants arrive, they are often in small thumb sized 
pots and really need to be potting on immediately. Take care to pot them up just one size 
as it will do better. Tip – some garden centres have a box outside with unwanted pots – 
have a look.  
If you are going to plant the plugs in containers or hanging baskets, it’s a good idea to 
plant them in the container and grow on in the greenhouse until ready to plant out. This will 
help the plants establish a good root system in the container before placing outside. When 
growing bedding plants nip out the growing points to produce a bushier plant, otherwise 
some plants, particularly petunia, fuchsia, verbena will grow leggy later in the season. The 
rule of thumb is do not plant out bedding plants until the risk of frost has passed; this is 
likely to be towards the end of May. You can plant out earlier, but monitor the weather and 
if frost is forecast, you will need to protect with a cloche or fleece. 
Lawn care – Some of us have already mowed, a wonder after the very wet start to the 
year, if you haven’t managed an initial cut yet try and get on to it sooner rather than later 
as April can be a warmer month which will speed growth but makes mowing difficult. Keep 
the mowing height on the high side until May unless you’re raking or scarifying and then 
you’ll need a fairly low cut.

•	 Mow in the afternoon to allow the grass daytime drying time.
•	 Keep the cut on the high side until you get to a more frequent pattern.
•	 Be careful with the turns as the ground can be soft.
•	 Thoroughly clean the mower - wet grass sticks under the mower.
•	 Make sure your mower blade is sharp.

Patches in lawns can appear for a number of reasons, and when they do, it is always 
advisable to repair them. Re-seeding, or turfing bare patches will prevent weeds germinating 
in the patches and of course it looks much better. This is the month to get your spring lawn 
feed into the lawn. The demands of the winter will have taken their toll and a spring feed is 
critical for a healthy lawn.

FREE-AD – FLYMO HOVER MOWER

FLYMO HOVER MOWER			   £20		  07551599423
With spring just around the corner, have you noticed how that pesky grass has started 
growing again? So this year, why not give it the hover mower treatment. A quick vrooom 
with this little machine and your lawn will be back to putting green standards in no time. 
Very little used. Instructions and tools supplied. Demo available if required.
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NATURE NOTES FOR MARCH
Spring appears to have sprung! The final few days of February and start of March 
have seen increases in sunshine and temperature and its just smashing. The weather 
has signalled blossom and flowers to burst into life and to benefit from them, Brimstone 
butterflies emerged, noted by Pete Wooldridge, Pat Brace and myself. The squeaky-gate 
calls of Great Tits have echoed around the place and always remind me of lengthening 
days. Blue Tits are all over our next boxes checking them out for suitability too. They wont 
breed until later in April but by the time you read this, there could be baby Robins hopping 
about and Blackbirds just starting to feed young as they are both early starters. So, if you 
must trim that hedge, please do check for nesting birds first.

It wasn’t a hard winter at all I'm sure you’ll agree and there 
were fewer winter visitors than usual.  No Siskins or Waxwings 
and not many Redwings as there are still a lot of berries left on 
bushes uneaten. Jim Andrews did send me this rather good 
photograph of a Redwing (left), nicely framed by the ivy on 
which it was no doubt feasting. Also from Jim were two lovely 
images, one being of a newly emerged Peacock butterfly (this 
month's cover photograph) drying its wings and one of a shy 
Firecrest (below), which as I’m sure you know is the UK’s 
smallest bird at just 3.5 inches long, an honour it shares with 
the Goldcrest.
Further to last months mention of Brook Lampreys being seen in 
the streams parallel to the Loddon, further sightings have been 
made as a small shoal drifted downstream and spotted below 
the little bridge leading to the rear of the Bexmoor footpath 
(more locally known unfortunately known as dog **** alley). My 
grateful thanks to Jim again for forwarding me a lovely bit of 
video taken by his Mill Field colleague Katie, that shows these 
strange eel-like creatures behaving as if spawning was about 
to take place. (I managed to get a screenshot from that clip 
and have posted it here (left)). Thanks to Cllr. Kate Tuck, the 
footage has since been shared with Hampshire Biodiversity 
group too as this is important information.  
As I'd suggested last month, the presence of Lampreys 
does mean that the water quality here must be very good, 
something I’m sure all of us will be pleased to hear. A few miles 
downstream from the Sewage Works where discharges have 
frequently occurred over the years, that might not be the case. 

Being close to the source of the Loddon here is key to the fish surviving in good water and 
we hope that the plans for the Moto service station and huge lorry park near Black Dam 
does NOT go ahead as our chalk river may never be the same.

Rick Bourne 
Don’t forget to send all your nature related stories and photos to rickbourne@yahoo.com 
or naturenotes@basinga.org.uk  For all your bird food requirements, order from me at 
‘Bird Drop-ins’ use the former email address or ring/text me on 07900 648675 to place an 
order or get a form.
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'ELEMENTARY. DEAR LADIES!'
The Basingstoke Ladies’ Probus Club kicked off their first meeting of the 
year with a fascinating talk by Dr. Stephen J. Goss, a former lecturer in history 
at Queen’s University Belfast, a published academic lecturing in history and 
politics at City Lit, and an Expert Tour Guide at the Imperial War Museums.  
As a life-long admirer of Sherlock Holmes, Stephen 

explained to his very attentive audience how Arthur Conan 
Doyle drew from his experiences and the tumultuous events of 
his time to craft the adventures of Sherlock Holmes, a character 
who embodies logic, deduction and justice. 
Doyle came to writing after studying medicine in Edinburgh 
from 1876, signing on as a ship’s doctor on a whaler in 1880 
for a year which he thoroughly enjoyed but sadly not so the next sea journey on a ship 
to West Africa as he was frequently seasick, was subsequently a GP in Southsea and 
ultimately an eye specialist with a Harley Street address, as well as a renowned sportsman.  
Having married in 1891, the same year as his first Sherlock Holmes short story ‘A Scandal 
in Bohemia’ was published, he gave up medicine and wrote full-time which he found more 
remunerative. Tragically, after just 2 years of marriage, his wife died of consumption while 
they were on holiday in Spain. But his stories kept coming. 
More than just mysteries, Stephen showed how the tales of Holmes and Dr Watson delve 
into politics, history, morality and human nature, making them relevant even today.
Once again, the BLPC were treated to a very interesting and educational speaker and all 
subsequently enjoyed a delicious 3-course lunch offering from the best of BCOT’s catering 
department.
If you are interested to know more about membership and the upcoming programme of 
speakers, contact: The Admin Secretary: reverendjane@hotmail.co.uk   /  07754 296994 

By the time you read this article we will have deployed a new Memorial Bench in the 
grounds of the Village Hall, this was funded by a donation from the Councillors Grant 
Scheme.  Old Basing Village Hall is a registered charity run by volunteers for the benefit 
of the community.  Over the years well over 100 volunteers have contributed towards the 
Village Hall in various ways: fundraising, building, operating and maintaining the hall.  This 
Memorial Bench recognises the contribution of all these people over the years.
We are also pleased to announce the launch of our new website, developed with grant 
support from Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council, under the Strengthening Communities 
Grant Scheme.  The new website incorporates a video tour of the facilities and a booking 
enquiry system.  There is also a section detailing the history of the registered charity set 
up and key milestones over the years. We would welcome any feedback!
And finally, we are pleased to announce that we have won grants to replace the flooring 
in the main hall.  Old Basing Parish Council has awarded us funds from their Community 
Infrastructure Levy and Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council have awarded us a grant 
from their Community Infrastructure Fund.  Works are planned to take place over the 
summer holidays with completion by the end of August.

Graham Steele, Chairman

NEWS FROM OLD BASING VILLAGE HALL
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For details of services and events at St Mary’s Church please see page 19
DIARY DATES FOR APRIL 2026

BASINGA EXTRA
Have you ever tried looking at the online version of the Basinga? Basinga Extra is found 
at www.basinga.org.uk and has all you find in the printed version but even more local 
information and articles. You can find old editions of the Basinga going all the way back 
to 2018! The following articles, that we unfortunately couldn't find room for in this printed 
version of Basinga, can be found there.
Sandham Memorial Chapel	 Basingstoke and District Railway Society	
North Hampshire Wine Society

April
Wed 1 2.30pm Old Basing Tennis Club – afternoon.
Thu 2 7.30pm RBL Branch meeting, at Jack Morris Hall, guest speaker 

David Stiles. Guests and prospective members welcome.
Fri 3 6.00pm – dusk Old Basing Tennis Club – night.
Sun 5 10.00am Old Basing Tennis Club – morning
Mon 6 2.00pm National Women's Resigter meeting. See page 22.
Tue 7 7.30pm Old Basing WI meet in the Parish Room, St. Mary's.

7.30pm Parish Council meeting, Parish Room, Recreation Ground.
Wed 8 7.17pm – 8.30pm Talks@Lychpit_Hall. Twinkle, Twinkle Massive Star. P9.

7.45pm BDRS meeting and talk at The Wote Street Club.
Fri 10 6.00pm Deadline for May Basinga copy to Editor. See page 3.
Sat 11 10.00am – 1.00pm PIOCC Working Party. Meet at Noticeboard. Page 16.
Tue 14 8.00pm PIOCC AGM followed by Margaret & Tim Carr’s talk on 

“Spring in the Greek Islands” in St Mary’s Parish Room.
Fri 17 2.00pm – 4.30pm Village Vibes Cafe at the Rec. Transport available.

2.00pm – 4.00pm Welcome Tea Room at St. Mary's Church.
Wed 22 7.45pm BDRS meeting: ‘At Work’ presented by John Hollands.
Thu 23 2.00pm – 4.00pm PIOCC Working Party at St. Mary's Church. Page 16.
Fri 24 2.00pm – 4.30pm Village Vibes Cafe at the Recreation Ground.
Sat 25 7.00am Mill Field Nature Walk with Jim Andrews. See page 10.

7.30pm – 9.30pm Basingstoke Concert Band at Sherfield-on-Loddon. P 17.
Sun 26 Wedding Fayre at Basing House Barn. See page 24 

St. Michael's Hospice Woodland Walk and Run. Page  30.
Thu 30 7.00pm Annual Parish Meeting at Old Basing Royal British Legion.  

See page 7 for further details.
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   BASINGA 

EDITOR: Lyn Caswell, 1 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07909 962141
SECRETARY: Graham Merry, 40 Linden Avenue, Old Basing, RG24 7HS 07723 022707
TREASURER: Andy Grove, 30 Pyotts Copse, Old Basing, RG24 8WE 07918 644187
ADVERTISING MANAGER: advertising@basinga.org.uk
ADVERTISING ASSISTANT: Alan Renwick, 3 Almond Close, Old Basing 01256 326155
DISTRIBUTION: 
Old Basing Area: Peter Watson, 19 Priory Gardens, Old Basing, RG24 7DS 07790 279954 
Lychpit Area: Andrée McLean, 6 Pimpernel Way, Lychpit, RG24 8SS 01256 819006
WEBMASTER: Alan Morris, 29 Lingfield Close, Old Basing, RG24 7ED 07816 659189

   OLD BASING & LYCHPIT PARISH COUNCIL 
CLERK: Kate Hope 01256 462847
OFFICE AND HOURS: The Pavilion, The Recreation Ground
Monday to Thursday 10am to noon

   CHURCH INFORMATION FOR THE AREA

Church of England (Parish of Old Basing & Lychpit)
ASSISTANT CURATE: Rev’d Helen Holley                             07541 698235
                                      email: curate@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk
ADMINISTRATOR: Debbie Filer   email: admin@stmarysoldbasing.org.uk 07541 698235

Regular Services at St Mary’s Church, Old Basing 
SUNDAY: 8am Holy Communion; 9.30am Sung Eucharist
OTHER DAYS: Wednesday, 10am – Holy Communion; Monday, Thursday and 
Friday, 8.45am – Morning Prayer
Changes to the regular service pattern and other weekday services are shown
in the weekly news-sheet, a copy of which is displayed on the noticeboard in
the church porch

Old Basing Methodist Church
MINISTER: Rev'd Claire Simpson 
email: revclaire72@btinternet.com

01256 323103
 

SUNDAY SERVICE: Morning Service 10.30am

Roman Catholic
PRIEST:  Fr. John Lee 01256 465214
St Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke  
SUNDAY MASSES: 9am, 11am and 6pm

l

l

l
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